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Dr. Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925), founder of the
Republic of China, was born in a farming family of
Hsiangshan Hsien in Kwangtung Province. In his
boyhood, he studied the Four Books and the Five
classics. He was active, clever, upright and medita-
tive. Like other people in their boyhood, he was
fond of getting to the bottom of things. However,
he was unusually observant of the people’s sufferings,
foolishness and superstition; the corruption of the
Manchu government and the great powers’ aggression.

When he was in his teens he entertained the
thought of national revolution.

He studied medicine in Canton and Hong Kong
and graduated with honor in all subjects. Under
the cover of practicing medicine, he was able to
appeal to comrades to form a party and begin the
great revolutionary undertaking to overthrow the
Manchu Dynasty and establish a republic. Being a
benevolent doctor, he was known to the world as
Dr. Sun Yat-sen. During the Sino-Japanese war in
1894 Dr. Sun travelled in America and established
the Hsing Chung Hui (Society for Rejuvenation of
China) in Honolulu. In the next year, following
the failure of the first uprising in Canton, he went
to Japan. Then he travelled to many countries to
study ways to make the country wealthy and strong
and the people happy with attention paid in parti-
cular to the cultural, political, economic and social
aspects.

Two years later in London, he was kidnapped
by Manchu officials and shut up in the Chinese Lega-
tion. After hig release, he stayed in Europe with
most of his time spent on reading at the Great Bri-
tain Museum. He studied and meditated on the
establishment of a new society of the Republic of
China. In 1898, combining Chinese traditions and
the best of Western sciences, he formulated the
thought of the Three Principles of the People.

In 1905, the T’ung Meng Hui (United League)
came into being to lend force to the revolutionary

tide throughout the country. The sacrifices made by
the revolutionaries frightened the Manchu court and
shocked the world. Western societies said: ‘“The
sleeping lion of China is now awakened.” The re-
volutionary undertaking led by Dr. Sun sustained ten
failures. The Canton Uprising on the 29th of March,
1911 was the most sacrificial. The Wuch’ang Up-
rising on the 10th of October the same year received
response throughout the country resulting in the
overthrow of the Manchu government and termina-
tion of a 4,000 year old monarchy. This old country
was now headmg for a new mileage.

We Chinese are proud of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. HlS
erudition, profundity, magnanimity, mildness, per-
severance, bravery, being fond of learning and prac-
tice were representative of the Confucian spirit and
Western gentlemanship. All who had come in con-
tact with him were deeply impressed by his great
personality.
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President Chiang Chung-cheng, also known

as Chiang Kai-shek, was born at the township of

Hsikou, Fenghua of Chekiang Province. The
famous Hsuehtushan is situated on the west of
Hsikou, Wuling, east of Hsikou with Yenhsi flow-
ing around it. President Chiang wrote in *“The
Pavilion on Wuling”: “Wuling projects near the
nine curves of Yenhsi with Ssuming Mountains as
its backdrop. It stands against the rapids and
dwarfs surrounding hills. Imposing and independ-
ent, it commands awe from its viewers.” Historians
concede these words describe the President himself
fittingly.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the founding father of the
Republic of China, devoted forty years of his life
to the national revolution with the modernization
of this ancient nation to keep abreast of western
countries and the ultimate achievement of cosmo-
politanism as his sole dedicated cause. President
Chiang is Dr. Sun’s successor.

President Chiang established Whampoa Mili-
tary Academy in 1924 and led the student corps
to conquer the eastern part of Kwangtung the next
yvear. He was appointed in 1926 Commander-in-
Chief of the Revolutionary Armies to lead the
Northern Expedition., The out-numbered revolu-
tionary forces swept through Hunan, Hupeh,
Chianghsi and Fukien and captured in the early
part of 1927 Shanghai, Hangchow and Nanking

and later Peiping to unify the country from
warlords’ control.

The construction of China into a land of Three
People’s Principles was repeatedly interrupted by

Russian agression, Japanese intervention and Com-
munist rebellion. When Japanese seized Manchuria
in 1931, President Chiang, after carefully weigh-
ing the situation, borne the brunt of abuses and
decided on the policy of intensifying economic de-
velopment and strengthening national defense in
order to prepare the country for the final confron-
tation with foreign aggressors.

Once the Sino-Japanese War broke out, Pres-
ident Chiang fortified the nation’s will to fight for
final victory. The determination was not swayed
an iota by the deprivation of a large tract of our
territory, the attritional bombing of our cities
especially Chungking, the seat of the Centrol Gov-
ernment and the heavy loss of lives of combatants
and non-combatants. With the vietory won, Pres-
ident Chiang forgave completely, to the surprise
of many, Japanese atrocities of a half century and
announced the policy of “magnanimity for malev-
olence”.

The Chinese Communist Party, secretly ex-
panding its strength during the war of resistance,
initiated fall-scale rebellion at a time when the
country needed respite and rehabilitation.

The Republic of China in Taiwan, having achi-
eved phenomenal economical growth and establi-
shed firmly democractic institution, has become the
hope of millions of Chinese on Mainland China and
abroad. From the lessons of history, we know per-
fectly that the final victory is ours. The Republic
of China, after regaining its territorial integrity,
will work strenuously for the well-being of the en-
tire world to achieve the goal which President
Chiang has been fighting for in the past five
decades.
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President Chiang Ching-kuo ‘is an outstanding statesman. He adheres
to principle and stands firm in his positions. He is dedicated to his duties,
popular with the people and respectful of the law. He wages struggle for
renovation, makes improvements with courage and exercises his great
patriotism to the full. He has become the most popular leader of the
Republic of China today.

President Chiang Ching-kuo is not only a planner but also a man of
action. Among his guidelines for life is: ‘“Never fear suffering,
never fear hardship and never fear danger.” During the Chinese
Communist attempt to seize Kinmen in October 1949 and during the
Battle of the Taiwan Straits that opened with the saturation shelling of
Kinmen on August 23, 1958, he traveled to the offshore island despite
the danger of heavy artillery fire. He visited pillboxes to convey the
concern of the. highest authorities to soldiers on the frontlines. He still
seeks out the people and communicates with them frequently on farms
and in factories, shops, schools, camps, government organizations and
on the streets. Wherever he goes, the people stretch out their hands,
vying for a handshake with Chiang Ching-kuo or a chance to chat with him.
He invariably wears a wide smile.

The President likes to take walks and tell stories. At a gathering or
meeting with the press, he customarily tells two or three anecdotes from
his personal experience. These stories are usually humorous but replete

12 with philosophical undertones expressing his concern, love and sympathy

for the people.










