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UNIT ONE .

Prep Work

Study the text as thoroughly as you can and do the following exercises
before you go to class.

1. Vocabulary
1. Learn the spelling and the meaning of the words listed below:

1) cheeseburger / 'tfi:zba:ga/ n. a hamburger topped with
a shoe of melted cheese
PRI A

2) pop /pop/ n.  a sweet drink containing a harmless gas,

: usually made to taste of a particular fruit

or of ginger
A IR H R TORH

3) sonny /'sani” n. (become rare) ( used in speaking to a
young boy)
PRI, DB

4) yell /jel/ v. say or shout loudly
R g, 1L

2. Look up the following words in an English- English dictionary
and write down their meanings according to the context.

1) shine wv.
2) bleed .
3) order .
4) sick adj.

3. Work out the meaning of the words listed below according to
a) the context;
b) your own knowledge.

1) hustling :
The writer had been hustling all day; he had done odd jobs,
and got some money. So hustling probably means ...

1



23 gooeoly
The writer was able © buy a good meal because he had
googols of money. So googols probably meuns ...

3) check
The restaurant owner asked the wimo o pav the check at the
end of the meal. So a check 1s probably ...

4y chili -
The writer was in the restaurant eating. He had a bow! of chili.
So chili s probably a tvpe of ...

V. Study the notes 1o the text carefilly.

1.

Lo

Notes

1. wino:
A person who is addicted to alcoho! and drinks 1t most of the
time. He or she doesn’t bother to eat verv much and is often
drunk.

2. Pepsi :
An American brand of fizzy drink very similar to Cocacola.

Read the text aguin and decide whether these siatements are
true (T) or false (F) .
[. This incident took place in the morning.

2. The writer likes winos.

3. When asked to pay the check. the wino pretended he
had lost his money.

4. _____ Mr. Williams didn 't understand why the wino ate the
food.

5. _____ The writer paid the wino s bill. ,

6. In the end the wino paid the money for the food.

7. The wino was angry with the writer as he walked out
of the door.

8. —— The writer has a tull-time job.




V.
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Can vyou infer from the text in which country the story took place’’
Give reasons .

Text
Not Poor. Just Broke

... One day I met this wino in a restaurant. I'd been out
hustling all day. shining shoes. selling newspapers. and 1 had
googols of money in my pocket. Bought me a bowl of chili for fif
teen cents, and a cheeseburger for fifteen cents, and a Pepst for five
cents, and a piece of chocolate cake for ten cents. That was a good
meal. [ was eating when this old wino came in. 1 love winos be
cause they never hurt anyone but themselves.

The old wino sat down at the counter and ordered twen-
ty-six cents worth of food. He ate it like he really enjoyed it.
When the owner, Mr. Williams. asked him to pay the check. the
old wino didn't lie or go through his pocket like he suddenly
found a hole.

He just said: “Dont have no money."

The owner yelled: “Why in hell you come in here and eat
my food if you don "t have no monev? That food cost me
money.”

Mister Williams jumped over the counter and knocked the
wino off his stool and beat him over the head with a pop bottle.
Then he stepped back and waiched the wino bleed. Then he
kicked him. And he kicked him again.

I looked at the wino with blood all over his face and 1 went
over. “Leave him alone, Mister Williams. 11l pay the twenty-six
cents.” |

The wino got up. slowly. pulling himself up to the stool.
then up to the counter, holding on for a minute until his legs
stopped shaking so bad. He looked at me with pure hate. “Keep
your twenty-six cenis. You don’t have to pay, not now. I just

4
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finished paying for it.”

He started to walk out. and as he passed me. he reached

30 down and touched my shoulder. “Thanks. sonny. but it's too late
now. Why didn 't you pay it before?

I was pretty sick about that. I waited too long to help anoth-

€r man.

I. Reading Aloud

Exercises

1. Read aloud the following noun/verb pairs:
( Pronounce the nouns with stress on the first syllable. Pro-
nounce the verbs with stress on the second syllable. )

Nouns
'increase
' progress
" present
"subject
‘survey
' produce
" insert
' permit
"import
“insult
" protest
" escort
" record
' suspect
" transfer
'rebel
"object
"extract

Verbs
in'crease
pro’ gress
pre sent
sub ' ject
sur ‘'vey
pro duce
in’sert
per mit
im ‘port

- 1n 'sult

pro “test
¢s 'cort
re cord
sus pect
trans 'fer
re ' bel
ob 'ject
ex tract

2. Read aloud the following sentences:
1) Smoking is not permitted here.
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2) We shall present him with a watch.

3) You should progress from the easy to the difficult.
4) My brother is making great progress in his studies.
5) We should insert an exercise here.

6) This is only an extract from the novel.

7) Professor Wu can converse in three languages.

8) Where did you get this new record?

9) I object to being treated like a child.

10) Can you tell me the name of that object over there?

3. Read aloud the second half of the text, starting from “Mister
Williams jumped over ..." to the end.

II. Language and Comprehension
1. Answer the following questions:

1) At what time of day did this incident take place? How do
you know?

2) Explain in your own words why the author likes winos.

3) Why do you think the wino didn’t try to make excuses
about not having any money?

