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Preface to Chinese
Edition

Originally written for the American college student, our goal
was to stimulate thought and discussion by presenting a balanced
and realistic perspective of the criminal court process. We deter-
mined to describe the operation of the legal procedure in light of
systemic pressures, practical realities and findings from social sci-
entific studies of the process, and against the backdrop of our ad-
versarial system’s historical origins and continuing evolution. We
are honored and pleased that we can now offer our perspective on
the American criminal court process to Chinese law students and
scholars.

Most obviously, this text will serve Chinese law students
and scholars as a point of comparison. More importantly, in this
era shortly after major reforms in the Chinese criminal procedure
law, we hope this text will introduce new ways of thinking about
the different possible roles of government and citizen in respond-
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ing to criminal acts in an ordered society. If this book stimulates
thought and discussion among Chinese students, as it has among thou-

sands of American students, we will consider it a success.

Ellen Hochstedler Steury
Nancy Frank
March 16, 2000
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