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Preface

One day in the summer of 1993, the
author of the book Mr. Li Xiguang and
another Xinhua reporter Mr - Zhuo
Peirong came to my office asking the
Environment Committee of the Na
tional People’s Congress to autharize
them to orgamize a small group of
Chinese journalists for an expedition
into the hearllana of e Taklamakan
Desert, the second largest desert in the
world “Our purpose I1s to write stories
about the arcient oas's kingdom of
Niya, which has been buned insand for
1.500 years,” |1 told us

The land of Nive sounds so strange
and so d stant to us that my office was
not sure if it was a good dea to send a
few Chinese jou nalists to take such a
cangerous adventure to a place which
was nat even clearly marked on maiy

But Mi Li, one uf the lsadirg
envrrormental Journalists of the coun-
try, was so determined to make such a
1r1p that he did not allow us to say ne
“Since 1t was first discovered by
Brtiscn explorer Aurel Stemn late last
century. theie has never been a
Journalist going there.”” ne said. “Butin
recent years. international sciertists
and archaeologists are paying Increas-
ing attennionto Niya Forexamples, The
French Nationat Research Centre has
launched a remote-sensing satellite for
a mission to locate tne sand-buned
Buddhist cities in Taklamakan. Unesco
s orgamzing @ Buddhist route
exped 11on which will attempt to stop at
Niva. the Chincsc government has
approved a Sino-Japanese expedition
team t come to Niya in the fall of 1993

But all the above planned expeaitions
are simply for archaeoiogical purposes
If the rediscovery of Niya 1s reported
from an ecological and environmental
perspective, Niya could serve as one of
the most tagic lessons for people 10
learn 2oout how important 1t 15 to
protect the man’s ecologcal enviro
nment

In order to make such a 'np &t tow
cost, Mr L. said that s small
expedizion group. with coa:d
Mt Lin Yongpian. a photogra;
Xinjiang. would [o1n the $ no Jap
Niya expudition tean which  was
financialy, supported by the Japanese
Buddh st mork Yasutaka Ko ma ard
share camels, desert rucks tenis [u
lood and dnink ng water v, -1 [nem

Hearning that Lo and bis frerds could
gather  some  extraordingiy  good
environmrental stones in the dreadful
Taklamakar desert and did not ask us to
give then any financial
decided 10 ginve Them at least some
moral suppo't My secretany M Tian
Weiyong gave ¢ an oticial document
signed jointly oy the Fnvirorment
Committee of the Natonal People's
Congress the Propaganca Depa-tment
of the Cental Committce o° the
Chinese Communmist Party the M nistry
of Radio Television and Filne, eri the
State Bureau for Environmen
tion.  which demanded tie Iocal
authorties along the raute o expe-
dition offer necessary nelo to them n
case ol their need

In November 1993, Li and Ln came
back from Niya with hundreds of nages

seort we

of diarv and thousands ol photograpns
Inthe following moatns their exclusive
stories and photog-apts publ shec or
more than 100 raticnal and .ntern-
ational newspers and magazines made
Niya a place where most ecologists and
environmentalists are drearing to go
In May 1994, mv office and Unesco
oncly organized & proto show
Beqing Librany featurng some 200
photos taken by L. Yorgpan
Xiguang  Yasuteks  <oprra  Zru
Pe rorg and Y1 Huimin i ard arourd
tneru ns of Niva The photo show was s
great success. Mary v siars said aher
see rg the show Mas o,
cvil zaton  If mar deoredstes
log cal envirormert ar wit, o’
today s civil zat ors wiil everiual y on
punished by the Mother Nature ke
whet happened to N

I offer my special congratuiations
the publication of this eautiful boac
‘Niva, Paadise Regared , waen
would not be possipie withaut the
generous support of Mr Vasutaka
Ko.ma | believe the boax wilt sound o
waringtoreaders ‘Protect the Motne
Nature 1s actualy protectrg  mar
Fimseif!

e s

Qu Geping
Chairman,
Environment and Resources
Committee,
National People’s Congress,
People’s Republic of China
March 19, 1985
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