4) Why did the wino look at the author “with pure hate™?

5) In what way did the wino pay for his meal?

6) How did the author feel about this incident?

7) Why did he feel this way? '

8) Explain the meaning of the title of this story.

2. Summary skills .

1) Now look at this list of general characteristics . Each of the
characters went through a range of emotions during this
incident. Write down beside each character the emotions or
feelings you think they went through . Add any more of your
own, then compare your answers with your partner.

satisfied Mr. Williams :
sad

worried

angry

upset The author:

075116
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generous

confused

calm The wino:
happy

depressed

forgiving

2) There are three characters involved in this storv. Fill in the
chart below to show what eiach person was doing or did at
each stage of the story. The first stage hias been done for vou:

Wino Author Mr. Wailliams
a) Came in and ordered Eating Serving
a meal
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

.2

h)
3. Learn to use the following words and expressions rom the test:
cost. sick, worth, hurt, reach

Cost n. & v.
1) Fill in the blanks with the phrases iisted below:
the cost of living at the cost of
at all costs the cost of
a) They ve reduced the car production
by 10%.

b) The soldier saved the little boyv from drowniig

his own life.

c) As aoes up - the siandard  of liviog
goes down.

d) We must stop drug smuggiing:

2) Choose the rnght words 1in brackets to fill i the blanks.
ar I (C cost- speid i yvou a fortune o send

et e



person to university abroad.
b) He made his way carefully along the edge, well aware that one

false step would (cost . pay) him his life .

¢) How much_ (1s, did) that jacket
(cost. costing) you? |

d) How much did you (cost. spend) on food
each month?

e) How much did he ( pay.cost) vou for the
second-hand typewriter?

f) Translating that book (cost, costly i me several
months.

3) Fill in the blanks with the words listed below and try to work out
the difference between each word.
fee  price  value  charge  expense  fare

a) What'sthe____ ofa new bike?

b) The school ____ _ are too high tor the young man (o
afford.

¢) They sold their hand-made door curtain at a price below its
real . because they needed the money badly.

d) At first, the entrance_______ was 3 20, but | bargained with
the man at the door and he finally brought it down to ¥ 10.

e) Though it’s still early to tell the of this experi-
ment, we can foresee that it'll be very costly.

) What s the to the Beijing Airport?

Sick adj.

Match the word “sick” in each sentence with the meanings given

below :

a) Can a person get sick leave and receive sick pay if he is not
sick?

b) Doctor. I ve been sick the whole morning.

¢) | feel sick whenever | smell the burning of rubber.

d) 1 understand that vou re sichk of linguistics. but as you are a
teacher you must try to understand it.

e) When she first aw that rotten dead body . she felt sick at
heart.



f) Can’t we change the subject? I'm sure that after a school day,
Jane must be sick to death of'kids and conversations about kids .

g) I'll give you an example of a sick joke; once some of her
friends made Jane believe that her husband had died in a traf
fic accident.

h) Stop complaining about the house. It makes me sick .

i) It’s natural for a person who leaves home for the first time to be
home- sick.

Meanings
1) having a dislike from too much of something
2) unnaturaily cruel in humour
3) miss one’s family
4) upset in the stomach so as to want to throw up what’s in it
5) for or related to sickness
6) feel strongly displeased
7) vomiting
8) sad and nauseated

Worth prep . :
1) Translate the following into Chinese:
a) It's worth the trouble to find its origin.
b) Is that film worth seeing?
c) The properties of the small factory was only worth 500,000
wan five years ago.
d) She never locks her old bike for she doesn 't think it worth it.
e) This motor-bike is worth much more than you've paid.
f) Many people doubt whether it is worth the money and
time to try to teach chimpanzees human language.
g) I think it’s worth your while to go through those matenals
before writing your paper.
2) Fill in the blanks with the words listed below:
worth worthless worthwhile worthy
a) The boy is _ of the praise.
b) Scientists finally decided that the rocks in that areaare




c) Although the experiment will take about 3 years to finish, they

still believe it’s .
d) This coat is not more than ten yuan.
e) Now I know the true of your friendship.
Hurt v.

Translate the following into English:

a) MhEER G FERET TR, MBRE #4061,

b) TRE B AN

¢) WX AUREN T & — T HBIEHS.

d) KEEH—2IL, FEHETAXEN.
e) —RHRAMRINTRREEE T, 80 BIEMEL.

Reach v.
Write down at least five things that one can reach and then ex-.
plain them in English:
Example: to reach Beijing ~ to get to, to arrive in

4. Rewrite the following sentences, using the pattern “too... ( for
somebody) to do something”. Be sure to keep the original mean-
ings.

1) He is so astounded that he can’t think and act properly.

2) She is so silly that she can't see the humour in the remark.

3) He’s so drunk that he acts foolishly.

4) The noise around us was so much that we couldnt work
efficiently.

5) According to the law, this position should be held by people
younger than him.

6) Do you think they have problems’in understanding my lec
ture?

7) The psychology lecture was so complicated that even the best
students couldn 't understand it.

5. Rewrite the following sentences using “negative word + but”to give
emphasis.
Model: This man sells books only.
This man sells nothing but books.




