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Britain 3

Britain lies off the north-west coast of mainland Europe. Its
full name is the Unitéd Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern lre-
land. Great Britain comprising England, Scotland and Wales. Al-
though Britain is a unitary state, the constituent countries have sep-
arate national identities, variations in culture and tradition, and dif-
ferent physical characteristics.

With an area of some 242,000 sq. km (93,000 sq. mil.),
Britain is just under 1, 000 km (about 600 miles) from the south
coast to the extreme north of Scotland and just under 500 km (300
miles) across in the widest part.

England is predominantly a lowland country, with upléild re-
gions in the north (such as the Pennine Chain, the Cumbrian moun-
tains and the Yorkshire moorlands) and thd downs in central south-
ern England, which are low chalk hill ranges. Wales is a country of
hills and mountains, the highest being Snowdon at 1 ,085m( 3,560
ft). Britain’s highest mountain,Ben Nevis (1,343 m, 4,406 ft),is
in the central highlands of Scotland, which contains large areas of
wild, unspoilt landscape. Northern Ireland is at its nearest point
only 21 km (13 miles) from Scotland. It has a 488 km (303 mile)
border in the south and west with the Irish Republic. At its centre
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lies Lough Neagh, Britain’s largest freshwater lake (396 sq. km
153 sq. miles).

Britain has frequent weather changes through the seasonal cycle
of winter, spring, summer and autumn, although temperatures
rarely exceed 32C or fall below — 10T . Rainfall is fairly well dis-
tributed throughout the year.

Notes
unitary state: —JGLAY/— B E %

constituent countries: 0 A%

national identity: E# (&)

predominantly: adv. BF#, SLHIHh

lowland: a. {ERHEM

upland: a. EHLEY, LB

the Pennine Chain: 45T LU Z& (FEEH = JLF)

the Cumbrian mountains: R 32 % LU (ZE 24 2 P JLEB Cum-
berland &5)

9. The Yorkshire moorlands: % JER 8 b (ZE 3E# Z R ILE)
10. thd downs: 8Kt

11. chalk-hill ranges: H%/MLIBK

12. Snowdon: Hrif% L (FEB/R AL, WREE _HE)
13. Ben Nevis: BRI (FEH#E ZFR, hREE —RE)
14. freshwater lake: ¥7K#](Lough Neagh 3% E & KR K#)

Comprehension Exercise

Complete the following.
1. Britain is located

. The full name of Britain is

2
3. The geographic feature of Britain is
4. The weather in Britain is changeable
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2| Where Do They Come from?
EPHEEA

People in the four lands of Britain derive from a host of ances-
tral sources, notably:
* the prehistoric cultures which produced such impressive monuments
as the stone circles of Avebury and Stonehenge;
- the ancient Celtic peoples who inhabited western and central Eu-
rope;
+ the Romans who occupied Britain for over 300 years from the inva-
sion in AD 43;
- the Angles, Saxons and Jutes — Germanic peoples who began
raiding and settling in Britain from the third century;
*Scots from Ireland, who began to settle in what became known as
Scotland in the sixth century (merging with the indigenous Picts to
form one kingdom under Kenneth Macalpin in the ninth century);
*the Vikings from Scandinavia, who pillaged and settled areas of
Britain and Ireland from thd end of the eighth century; and
»the Normans from France, who invaded England in 1066.

The last thousand years have witnessed the assimilation of all
these strands — and many new ones besides, following on from
global exploration, the expansion of trade and international rivalry,

and the growth of the Empire.
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At the same time political, social, economic and religious

trends, pressures and crises have all evolved to create the beliefs,

lifestyle and expectaions that are prevalent among the people today.

Notes

1. derive from a host of ancestral sources: R T —## %

2. such impressive monuments as the stone circles of Avebury and
stonehenge: XFEMARFIHER, HIMEREZKRNHMET WG
2R TEKY, LR Salisbury VB DB R ATE A4

3. Celtic: a. F/REFHY

4. inhabit: v. FE{E

5. the Angles, Saxons and Jutes: Z#E A . HIEHRAMERA

6. Germanic peoples: H/RER&E

7. Scots: FkE2ZEA

8. the indigenous Picts: MM IE 74 A (F HAETERB 2RI
KA Z ) ‘

9. Kenneth Macalpin: B -ZF/RE, I HANKFKEZEHE

10. Vikings: JbEXK¥#E#E

11. Scandinavia: T84 I

12. pillage: v. #3F

13. Normans: #& A

14. the assimilation of all these strands: Ff XERKN#E

15. gobal exploration: FERIRKE

16. rivalry: n. &%

17. prevalent: a. BiTH, HiRWH

Comprehension Exercise

Complete the following.

The ancestral sources of people in Britain include:



