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WORLD MILITARY YEARBOOK 1998

Introduction

The World Military Yearbook is an informative, academic reference book record-
ing significant events and developments in world military affairs. Itis compiled and
published annually. World Military Yearbook 1998 consists of the following nine parts

covering military events and developments in all the world’ s nations from January to December,

1997.

1. Major Military Events
1997 witnesses China’s resumption of sovereignty over Hong Kong, improvements in Sino — U.S.

military security relations, the advent of a comprehensive military reform in Russia, the entrance of a
new phase of US— Russian military relations, etc. These and many other events are fully covered in
the Yearbook. In addition, such military developments as local wars, armed conflicts, military coup
d’ etats and arms control in 1997 are described objectively with background details and updated conse-

quences.

2. Country Military Survey
Part Two comprises country entries grouped by continent. Not only updated statistics in force

strength, weaponry, defense expenditure, and production of strategic materials of over 170 nations
and regions in the world are provided, but also recent adjustment to national defense policies and mil-

itary strategies in 1997 by major powers are fully reflected.

3. Military Theoretical Research

Part Three contains 8 sections; military thinking and literature, theories on war and military strategy, opera-
tional doctrine, information warfare, theory on armed forces building, military history, other military theo-
ries and news brielings. These sections truly mirror the developments and trends in mulitary theoretical studies
in the world’ s major countries and regions, paying special attention to innovative ideas in the study of mili-

tary strategy, operational doctrine and armed forces building.

4. Military Technology
Part Four features new weapons and equipment which have been fielded, developed, or newly report-

ed in the media by major countries and regions in 1997. The entries convincingly point to the general
trends in current military technology: slower quantitative increase and enhanced efforts at seeking
qualitative superiority; readjustments of military R and D focus by major countries under the con-
straint of reduced budget; faster development of new technology and its accelerated spread to the

third world; and extension of arms races into high~ tech fields.

5. Military Construction

Part Five covers policies, plans and programs to improve armed force quality in changing internation-



al environment by major countries in Asia, Europe and America. New trends in organizational struc-
ture, training and education, logistics and military law are included as well.

6. International Organizations and Treaties

Military activities and information related to international organizations in 1997 are adequately re-
ported in Part Six and texts of some international agreements and treaties signed in 1997 are includ-

ed.

7. Chronology of World Military Events
Major military events in 1997 are briefly recorded in chronological order in Part Seven.

8. Special Issues

Part Eight reviews representative American views on revolution in military affairs (RMA) in recent
years, adjustment and reform in defense industry of major countries and regions, as well as an update
on world arms trade. A brief introduction on each new head of state and defense leader taking office
in 1997 is also included. Military exchanges between China and other countries in the world are fully
recorded.

9. Color Pictures
The last part contains dozens of color pictures showing new weapons and equipment and illustrating

major military events in 1997. They are pictures of great historic value.

Editors
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