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To the 50th Anniversary of the Founding
of the People’ s Republic of China
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PREFACE

Many great changes have occurred in the global situation during the 20th cen-
tury as the tide of hislory surged ahead and tremendous changes took place in human
society. Fifly years ago. the People's Republic of China, like the sun, rose in the east,
opening a glorious chapter of great changes.

Great figures emerge in a great era. Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Liu Shaogi, Zhu
De, Deng Xiaoping, Chen Yun, Ren Bishi, Soong Ching Ling and other revolution-
aries of the past generation were great men who emerged from the surging revolution
in China during the 20th century. They devoted a lifetime of energy to the Chinese
people. With outstanding revolutionary courage and superb leadership, they led the
people of all China's nationalities in decades of arduous struggle to liberate the Chi-
nese nation and found New China in an ancicnt land. They were the founders of the
People's Republic of China. After the founding of New China, they led the people of
all China's nationalities in more than two decades of socialist revolution and ¢con-
struction, carried out painstaking experiments and made unremitt_ing efforts to build
China into a modern, powerful and prosperous country, performing glorious deeds
for the Chinese nation that can never be forgotten.

The achievements of these revolutionaries of the past generation and all other

people who contributed to China’s revolution and construction built & firm founda-

tion for the present and future development of our motherland and for the prospen'ty'

of the Chinese nation.

Mankind is about to enter a new century. Our People's Republic is about to
celebrate its glorious 50Lh birthday and begin another 50 brilliant years of history.
Under the leadership of the Party Central Commitice with Comrade Jiang Zemin at
the core and by holding high the great banner of Deng Xiaoping Theory, we will

carry the great cause of building socialism with Chinese characteristics on all fronts




into the 21st century. At this historical moment, publishing this large collection of
photographs entitled Founders of the People's Republic of China and President Jiang
Zemin's writing of the title of the book are of great significance. Consisting of the
three parts, "China's Sons and Daughters," "Administering State Affairs” and "With
the People,” the collection gives an account of the work of the revolutionaries of the
past generation. This will help the reader acquire a better understanding of the Chi-
nese revolution and development, help to ensurc the continualim.q of the glorious
tradition of the Chinese revolution and encourage the Chinese people to throw them-
selves into the great task of reform and opening up.

Except for the four photographs of Ren Bishi, this collection is composed of
176 rare historical photographs shot by the famous photographer, Comrade Lii
Xiangyou. Comrade Lii has been working as a photographer for over four decades.
Comrade L, as one of New China's first senior reporters, feels a sense of responsi-
bility towards and has great respect for the revolutionaries of the past generation. He
used his keen insight and superb skills in shooting these glorious.photographs of the
founders of the People's Republic in different historical periods. These rare photo-
graphs of people full of spirit und energy not only have high artistic value but also

give us a faithful representation of the activities of the leaders of the People's Repub-

lic. With the passage of time, these photographs will become more and more radiant’

as though they were poems.
2
The founders of the People's Republic of China ‘3/111 live in the hearts of hun-
dreds of millions of people forever. Their names will b& on the historical monument

of the' Chinese nation forever.

Central Party Literature Publishing House
July 1, 1998
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