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The Essence of New China's Bookbinding & Layout,
edited hy the Binding & Layout Committee of the
Association of Publication Workers of China and
published by Anhui Education Press, is a large album of
paintings. It unfolds, before the reader’s eves,
China's achievements in the field of binding & layout
in the past half century. It is of great significance to
publish the book at the historic moment of the 50"
anniversary of the founding of the PRC and the coming
of the 21" century.

Our country has a leng history in the publication of
books and bookbinding & layout has undergone constant
changes. The ancient books ranged. in form, from
scroll. pamphlet, sheet, cloth slip - case to envelope,
which resulted in different ways of bookbinding, such
as bamboo slip. fine silk, scroll, folded sheet , butterfly
(a kind of unsewn binding), wrapped - ridge and
traditional thread binding. All of those have their own
characleristics.Now bookbinding has formed our own
national style.Since May 4th Movement . bookbinding &
lavout has experienced constant changes.Many
outstanding painters and writers have participated in
bookbinding design. Lu Xun,regarding it as an important
part of books, made great contribution to the
development of bookbinding & layout in China. He even
did some bookbindings by himself . Since the founding
of the PRC,under the guidance of the CPU’s principles
for literature and art, i.e.“Let a hundred flowers blossom
and a hundred schools of thought contend” and
“Make the past serve the present and make foreign
things serve China”, binding & layout art has taken on
a new look. The national policy of reformation and
opening has greatly promoted the development of our
publication. Large numbers of excellent works have
emerged in the field of binding & layout art.

Our Party and government attach great importance
to the cause. In 1985 the Association of Publication
Workers of China founded the first national erganization
of binding & layout art called Bookbinding & Layout Arts
Research Institute. After foundation the first thing the
organization did was to held the Third Exhibition of
Binding & Layout Art and decide on awards through

discussion. In 1996 the institute was renamed the
Bookbinding & Layout Arts Committee. Then the new
committee held the Fourth Exhibition of Binding & Layout
Art and awarded the prize. The exhibition fully showed the
prosperity and the brilliant achievements of the
hookbinding & layout art.

Binding & layout is to the content of the book what
clothes is to the man. Just as it is good for a person to dress
properly, it is always necessary for a binding & layout
designer to abide by the creation principle, namely,
“Forms are subordinated to their contents”.So first of all,
the designer should know the content of the book and grasp
the gist of the content, which should be the basis of his
creation.Then he is to set on looking for lively and
appropriate designing language, for instance which
method, form and style to adopt, which material to use
and how to reveal the theme of the book. His creativity
will manifest itself in his choice. So a designer is judged
by his thought, learning, life experience, command of art
and his aesthetic taste built on these factors.

Like other designing art, hookbinding & layout ant
should focus on the times and nation characteristies.
Without these characteristics, it will be difficult for China’
s books to be accepted by foreign readers. Art. the product
of the times, should always keep pace with the times. All
literary masterpieces and arts essences have testified to
the fact that to have the world charaeteristics is to have
national characteristics first. China’ s books should
possess its unique artistic style and charm.

With the coming of the intellectual-oriented economy.
book-publishing cause will face new challenges. It should
be the eternal request for publication workers to improve
the quality of books. A binding & layout designer should
think of his work as a great cause, embark on it with great
enthusiasm, cultivate his own ability, get proficient in
professional work, broaden the horizon of his aesthetic taste
maintain creative vitality and produce more and more
excellent works of the times and national characteristics

to meet the new century.

Yu Youxian,
the chief of The Publication
Administration of the PRC

March, 1999
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