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Abstract

One of the most popularly concerned ‘hot’ issues today all over the world is to achieve sustainable
agriculture and rural development (SARD). China is an essentially agricultural country with more
than 80 per cent of rural population, its built residential area in the rural areas accounts for 90 per cent
of the total urban — rural residential built area. Since the implementation of reform and open policies,
the share of the output value of town and village enterprises in the national industrial output value has
been greatly increased, the rural economy has been rapidly developed and the agricultural structure has
been dramatically changed. However, there are some serious problems like the rapid growth of rural
population, extensive management practice in agriculture, grave waste in resources use and deteriora-
tion of ecological environments still embarrassing rural China. In order to alleviate the contradictions a-
mong population — resources — environment, the inevitable choice for China’ s agriculture and rural de-
velopment in the 21st century is to practise sustainable development. By sustainable development in a-
griculture and rural economy, it is possible for the potentials of the regional comparative advantages to
be fully explored, the agricultural output to be further increased, the rural environments to be im-
proved and the solid foundation for national economy development to be established.

Based on the systematic analysis of the theories and practices related to SARD both in China and
abroad and the analysis of the characteristics of China, as vast territory, complex environments and
sharp regional differentiations, the authors have been engaged in the case studies in the following seven
different regions: the economically developed area of southern Jiangsu, the periphery mountainous area
as well as the flat area in Huang — Huai — Hai Plain, the commercial grain production area in Northeast
China, the gully area on the Loess Plateau, the hilly area in Sichuan Basin and the oasis area in arid
Xinjiang. With the theories and the methodologies of different disciplines as geography, economics, e-
cology and sociology, not only the problems like economic structure, market formation, management
creation, employment and diversion of labor force in agriculture and rural development are analysed,
but also the relations between the utilization of regional resource, the existing systems and social — eco-
nomic development in rural China are studied. The chief results of the researches as presented in this
book include the indicator system, which based on theoretical studies, for evaluating sustainable devel-
opment of agriculture and rural economy; the mechanism and ways of sustainable development; the
concrete patterns of the sustainable development of agriculture and rural economy for these selected
case study areas and the generalized basic patterns of the nationwide sustainable development of agricul-
ture and rural economy.

The SARD concerned theoretical and practice issues discussed in this book well suit the related
themes in ‘China’ s Agenda 21’. Those ideas and suggestions of this book may play positive role in
promoting the theoretical researches progress in the sustainable development of agriculture and rural e-
conomy in China. The measures and policy suggestions for the implementation of sustainable develop-
ment of agriculture and rural economy provided in this book not only have fairly practice significance
for categorically guiding the sustainable development of agriculture and rural economy in the case study
areas, but also reflect the policy formulating thoughts of sustainable development in rural China.

This book can mainly meet the demands of various readers, such as governmental officials in man-
agements; the researchers of geography, economics, ecology and sociology as well as the students in

the related disciplines.
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