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l - Part 1 Elementary l

Chinese New Year in Hong Kong

In my experience, Hong Kong is a great place to spend Chinese
New Year. People there really know how to celebrate it and they prepare
in a variety of ways. 1

In the days before the festival, people visit temples to pray for the
new year. They bring gifts of whole roast pigs, ducks, chickens and
fruits. The temples are crowded with people and filled with the smell of
incense. They also buy special foods and ingredients for their family
feasts and small orange trees, peach trees and other flowers for their
homes.

On New Year's Eve, the family gather together for the traditional
family meal and everybody stays up all night.

On New Year’s Day, the sireets are really quiet. Almost all the
stores are closed. It is time for people to visit their relatives.

On the third day after New Years Day, people go to watch fire-
works at the Hong Kong Harbour, When fireworks start, the sky is filled
with colours, designs, lights and noise.

The smells, sights, and sounds of Chinese New Year in Hong Kong
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are forever imprinted on my mind.

Notes:

1. a variety of: F5Fp4+E

2. temple: n. Fh

3. pray for: Hp--eee g iR

4. roast pigs: n. HH

5. smell of incense: FE&PIKIE

6. ingredients: n. WA

7. fireworks: n. XK

8. be imprinted on one’s mind: %5 ... B TH

N

Y ERG

-

Do you think Hong Kong is a good place in which to celebrate New)
Year's Day? !

Now lef's have a relax and listen to a well-known Chinese fable
entited The Boy Who Cried Wolf. ‘

Once upon a time there was a very naughty shepherd-boy. He often
fell asleep while he was watching his sheep. And he told lies. The vil-
lagers shook their heads and said, “That boy will come to a bad
end.”
One day, when he was feeling very bored, the boy decided to play
a practical joke on the villagers. He ran down the hill. “ Wolf,
wolf!” he cried. “Help, come quickly. Wolf!” All the villagers
seized their spears and ran to help him. But there was no wolf. “He

heard you,” the naughty boy lied, “and ran away.” When everyone
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had gone, he started to laugh.

Three weeks later, when he was feeling very bored indeed, he de-

cided to play the same trick again. “ Wolf, wolf!” he shouted.

“Help, come quickly. Wolf!” Most of the villagers hurried to help
him. This time the boy laughed at them, “What a good joke!” The
villagers were very angry. “Lies are not jokes,” they said.

Two days later the boy woke up suddenly. He had fallen asleep in
the afternoon sun. What was that big dark animal coming towards his
flock? Suddenly it seized a lamb. “ Wolf!” screamed the boy.

“Wolf! Help, come quickly. Wolf!” But none of the villagers came
to help him. He screamed again. The wolf heard him and licked its
lips. “I like lamb,” it thought, “but the shepherd-boy tastes much
nicer. " '

When the shepherd-boy didn’t come home that night, some of the
villagers went to look for him. They found a few bones only.

Notes:

. naughty: o, ¥GSH

shepherd: n. B(FEA

. come to a bad end: BEHF T
. seize: p. HH

spear: n. X

play a trick: JEERI

flock: n. X8

lick: v. #&

® N Y AW -
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The Sun and the Wind

One day the sun and the wind had a quarrel. The sun said he was
stronger than the wind. And the wind said he was stronger than the sun,
Just then they saw a man walking down below, with a hat and a coat
on. The sun said: “Let’s see who can make the man take off his hat
and coat. If you can do that quicker than I, then you are the stronger."

“All right," said the wind, “I'll try first."

So the wind began to blow. But the harder he blew, the tighter the
man held his hat and coat. The wind could not make him take them off.

Then the sun tried. It shone quietly. Scon the man took off his hat
and wiped his forehead. The sun began to shine a little brighter, and
the man took off his coat. It shone harder still, and the man began to
take off his shirt. Then the wind said to the sun: “That’s enough. You

are stronger than 1."

Notes:

1. have a quarrel: PP
2. blew: v. blow Byt £8F, &
3. forehead: n. BI%A

Do you like the fable? What lesson can you learn from it?

Now let’s pay a visit to the beautiful and interesting giant’s garden.
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A long time ago, a giant lived in a castle. The castle had a big

garden. There were lots of beautiful trees and flowers in the garden.

Some children lived near the castle. They liked the giant’s garden,
but the giant did not like them. “You cant play here! It's my gar-
den!" he shouted. The giant was selfish.

One day, the giant went to visit his brother. “The giant’s going to
be away for a long time," said the children. “Now we can play in his
garden. " They were very happy.

Every day they went to the beautiful garden and played. They
climbed the trees. They swam in the river. They ran on the grass. They
chased butierflies. The children liked the garden in all the seasons of
the year.

In spring the flowers and leaves grew. | 5

In summer the children rolled on the green grass.

In autumn the leaves were orange and red. They fell from the trees
and the children played with them.

In winter the children played in the snow. They made snowmen.

Different children came to the garden every year.

(to be continued)

Notes:

1. giani: n. BEA

castle: n. WA

selfish: a. HFAM

. chase butterflies: 18 8f{4%
orange: a. FEELK

v W
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Seasons in Different Countries

Japan is in the Northem Hemisphere. Spring is from March to May
i Japan. In the spring, people wall to see the flowers on the Japanese
cherry trees. Then they have parties under the trees. This is the Hanami
Festival .

The longest day in the Northern Hemisphere is on 21 or 22 June
each year. This is the middle of summer. There is a four-day flower fes-
tival each June in California, USA. There is a parade and people go to
flower fields to look at the flowers.

