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Band 1

Unit 1

1)

Our village carpenter, Alf Winn,came one day and made a kitéhen cupboard for
my wife. He made it just the right size to fill the useless space between the cooker and
the door. When 1 got home that evening, Alf was drinking a cup of tea and making
out his bill for the job.

My wife said to me,quietly, “That’s his ninth cup of tea today. ’ But she said,
loudly, “It’s a beautiful ‘cupboard,dear,isn* it?’

‘"Il decide about that when I see the bilt. ’T said.

Alf laughed and gave me his account for the work. I read;

one kitchen cupboard 10 November 1975
Cost of materials(wood) £17.00
Paint and fittings , 1. 50
Work,8 hours( £1 an hour) 8.00

Total £36.50

1 took out my cheque book and my pen. I looked at the b111

Alf said, ‘It’s been a lovely day,hasn % it? Quite sunny. ’

‘Yes,’ I said. ‘I’m glad it’s only the 10th of November. ’

‘Me, too,” said Alf, ‘You wait——it’ll be a lot cplder by the end of the

month. ’

“Yes. Colder——and dearer] Kitchen cupboard will be £ 20 dearer on Novem-
ber 30th,won’ thew, Alf?’

il

Alf looked hard at me for half a minute. Was there a little smile in his two blue
eyes? I gave him an account back to him.

‘If it isn’t too much trouble, Alf,’ I said, ‘please add it up again. You can forget

T wrote him a cheque for £26. 50. He was happy to accept it.



1. A carpenter’s work is .
A. to visit people’s home
B. to make things from wood
C. to drink a lot of.tea
D. to talk with the villagers ‘

2. AIf didn want to talk about . ' ' .
A. the village
B. the weather
C. the kitchen cupboard !

D. the bill for the job
- 3. Alf likes to try
A. to forget the date
B. to make a cupboard
“C. to drink more tea
D. to accept my cheque
4. 1 paid Alf £26.50,and that was
A. not enough - -
B. the right amount
C. my little joke
D. £10 less than the right amount |
5. When seeing the account,Ill decide whether
A.1like the cupboard
B. I like the price
C. the tea
D. Alf Winn
2

The cold weather of the last few weeks has had a surprising result. Forty thou-
sand Russian red-necked ducks have arrived in our country,where the weather, just
below freezing, is like spring to them.

The Russian red-necked duck manages perfectly well at temperatures down to
minus 30. It wouldn’t dream of leaving home at minus 40. But when these birds feel
minus 50 in their bones, they call a meeting to discuss what to do. Little different
from us, they take time to decide on action. At minus ‘60, the discussion slows
down. Then ,as the cold gets colder,if it does,they stop talking and take off together

o 4




in huge flocks of two thousand or more——all with a single thought in mind; ‘Go
somewhere warmer’ . . ‘

Birds have one greét advantage over other living creatures:they can fly ;so they
don’t have to put up with the f9rma1ities of travel. Customs officers and police,secing
the great flocks winging over border crossings, cry out ‘Illegal exit]’ or ‘lllegal en-
try!’ as the case may be,and raise their arms in despair,but the birds seem to take no
notice. They heat only a little voice; ‘Go somewhere warmer’.

Last Tuesday a stretch of river near my house was invaded by three hundred
Russian red-necked ducks,a noisy lot, though I must say they were not disorder-
ly. Our local birds were at first quite upset by these total. strangers from far;and jeal-
ous, I could see,of their little black caps that looked just like fur and of their thick
leg-feathers. There were some very obvious language difficulties, too.

At nine o’clock I went down as usual to the vyater’s edge, with a plateful of

bread and milk for our own birds. When I saw them standing about, expecting the
‘ foreigners to eat up everything,I’'m sorry to say that I showed favouritism. But my
efforts were wasted ; the red-necks didnt like the bread at all. Many of them tried a
mouthful——and ‘threw up’ ,as the Americans say. In fact they pushed and fought
to get away from the food. Our own birds were clearly puzzied by this behaviour. -
: My wife had followed me down the path with a hopeless cake she had made on
Monday afternoon. Her oven had gon'e wrong, and the thing was very badly
burnt. Now that, funnily enough; the Russians loved, though our ducks wouldn’t
touch it. We realized then that the visitqrs were used to black bread probably and my
wife agreed to make some. : V

1. What do the Russian ducks think about our freezing winter weather?
A. They have all decided to go somewhere warmer.
B. It’s just below freezing,but it seems quite warm to them.
C. They don’t undetstand it at all.
D. They are sorry that they decided to leave home.
2. The Russian ducks came to our country because
A. they were fed 'up with the bittérly cold weather at home
B. they always fly to Britain in winter ‘
C. they are allowed to leave Russia without formalities

" D. they needed a rest on their way to a warmer country




«

3. What does the writer tell us about the 'visivor§ near his home?
A. He is sure that they cntered-the country illegally.
B. They caused a lot of trouble on his stretch of river.
C. The Russian ducks were greedy and jealous of the natives.
D. The nev;rc[)_mers made a lot of noise but ctherwise behaved well.
4. How do you think the: writer showed favouritism to the natives? - -
A. He took them some food that they liked.
B. He probably tried to drive the Russians away from the food.
C. He brought white bread, which he knew the Russians didn*t like.
D. He brought only enough food for their own birds.
5. The red-necked ducks must have been used to black bread because b
A. there is no white bread in Russia
B. they ate it up very’ quiékly
C. they enjoyed the burnt cake very much

D. our own ducks wouldn’t touch it
. o Unit 2 )

n
Fifteen French children came on to the ship with their tea‘chey.
‘Where are you going?’ T asked a tall,thin boy ,in. English.
‘England, ’ he said; “This ship is going to England,isn’ it?’

It was,of course. He knew it,and I knew it. Everybody on the ship knew it. My

question was not a good one. But he understood it,and he answered correctly in Eng-
lish.
‘Where will you go in England?’ T asked next. f{And how long will you stay
there?’ ' - ‘
. ‘We are only going to Dover,but we'll stay there all day. We must come home

again tonigﬁt. L?

‘I see. What are you going to do all day in Dover?’

‘Talk to people in English. ? He pointed to the young woman teacher. ‘Miss
Demeétz is our English teacher. She wants us to talk English all day. *> Then he spoke to
my ear. ‘I’m going to buy an English lamp for my bicycle. They’re cheaper than

French lamgs. ?
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It began to rain. Miss Demetz called to the children. ‘Come inside the ship or
you'll get wet.’

I went in after them and began to read my newspaper. My friend sat down be-
side me. *Didn’t you bring a book?” I asked.

“No, ’ he said, ‘i)ut T have this. > He put his hand in his pocket and took out an
English £5 note. He read all the words on the note three times. Then he began to
sing----

The Owl and the Pussy-Cat went to sea
In a beautiful peé-green boat,
They took some honey,and plenty of money,

Wrapped up in a five-pound note.

1. French people like to go to Dover and back
A. in an hour B. a day
C. two days D. one morning
2. My question was not a good one. Everybody knew
A. Dover B. the question
C. English D. the answer
3. My friend sat down beside me. My friend was
A. Miss Demetz B. one of my friends
C. another Englishman D. the French boy
4. The song the French boy began to sing is
A. on the note
B. a children song
C. a song one must begin to sing at seeing a £5 note
D. a song composed by -himself
5. ‘Talk to the people in English’ means the French children will speak English

to .
A. French B. Miss Demetz
]
C. their friends D. the people in Dover
(2)

Watson won his all-important game and became Southern Chess Master

1977. He was presented with the silver cup.

‘It isn’t rightly mine,’ he said, holding the cup. ‘It was won two years ago

7




when I was on holiday ines

‘A family called Prag was staying at my hotel, Mrs Prag had somehow heard
that T played chess;and she begged me to give her young son a game. “He’s only
ten, ”she said; “but I’ve been told that he plays quite well, ”

‘Well, as S/ou can imagine,] wasn’t too happy. A fellow likes the opposition to
be at his own standard. But it was holiday time and 1 agreed to play. We set up the

. chessboard in the garden. The game began. I hope it would be quick—and so it was.

‘I soon knew that David Prag was no learner. After ten minutes his sister came
outside and began to play tennis against a wall. The boy seemed to lose interest' in our
game. He moved a piece carélessly. 1 bent over the board.

““Call me when you’re ready ,Mr Watson, ”he said.

‘When I was ready? I looked up. He had gone off to play with his sister. I stud-
ied the board——and found myself in difficulty. So it went on with David.a quick
move,then tennis, back to the board,then back to his sister. My difficulties became

_4mpassible. I was defeated, oh so easily, by a born chess player. The victory was
his——in twenty-seven minutes.

‘David Prag;a name to femember. I had a chance to use his game today ,and it

won this cup for me. To him, it is only one of a hundred yor perhaps a thousand , win-

ning games. ’
1. Watson played against David Prag for the first time in .
A. 1977 B. 1975
C. 1976 B. 1989

2,A champion chess playet; may be called oL ‘
A. a good player ' :
B. an'opposition
C. a chess Master
D. a southern plater
3. The Prags were sfaying at my hotel because .
A. 1 invited them there
B. I owned the hotel
C. we were at the same hotel
D. we were old friends

4. ‘David Prag was no learner. means
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