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Preface

This is a book written by women about women.
This is a book written by people in Jiamusi about people in Jiamusi.

Jiamusi is a piece of rich and beautiful land.

Jiamusi is the first place to see sunrise in China.

Jiamusi locates at the east part of Heilongjiang Province, on the
Sanjiang Plain—where the Heilongjiang River, Songhuajiang River
and Wusulijiang River meet. The Sanjiang Plain is a rich land, being
one part of the Songnen Plain, one of the only three black soil plains
in the world. Jiamusi has a privileged transportation and foreign trade
location: in the east is the Wusulijiang River and in the north the
Heilongjiang River with Russia on the other side of the river. Jiamusi
has continental climate in the frigid and temperate zone with long win-
ters and short summers, with an annual 2,511 hours of sunshine. Its
2.24 million population includes the Han, Manchu, Hui, Mongolia,
Korean, and Heze nationalities. It has 18,909 hectare of land, with
48.69 acre of farming land per head, seven times of the national aver-
age.

Jiamusi is an important sugar producing area and experimental zone
on comprehensive agricultural development. Its four main agricultur-
al products are beans, wheat, rice and corns, and the area also popu-
larly grow tobacco, beet, flax and red beans.

Jiamusi is a new industrial city which have a wide varieties of indus-
tries, including paper making, textile, food processing, electricity gen-
erating, machinery, building materials, chemical industry, medicine,
electronics and metallurgical industry, with more than 400 kinds of
industrial products. It has the most number of ports in China: five first
grade ports, one international airport and two road ports. Jiamusi is the
starting point of the river-and-sea coordinated transport. It takes only




half of the time to ship goods from Jiamusi to Hokkaido, Japan, than
to ship them from Dalian Harbor or any other harbors in China, hence
costs only half of the money on shipment.

The city is the center of politics, economics and culture in the east
part of Heilongjiang Province, with 26 scientific institutes, 12 colleges
and universities, 36 secondary schools, 8 artistic troupes, 119 artistic
or cultural stations and 18 hospitals at county or city level.

Jiamusi is the transportation hub in the east part of Heilongjiang
Province, with its railways, roads, river transport and airlines reaching
to all directions.

Jiamusi is also a tourist city, boasting unique fishing villages of Heze
people, virgin forest and the ruins of the “‘Five States City” in the Song
Dynasty. In spring, summer and autumn tourists can join tourist
groups to make a ten-day visit, seven-day visit or four-day visit to
Chabarovsk in Russia on motor boats that travel at a speed of 70 kilo-
meters an hour. Jiamusi is an ideal investment place with its complete
facilities to deal with international affairs, its convenient shopping cen-
ters, comfortable hotels and restaurants and its advanced communica-
tions.

The biggest paper making plant, agricultural machinery making
plant, explosion-proof electrical machinery plant, and bean processing
plant in China are all located in Jiamusi. The Helin Furniture
Company, one of the biggest furniture producers in China, is also
located in Jiamusi.

Jiamusi is the well-known home of beans, the only place which pro-
duces sturgeon eggs in China, and the only “home of wild silkworm”
in the world.

Jiamusi is the “golden river road” to the Pacific Ocean.

Jiamusi is the “bridge on land” to the world.

Jiamusi is the “grand passage” to vitalize economy in the northeast
part of China.

Today’s Jiamusi has been developed into a central city in northeast
part of China. She is a baby born on the black soil. She is a pearl worn
on the cockscomb of the rooster—China.

Fifty years ago, she was only a piece of dilapidated land under 14
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years of Japanese invasion and bloody massacre.

Fifty years later, Jiamusi presents itself to the outside world with a
brand new face. Under the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party, especially after the Reform, Jiamusi is developing rapidly and
has attracted many domestic and foreign investments.

Among the 2.24 million Jiamusi people who contribute to the pros-
perity of the city with their hard work and wisdom are 1.1 million
women. They are hard working, brave and kind people. They have
both sincerity of the people living in the Vast Northern Wilderness and
the wisdom of modern women. In front of difficulties they are
unyielding; they are brave to explore into new fields; they are open-
minded and magnanimous; they are beautiful and dignified. They
don’t consider themselves any inferior to men. Outstanding Women in
the Northern Territory, a collection of documentary reports on in
Jiamusi and which is published to hail the Fourth World Conference on
Women, reveals the unyielding spirit of Jtamusi women.

Although only 15 women are collected in this book, it reveals the
look of Jiamusi women as a whole. The documentary reports have
covered women in a wide range of professions. Among them are
scholars, entrepreneurs, teachers, writers, “officer of foreign rela-
tions,” and government officials. They are representatives of the edu-
cated modern women. They are the one who prove their value with
their hard work and order their fate with their unyielding personatlity.

They no longer belong to Jiamusi only.

We hope that all women in China impress the whole country and
even the world with their achievements. We hope that all women in
China make their contribution to the equality, development and peace

in the world. .
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