There is a Chinese festival in the autumn. It is the Mid-autumn
Festival. People wait to see a big round moon in the night sky. They eat
mooncakes and light lanterns.

Christmas is on 25 December. It is winter in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. It is usually very cold. Sometimes it snows. But Christmas in
Australia is in the summer. It is usually hot and sunny. Some people
get to the beach on Christmas Day!

Notes:

1. Northern Hemisphere: Jt2F3k
2. Japanese cherry trees: PEAL R
3. mooncake: n. Hif

4. lantem: n. %

What about the seasons in your hometown?




Do you still remember the giant’s beautiful garden? Do you want to kno
what happened when the giant came back? Now let’s continue the story.

After seven years, the giant came home. He became very angry
when he saw the children.

“What are you doing here?" he shouted in a harsh voice, and the
children ran away.

“My garden is my garden," cried the giant. “I will not allow
anybody to play in it."

So the giant built a high wall all round the garden.

It was now spring, and all over the country there were little blossoms
and little birds. Only in the garden of the giant it was still winter, The birds
did not come to sing as there were no children in it, and the trees forgot to
blossom. Only the snow and the frost were pleased. The snow covered up
the grass with her great white cloak and the frost painted all the trees silver,
Then they invited the north wind to stay with them, and he came.

“I cannot understand why spring is so late," said the giant, as he
sat at the window and looked out at the cold, snow-covered garden.

But spring and summer did not come. Autumn gave golden fruit to
every garden, but she did not give any to the giant’s. “He is too self-
ish, " she said. So it was always winter there, and the north wind, the
frost and the snow danced among the trees. (to be continued)

Notes:

1. harsh: o. HiBHY, HIHH
2. blossom: n. £

3. cloak: n. 3%

4, frost: n. 5
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The Foolish Frog

Once upon a time a big, fat frog lived in a tiny shallow pond. He
was the biggest creature in the pond, so he was very important. When
he croaked, the water-snails listened politely. And the water-beetles al-
ways' swam behind him. He was very happy there. '

One day, while he was catching flies, a pretty dragon-fly passed
by. “You are a very fine frog," she sang, “but why don’t you live in
a bigger pond? Come to my pond. You'll find a lot of frogs there. You'll
meet some fine fish, and you'll see the dangerous ducks. And you must
see our lovely water-lilies. Life in a large pond is wonderful t "

“Perhaps it is rather dull here," thought the foolish frog. So he
hopped after the dragon-fly.

But he didnt like the big, deep pond. It was full of strange
plants. The watersnails were rude to him, and he was afraid of the
ducks. The fish didn’t like him, and he was the smallest frog there. He
was lonely and unhappy.

He sat on a waterlily leaf and croaked sadly to himself, “I don®
like it here. I think I'll go home tomorrow. "

But a hungry heron flew down and swallowed him up for supper.

Notes:

. frog: n. Hik
shallow: ¢. BHY
pond: n. T
croak: ». WIWEHLM

W N e



dragonfly: n. S5
water-lily: n. BEE
hop: v. Bt
heron: n. #%
swallow up: FE&

What a foolish frog!

Shall we retum to the giant’s garden? Spring and summer did not

One moming the giant was lying awake in bed when he heard some
lovely music. It was a little bird singing outside his window. The north
wind had stopped. A sweet perfume came to him thmugh the open win-
dow.

“I believe spnng has come at last,” said the glant He jumped
out of bed and looked out of the window.

And what did he see?

He saw a most wonderful picture. 'Ihmugh a htﬂe hole in the wall
the children had entered the garden, and they were sitting on the
branches of the trees. In every tree there was a little chlld The trees
were so glad to see the children back again that they covered themselves
with blossoms. The birds were flying about and singing happily, and the
flowers were looking through the green grass. It was a lovely picture.
Only in one comer of the garden it was still winter. A little boy was
standing there crying. He was so small that he could not reach the
branches of the tree. The poor tree was still covered with frost and
snow, and the north wind was blowing above it.

9
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10

The giant’s heart was touched as he saw all this.
(to be continued)

Notes:

1. perfume: n. 3535
2. branch: n. #AX
3. be touched: Z/&zh




The Tongue-Cut Sparrow

Once upon a time there lived a kind-hearted old man and his-
bad-tempered wife. The man kept a sparrow, but the woman hated it, so
one day, when the sparrow pecked at some paste, she became very an-
gry, cut the sparrow’s tongue and let it loose.

When her husband came home she said to him, “Your sparrow
stole my paste, so | cut its tongue and let it go." The man was grieved
to hear that, so he went out, looking for the bird and calling it.

He wandered for a long time, then one day he found the sparrow.
The sparrow took the man to its home and offered him all sorts of deli-
cious and expensive food. The man stayed for several days, then he had
to go back home. The sparrow offered him a basket as a parting gift .

When he got home, he opened the basket: it was full of gold, sil-
ver, jewels and silk. His wife was greedy, so she decided to visit the
sparrow t00.

She went to its home and was very pleasant to it, and asked a part-
ing gift. The sparrow produced two baskets, one was light, the other
was heavy, and said to the woman, “Choose the one you prefer." The
woman chose the heavy one and carried it home. When she opened it,

all sorts of devils sprang out of it and began to torment her.

Notes:

1. bad-tempered: a. RIS
2. sparrow: n. JREE

3. peck: v. KB

11



