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UNIT 1

Making Preparations to Go to
the U.K.

Dialogue A: Admission Granted

Dr. O’Ryan, a geblogist at the Imperial College of Science
& Technology m London, is vistting Beying for a conference.
He has arranged to meet Mr. Li Zhi-xian 1n the lobby of the
Xiangshan Hotel to give him some good news

Li: Excuse me, is your name Dr. O’Ryan?
O’Ryan: That’s right. You must be Mr. L
L1 Yes. How do you do?
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O’Ryan:

Li:

O’Ryan:

Li:

O’Ryan:

Li:

O’Ryan-

Li:

O’Ryan:

Li:

Pleased to meet you. (They shake hands) Did
it take you long to get here?

Only about 40 minutes, I came by car.

This hotel is such a long way out of town. Let’s
find a place to sit and talk.

(They sit in the guest lounge)

What would you like to drink?

I'd ke a coke, with ice,

(To the waiter) One coke with ice and a white cof-
fee, no sugar. Mr. Li, I’ve got some good news
for you. You've been accepted by Imperial College
to do research for a doctorate.

That’s wonderful! When does the academic year
start?

In the first week of October. But we hope you can
arrive 11 London by the muddle ot September.
That will give you time to settle in before the term
begins  Can you manage that?

Tm not sure. TI'll have to go to the British Embassy
to find out about a visa. Then Tll have to get
a plane ticket.

That shouldn’t take too long. Show the consul
this letter of acceptance. (He gives it to Li) By
the way, what kind of accommodation would you
prefer? You have the choice of a study-bedroom
on campus, lodgings with a family, a flat shared
with other graduates, or a room 1n a student hostel
off campus. They are all within half an hour from
the College by Underground,

What do you suggest?

2 UNIT 14



O’Ryan:

Li:

O"Ryan:

Li:

O’'Ryan:

Li:

O’Ryan:

Li:

A room on campus is probably the cheapest and

the most convenient.

That'll do me. Where is Imperial College exactly?

It’s in one of the micest parts of London — south
Hyde Park and close to several science museums.
. I almost forgot, here’s a letter from Professor

Frank Robinson. He would like to know exactly

when you'll be arriving in London. As soon as you

get your ticket, let him know the number of your

flight, its armval time and the name of the arport.

He'll meet you and drive you to the College.

That’s very kind of him. When are you going back

to London?

The day after tomorrow. Would you like me to

take a message to Frank?

Please send him my best regards and tell him I'l

write as soon as I have any news.

Certainly. Look at the time! Would you like to

stay for dinner, Mr. Li?

Thanks anyway, but I must be getting back. Thank

you for all your help.

Not at all. T'll look forward to seeing you again

in London in a couple of months. Goodbye, Mr.

Li.

Goodbye, Dr. O’Ryan.

Notes

1. This hotel is such a long way out of town.=This hotel is so
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far | (away)from town.

out of town.

Xan. .
This man is such a good scientist. == This man is so good at
science.

This book is such a long one, = This book is so long.
academic degrees (%{i): B. A. (Bachelor of Arts ¥%+4),

ERXERTH such 5 so foigEe,

‘B.Sc. (Bachelor of Science #%:+), M.A. (Master of Arts

&M +), M.Sc. (Master of Science ##i4), Ph.D. (Doctor
of Philosophy #2:j#1-),

The academic year (3:4¢) begins in October and ends in June.
The approximate dates are as follows:

Term 1 7 Oct. — 16 Dec.
Term 2 13 Jan. — 24 Mar.
Term 3 28 Apr. — 30 June.

lodgings: a room in someone’s private home where the lodger
eats one or more meals with the family

Underground (the Tube): This is the underground raiiway which
goes to every part of London.

That’ll do me. = That (room) will serve my needs.

There are two main airports in the London area: Heathrow
Airport (west of London) and Gatwick Airport (south of Lon-
don). CAAC (China Airlines) takes off and lands at Gatwick
Airport.

Drills

Did it take you long to get here?

a. How long did it take you to get here?

b. How long does it take for a letter to get to London?
c. How long does the flight take?

d.. Will it take me long to get to the railway station?

UNIT 14



e. It takes too long by bus. Why don’t you go by tube?

. What would you like to drink?

