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FOREWORD

“The Gan—zhi calendar system”is one of cultural treasures
of our traditions. This calendar system is ordered according to
the periodicity of some celestial bodies, reflecting the
environments of the objective human society. It seems that our
study of the system is too limited, particularly at the level of
modern sciences. |

Apparently, there is possibly some fundamental meaning in
the system. At present, it is nor recognized by many people and
still less utilized scientifically. Now this booklet is published to
arose general. interests and inducing more people to study in a
scienrific way. This seems appropriate.

Wang Gan—Chang
May 14, 1993



AUTHOR'’S FOREWORD

As the periods of evolution and spin of the earth are not
divisible ,the current calendars, with integral year, month and
day, has to be modified through a number of year. The
forerunners of the current calendar, such as the Egyptian or
Babylonian calendars hasevolved through a number of
modificationg. In 46 B.C. the Roman Julian calendar, was
adopted. The Julian calendar accumulated an error of one day
in 128 years. On 1582. 10.14, the error has reached a sum of 10
days. After 10 days, the Gregorian calendar was adopted. The
Gregorian calendar ruled that in the number of the year which is
divisible by 400 should be a reap year regardless of the rule of a
reap year in every 4 years. In the year of 2000 A.D. is again a
Gregorian reap year. It offers a chance to modify the current
calendar. Whatever modifications may be made, the current
integral calendar is discontinuous. Numberless rﬁodiﬂcations
would be made in thé future.

Although The Gan—Zhi calendar system does not possess
all the functions of the current calendar, yet has the
characteristic property of continuity. As the origin of time in the
Gan—Zhi calendar from which ihe time is started to count was
not defined, it is not complicated by the bewildering
discontinuity as the “0 year B.C.of A.D.”. Therefore it serves as
a continues reference system from thousands of years back with
extremely rich records of oriental history and to continue to the

long future of human society to come. At present, it is very



suitable to serve as a supplementary calendar.

The Gan—Zhi calendar has alsc somewhat additional
function for the forecast in the normal state. The normal state of
a system is it’s normal rules, usual matter, common sense,
constants, general affairs, habitual ways, typical cases etc. On
the contrary, the abnormal state of a system is it's abnormal
rules, foreign matters, objections, special affairs, exceptions etc.
In general, the (informative )forecast in the abnormal state is
more powerful in revealing the implicit property of a system
than the (statistical)forecast in the normal state. However, the
forecast in normal state still has it’s own importance.

One thing needs to be stated here is that Mr. Zhang
Jiang—Yi is also one of the authors.

Weng Wen—Bo
Mar.17, 1993
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