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preface to ‘A Glimpse of Australia’

The successful development of a relationship, such as
the one Australia is establishing with China, depends on
the knowledge and understanding people from both coun-
tries have of each other.

Since China and. Australia established diplomatic rela-
tions in 1972 there has been a constant flow of visitors-be-
tween our two countries. Thousands of people from many
spheres of government, trade and economics, science, tech-
noloéy, agriculture, culture, education, law and the media,
among others; have met and exchanged views, knowledge
and experience. Each country has gained a deepér- under-
standing and appreciation of the other’s role, achievements
and aspirations. The information base and greater public
awareness which have been established, especially by the
media on both sides, have made a significant contribution
to the development of our strong and well—rounded rela-
tionship.

The informative articles, from which this book is

drawn, result from the visit to Australia in mid—1985 by



Mr Zhang Songjia and Mr pang Chun, journalists from the
influential, national newspaper, Economic Daily, at the in-
vitation of the Australia—China Council. The articles and
‘A Glimpse of Australia’ are excellent examples of the be-
nefits to be derived from the media exchange program de-
veloped by our two countries.

Little about Australia seems to have escaped the au-
thors‘attention in the prolific number of articles which they
wrote after their visit. Many of the reports focus oh impor-
tant aspeéts of Australia’s resources and achievements, in-
cluding mineral development, especially the vast iron ore
deposits in the north—west of Western Australia, the grain

and wool industries, the service industries, transport, busi-

ness, manufacturing and education. But the picture has.

been rounded off with stories which penetrate the fabric of
Australian society, introducing to Chinese readers how the
Australian people work and enjdy themselves—and the en-
vironment in which.they live.

The successful visit made by Mr Zhang and Mr pang
to Australia parallels in part my own experiences during
my second visit to China as prime Minister in May 1986.
During the week I was in china, I spent many hours in dis-
cussion with my host, premier Zhao Ziyang, General—
Secretary Hu Yaobang, Secretary Hu Qili, China’s most
‘widely respected elder statesman, Mr Deng xiaoping and

other central government leaders.] met provincial and local
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leaders in five provinces, visited sites of tangible Austra-
lia—China economic co—operation and social deyelopment,
and experienced the sights and sounds of the country in a
way that is rarely possible when a prime Minister travels
abroad.

The effort we are making to build the China—Austra-
lia relationship is a major commitment which my Govern-
ment intends to sustain over the long term. No area is of
greater long —term importance to the development of our
two countrieé than closer economic co—operation. we'are
working towards this ‘through our sectoral initiatives in iron
and steel, non—{errous metals, wool and transport; govern-
ment—to—governmeﬁtj agreements, ranging from science
and technology to agriculture; technical assistance, includ-
ing feasibility studies for projects in which Australia can
Later be involved commercially; and institution building, in-
cluding an agreement to establish a joint—ministerial eco-
nomic commission. We are also actively supporting China’s
efforts to sell more in the Australian market and together
building personal relations of trust and confidence.

But a solidly based, durable relationship needs a broad-
er popular foundaﬁon thar}v eisonomic collaboration and fore-
ign policy 'dialdglié.”péople:—to—people relations and ex-
changes in law, culture, medicine, education and the media
have given the rc_:lationship a breadth and depth which will

serve us well in the years ahead.



The publication of ‘A Glimpse of. Australia’ comes at
an appropriate time in the history of Australia, which will
celebrate its bicentenary in 1988. China will play an impor-
tant part in those celebrations. Two rare giant pandas are
to be lent for exhibition in Sydney and Melbourne during

the year. China will also take part in world Expo 88, a ma-

jor event to be held in Brishane as part of the bicentenary .

year. The Chinese exhibit, which has as its theme ‘Leisure.

in the Age of Technology’, will illustrate some of the little-
known facets of life in modern China, including develop:.
ments in space technology, its historically important role in
medicine and its cultural traditions. A major Chinese per-
forming troupe will also be sent to Australia to take part in
the celebrations.

‘A Glimpse of Australia’, revealing a broad profile of
Australia to Chinese people, is important as a contribution
to the celebration of the bicentenary and will forge another

link in the chain binding our two countries.
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