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Preface

Ezra Stoller

IN THE 1930s | was a student at the New York University School of
Architecture, which, for part of that time, was located on Fortv-third
Street near Second Avenue. East of the school, along the river, were
the city's slaughterhouses. The animals were brought up the East
River by barge., and then driven along the street to the abattoirs, led
by the judas goat. When the wind blew from the East, the odor
was. .. noticeable. This was the site that eventually became home o
the United Nations.

When the UN was being builc my studio was on Thirtv-seventh
Street between First and Second avenues, so 1 was ideally situated to
document what promised to be the most important governmental
complex on earth. My earliest commission, for Architectural Forum,
was to do a few photographs ot the Sccretariar Building while it was
under construction. But [ was determined to record the project fully,
and since it was close to my shop | was able to spend a lot of my own

ume doing just that.
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I photographed the UN numerous times over a span of nearly
thirty vears—for Forum, for myself, for a book on the work of
Wallace K. Harrison, the UN’s de facto chief architect—images that |
hoped would be the foundation of a comprehensive photographic
library to be established by my studio.

The images accrued but never formally became the archive I had
envisioned. This book is that ultimate compilation and it’s gratifying

to see the material presented in such a unified manner.
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Introduction

Jane C. Loeffler

WHEN 1 FIRST visited the Untred Nations in 1962 it was still new and
I had never seen anything like it. Soaring interior spaces, textured
walls, strange abstract murals, and gifts from around the world
caught my eye. I recall the amazing experience of listening to simulta-
neous translation through heavy headphones (who could imagine
translating so fast?) and the wonder of visiting a shop filled with sou-
venirs from Ghana and Indonesia and other places that [ knew noth-
ing about. With brightly colored flags waving in front, it all seemed
so up-beat and, well, so international. As [ later learned, chat was pre-
cisely the intention of those charged with the task of creating a lasting
symbol of the quest for peace.

The process that produced the UN design was indeed interna-
tional, but only officially peaceful. American architect Wallace K.
Harrison headed a design team that included architects from eleven
nations. All wanted input in every phase of planning and design. The

purpose of the collaboration was to emphasize unanimiry of outlook
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