-~

a. A: What | would you lik/e
do you want

B: 1 |{would like |a coke,

want
feel like
b. Which | would you %g — beer or wine?

do you want

c. A: [What | would you like to ng ?
Where go

When I leave l

B: | Go for a walk.
To the park.
At 9 o’clock.

d. Would you like to go sightseeing in Beijung?

. You have the choice of a study-bedroom on campus, lodgings

with a family, a flat shared with other graduates or a room
1n a student hostel off campus.

a. You have the choice of three | varieties of fresh fruit.
kinds of dessert.

b. For the second course, there is a choice of steak, lamb
chops or chicken.
c. The supermarket has a large choice of goods.

. Please send him my best wishes.

a. A: Good-bye, and remember me to your wife.
B: T'll give her your regards as soon as I get back.

UNIT 14 5



b. Please say a special hello to your parents.
c¢. Convey (Extend) my kindest regards te your mother.
5. He has arranged to meet Mr. Li at the Xiangshan Hotel.

a. I arranged to meet her at 9 o’clock.

I arranged with her to meet at 9 o’clock.

I arranged that I should meet her at 9 o’clock.
I made arrangements to meet her at 9 o’clock.

b. Would you like to arrange for a private meeting?
¢. I can arrange for you to see the doctor two weeks from
now.
6. I'll have to go to the British Embassy to find out about a visa.

a. You should see | the consul at the American Embassy
the American consul

to find out about getting a visa.
He wrote to find out abou a job 11 China.
I want to find out about my relatives in the States.
Wait a moment. I haven’t found out how much the fare
1S yet.
7. You will have to share a flat with other graduates.
a. We have to share the kitchen with the landlady.
b. Everyone in the house shares the bathroom.
¢. (At the hotel)
A+ Do you take in foreign students?
B: Yes, if you don’t mind sharing (a room with two others).

e g

Exercise 1

1. Comprehension questions:
1. What degree 1s Mr. Li gowng to study for?
2. When does the academic year start in Britain?
3. Why do Professor Robmson and Dr, O’Ryan want Mr. Li
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6.

B.

to come to England before the term starts?

Are the different kinds of accommodation Dr.

talks about far from Imperial College?

Why does Prof. Robinson want to know the arrival time

of Mr. Lr's flight?

Where does Prof. Robinson work?
Make dialogues out of the following:
A: What 1s the purpose of your visit to the UK ?

I'm gomg | for a conference.

on business.

gation,

as a tourist.

for trade purposcs.
for personal reasons.

with an official/scientific/government dele-

as a student

as a visiting scholar.

to do research

to visit an exhibition

How long are you planning to [stay there?

I don’t know exactly.

spend

No more than
No longer than
Less than .
About .,

At most...

At least .

What degiee are you gomng to study for?
B.A./B Sc¢./M.A /M.Sc.;Ph D.

UNIT 14
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II1.

Several days ago Mr.
consul at the British Embassy.

A: What kind of accommodation would you prefer?

B: T'd like | a study-bedroom on campus.
lodgings with a famuly,
a flat shared with other graduates.
a room m a student hostel off campus.

Write a reply to Professor Robinson’s letter, including the

following:

1. Thank him for his letter.

2. Apologize for not writing earlier. The reason 1s that your
visa didn’t come through until Sept. the first (Ist).

3. Tell him that you have a plane ticket for Saturday Septem-
ber the fifteenth (15th). Your flight number 1s CAAC 937.

It leaves Beiing at 9 p m. local time and arrives at Gatwick
Airport on Sunday morning at 8 am. GMT. Thank him
for offering to meet you. Say that you will look forward

r + 12
to meeting him at the awrport.

4, Tell him what kind of accommodation you prefer.
5. Thank him again for his kindness and send your regards
to his family.

Dialogue B: An Interview with the Consul

L1 made arrangements to meet the
He is right on time for his

appointment.

Li:

Good morning. I'm Mr. Li Zhi-xian from the
Academia Smica. 1 have come to discuss my visa
application.

Consul:  Oh, yes. How do you do, Mr, Li? My name is

8
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Li:

Consul:

Li:

Consul;

Li:

Consul:

Li:

Consul;

Li:

Consul:

Li:

Consul:

Li:

Consul:

Li:

Consul:

Li:

Consul:

Li:

Miss Morgan.

Glad to meet you.

Please take a seat. Make yourself comfortable.
Now there are a few questions I would like to ask
you if I may.

