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BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Most books you read tell you about other
people’s decisions.

This book is difterent! You make the de-
cisions. You decide what happens next.

Have you ever made a decision and found
things didn’t turn out the way you'd planned? It
happens all the time. Did you ever dream
about going back and trying again? What would
have happened if you had done something dif-
ferently?

In this book youll find out how it feels
when you get a bad report card. You’'ll have lots
of chances to choose different ways of acting.
You make the decisions. Good huck!

Turn the page and see what happens.
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The first term of fourth grade has just fin-
ished, and it’s report card day. You've been
awfully busy this fall. Last week your soccer
team won the championship for your division,
and you scored the winning goal!

You spent a lot of time during September
and October practicing with the team. You had
to make your Halloween costume and that took
two weeks. You really haven't been paying at-
tention to homework, studying, and tests.

Ms. Shelton, your teacher, hands you your
report card and says, “Jennifer, playtime is
over; you'd better get to work this term!”

When you look at your report card, you
can’t believe it. All you see are two C’s, two D's
and an F. The worst you ever did before was a
C- when you were in the school play and had to
practice every night. Your eyes start to fill up,
and a tear drops on the desk in front of you.

What are your parents going to say?
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Turn to page 5.
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Your heart is racing. This is the worst re-
port card you have ever received. Quickly, you
look around the room to see if your friends have
noticed you.

Only Karen, who sits two seats across, is
looking at you. Karen wiggles her ears and
makes a crazy face. She’s always doing that.
She smiles, but as soon as she sees your face,
she looks worried.

You look away and fold up your report
card, shoving it into your pocket. You try to
figure out what you're going to do. Suddenly,
vou think about not showing your parents at
all. At least not until the big soccer tournament
is over this weekend. The soccer tournament is
important; last year the Strikers beat your
team, the Lions. You really want to win this
game. You're thinking about it when the bell
rings.
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1f you are not going to tell your parents,
turn to page 7. :

If youre not sure what to do, turn to
page 8.
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As you walk out the door, you make up
your mind not to tell your parents. You know
that they will probably find out sometime, but
you are not going to help them. If they see
those D's and that T, they might not let you
play in the tournament.

Karen catches up with you and makes an-
other goofy face . “How did you do?” she asks.
“Please, don’t even ask,” you answer.

“Don’t worry, I'll visit you in the dun-
geon, " she jokes.

“It isn’t funny,” you reply. Karen realizes
vou're not laughing.

“That bad, huh?” she asks.

“A total disaster,” you declare, “but I have
a solution. I'm not showing my parents.”

“Are you serious?”she exclaims.

7

HE BRI, T2 FERRENE
WA VRED . RFEBEMITR RA A TRER
B, (H RT3 SEh— 6

SR AL TE BIARLE D FIRAS F, ]
RATREA SLEIR SRS,

RIEBLETIR, XM T 1R “F
TRERE” b [aliE .

“NZ%, WARE AR AN E ] ,” R EE
A

“MEA, RSBMERERN,” 1
FrEUE il

“TIFBET " FEE ., RIExXAE
HEMR AR NI E TR,

AR LB " it 7] 3

FEET ) WRERE, ARk RE
AMEEAREEE.,

“ELAYRGO” R A AEIE

If you decide to talk to Karen more, turn
to page 11.

If you are sure you're not showing your
parents, turn to page 13.
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You walk out into the hall, and Karen
catches up with you.

“That bad?” she asks. Karen is your best
friend. She plays striker on your soccer team
and can run faster than almost anyone in the
fourth grade. She loves pizza, swimming, and
movies. And she does well in school. But most
of all, she is funny.

You shake your head, and you can feel the
lump in your throat again.

“What am I going to do?” you ask.“My
parents will ground me, or worse.”

“There are lots of things you can do!” she
exclaims.

“Like what?”you look at her.

“We can run away and become professional
soccer players. Pele, watch out!” she laughs.

“Karen, come on!” you say miserably. She
hears the worried soumd in your voice.

“Okay, okay. Well, for starters, you could
go talk to Ms. Shelton,” she says honestly.
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If you don’t want to talk to Ms. Shelton,
turn to page 14.

If you decide to talk with Ms. Shelton,
turn to page 17.
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As you walk home, you and Karen talk
about the problem.

“T just can’t get that dumb math,” you
complain. “And those spelling tests are so
hard!”

“Look, youre not dumb,” Karen pointed
out.“It’s just that you've been busy and not
paying much attention to your homework.
You're always playing soccer with us and your
brothers. Look how good you are now. You are
the best forward in the league.”

“Once my parents find out, I'm the best
ex-forward, you mean,” you say ghunly.

Karen ignores your joke and goes on.

“Here’s my idea. I'll be your tutor. We can
stay after school every day for an hour. We'll
study together, and T'll help with the real hard
homework. We'll work hard for tests. You can
ask your parents to give you one more chance.

“If it doesn’t work, tell them youll stay in
your room until you're eighteen!”she finished.

You smiile for the first time that afternoon.
Karen turns down her street and waves.

“But what if it doesn’t work?” you call to
her.

“Come on! What does coach always say?
‘Lions, Lions! Don't stop try-in!’" she calls
back.
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Turn to page 19.
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That evening at home you are scared.
Luckily, your brothers go to the high school
and have a different schedule. Their report
cards don’t come out until next week. Some-
how, your parents just forget to ask about your
report card.

“Jen!” your dad laughs as you jump out of
your chair. He gives you a hug.“l only said
hello.”

Before bedtime, your brother Dan, who is
a junior and an all-county soccer player, stops
you in the kitchen. “Jen, you're acting weird
tonight. Hey, didn’t report cards come out to-
day at your school?” he asks.

He can tell by the look on your face that
they did.

“Come on, let’s take a look at it, "he says.

In a few mimutes, you've told him the en-
tire story and shown him the report card.

“Listen, I think you ought to tell Mom and
Dad, "he says. “If you talk to them in a mature
way, theyll understand. Or how about if I help
you? They don’t call me a math wizard for
nothing. T'll teach you the multiplication tables
so you'll never forget them.”

You look at your cat, Skimble, who's trying
to steal Dan’s sandwich. Then you look at Dan,
trying to decide.

If you decide to tell your parents, turn to
page 21,
If you want Dan to help you,
page 22.
If you don't want any help at all, turn to
page 31.
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“No way!” you exclaim to Karen. “There is
no way I can talk to Ms. Shelton. She’s the one
who’s giving me the bad grades!”

“Well, not exactly,”Karen answers.

“What do you mean?”you ask.

“You’re the one who gets the grades, not
Ms. Shelton,” she says. Then she gives you
another crazy look and heads out the door.

Your parents forget to ask you about the
report card that night. They go to the health
club to do aerobics and lift weights.

The next day during the social studies test
you feel worried. You don’t know most of the
answers.

You sit next to Josh Harkins, who is the
brain of the fourth grade. Josh doesn’t cover
his paper very well, and you can easily sce all
the answers to the multiple choice questions.

According to Josh’s paper, the capital of
Vermont is Montpelier. You had it wrong!
You've never cheated before, but here is your
golden chance for a good grade.

You take another look around the room.
No one is looking at you. You take another peek
at Josh’s paper. . ..
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If you decide to cheat, turn to page 24.
If you decide not to cheat, turn to page 5.
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