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Preface

Chinese ceramics have had o fong listory. As carly as the Neohthue Age of 8000 B.C, the
pottery appeared W be vsed ws houschold ware whieh greatly improsed daily hie.

The ancient Chinec: knew well how 1o apply clav . Tuking ammals and swroundmg nature
as motily, they mo. Jed many clay torms. Decorauve paterns including coloring, engraving,
or pusting of animals and figures were made on the surtace of the potters.

In the Shang pertod of abour 2000 B.C.,o appeared that frgures and animals were
detached trom the pottery, assuntme ndependent form, The "Potery Fgurime” was
representative of tus example, espeaially the lnghly wrtistic ones ol hand colored design.
Yung" (), made of clay. bamboo, sone, woad, and vloth, was a human-shaped figurine,
used as funeral ware to be buned with the dead m ancient China. Arimal shapes, and those
ol a rehgious nawre, were not constdered as "Yung'o Accorduy 1w the dictionary of ¢lissie
vocabulary So Wen Chieh Ta (i
puIposes.

AP "Yung” 1 defined asoa el bizunine Tor hunal

Vo may divide the bistory of Yung mio 3 phases namely the Spring and Summn peniod
as buth, late Warning Staie peniod. and Qin us the growth periad. before reaching the
Golden period i Han, Adter the Siv dynasties, Yung revived and prospered. attaining o
high fevel of quanaty amd quahity in the Sur and Tang penod. Howevero rem the Song
perntod and Yuun penod. the production of Yung pradually decreased. und s guality
becume medioere. Around tes pered., stone, wood wnd paper Deannes were sl popolar

In ancient Chima, g Bvang humans and horses, tgether with horse wagens, were buried
with the dead master. This inhuman custom was evenmually bamshed and rom the Spring
and Autumn penod, potery bgurmes were used o oreploce the human saenthice, This shift
of prucuice brought about @ change m the funcral coremonies and social nstiuuons in
Chuna The Tunerad objects made mn different periods which were escavined from the old
ombs provide us with saluable bisorical materal tor grehaglogical, sociologreal and
aesthene research.

The Nationat Muoscwn ot History has been actuvely engaged n schofarly research for
varieus programs, and Dro K3 Sung. curator of tus Museunn bas otwatzed a "Special
Lxhibiian of Fie Pottery Fipurntnes” [rom the Museum's Collection for public display.
Thrs show is the Dirst spectal study show ot s kind here which aomed st enhancing the
interest of the wider visting sudience

My thanks go o My Ching-Chung Tseng, M Liea-Pimg Chen and the Pouery House who
generously provided us with the besuatul Seng. Yuan and Mhng pettery figurines n
adidiion to those of this muscum’s collecuon for s exhibuion

I wish all visitors o pleasant ime ac the exhibion and thunk you for your vi

Dr. Kuang-Nan Huoang
Darector

Natwongal Museum of [history
Ocoher 1993
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