Of course. Go right ahead.

Why do you want to go to the UK.?

I want to study for a doctorate.

Have you been accepted by a university?

Yes. The Imperial College of Science and Tech-
nology has accepted me as a research graduate.
Here is the letter of acceptance.

That’s fine. Do you have a state scholarship or are

yvou a private student?

1 have a state scholarship.

How long do you intend to stay in the U.K.?
About two years.

Does your scholarship cover the whole two years?
Yes, it does.

And where will you live?

I hope to live on the university campus. I have
a letter here from my professor about accommoda-
tion.

May I have a look? Mm, I see, thank you. Now,
one last question. Is your family going with you?

Oh, no. I am going alone. My wife and two

_children will remain in China.

Well, that’s all. Thank you, Mr. Li. We will
contact you when your visa is ready.
Do you have any idea when that will be?

UNIT IB bY



Consul: Probably about the middle of September.
Li: Thank you very much, Miss Morgan.
Consul: Not at all. I wish you a pleasant stay in the U.K.

Notes

1. The United Kingdom of Great Britam and Northern Ireland
(UK) 1s the name used at the United Nations.
RAFNB R Z/RLEBEA T ESREERSEHRERBER A K,
e UK,
The British Isles include Great Britain and the whole of Ireland.
AFUE S (RIEH S BEARIIE, D BN ZIR2E,
England 1s only a part of Great Britain. The other parts are
Scotland, Ireland and Wales. If you call a Scot, an Irishman
or a Welshman “English™, he will be very annoyed.
T LA RAFIEH — 0. HEilo i, ZIREMB/R
+o B IR An R IRE—A s 2 AL BRE AR /R AL “Eng-
ish”, fh & RASH,
2. the Imperial College of Science and Technology
T R BB (BB K — N EER)
3. Well, that’s all sy Well Jypbamial, #5 4 400 RHE 1L S R R
TREERERB LETIXMEGEREHE. $03HF, BE
Al Rk X 2,88,
4. Do you have any 1dca when that will be? &y When that will
be & when that will be ready MEKRER, ERAIENA,
X fn
You have no idea how worried I was.
Now we have some 1dea what a hard life they were leading
at that time.
5. Notat all. ERIZRHARKERNEEE, ETLA  Youare
welcome / It’s nothing./ No trouble at all/ Don’t mention
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it.; My pleasure. ZHXHFERIE,

Drills

1. Glad to meet you.

a I'm very glad to meet you.

Nice to mcct you.

I've always wanted to meet you.

(I'm) very pleased to meet you.

It’s a (greaf) pleasure to meet you.

I'm delighted to have the opportunity of meeting you

I’'ve been looking forward to meeting you.

b A- Good-bye. | it was nice meeting you |

Nice to have met you

B: Good-bye.
2 Make yourself comfortable

a. Please make yourself | comfortable.

at home

b. As a matter of fact, you make everybody feel comfortable

3. Go right ahead.

l

relaxed.
welcome.

e —

a. A: May I ask you a question?

Do you mind if I ask you a few questions?

B: Go (right) ahead. [rjiZ;
b. A. May 1 start now?

UNIT 1B
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B: Yes, go ahead. ZhE 1By

May 1 have |} a look?
take

a. (At a hotel)

Could I have a look at the room, please?
Do you think I could have a look at 1t, please?
Would it be convenient to see the room?

b. I'd Like to book a flight to London. Could you have a
look at the time-table for me?

¢. Let me have a look at your letter of acceptance.

L1 has an interview with the consul.

a. The President granted an interview to journalists,

b. The applicant had an interview with the personnel manager.

¢. How did vour interview go?

d. Would you like to arrange for a personal interview?

How long do you | intend } to stay mn the U.K.?
plan

4. We mtend to leave at five o’clock.

b. He doesn’t ntend to look for a new job.

¢. This book 1s intended for those who want to go abroad
to do research or attend international conferences.

Does your schelarship cover the whole two years?

(cover. 1nclude/be enough for)

a Assistantships usually cover an academic year.

b. The stipend will cover tuition, room and board.

c. Will twenty dollars cover the cost of a new shurt?

We will contact you when your visa 1s ready.

a. I’d be obliged 1f you’d contact me personally.

b. A: How did Brown contact Smith?

UNIT 1B



