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Preface

For most foreign students ol Chinese, measure words are
perhaps one of the major problems 1o deal with throughout their
studies. [Uis either beeause there are so fow cquivalents of Chinese
measure words in the students’ respective mother tongues that the
students simply have no set notion about them,or because the stu-
dents can only gain access 1o a limited number of messure words in
their texthooks, which often lack a way for them 1o learn the rest
of the commonly used measure words systematically,

Improving on its [irst edition of 1993, Learning Chinese
Measure Words, this book has boen revised to help foreign students
solve this problem in & better way. It is intended mainly for learn-
crs of Chinese language who require particular help in broadening
their knowledge of the connotations and the different uses of Chi-
nese measure words. The book can also be used by those inventive
teachers, who are interested in using the audio-visual approach in
their teaching, as a source book for making slides and video-record-
ing scripts.

For this revised edition, 178 commonly used rmeasure words
have been included, compared with tne 143 measure words sclected
for the previous edition.

Other differences between this edition and its previous ong
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are: the sitvational passages and dialogues as well as the new
wards are removed; instead, more measure word phrases
accompanied by their pinyin [orm end English equivalents have
been provided. Synonym discrimination is made when necessary

for better understanding and use of these measure words,

The Author
Tecenber, 2000
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An Alphabetical List of Measure Words
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For articles of everyday use or instruments with
a handle.

=11 - yT Dé CnGZI -“l \I.'\‘,$. ,at‘
*EJR_'F‘ a fork e,
pma e vyl bd chdh :
*E%'%JK a teapat
o : yi ba chanzi
TE%F'—,F‘ a shovel
Am R yi bd ohizi
BRy a ruler
. - yi bG chuizi
e 4 hamner
. vi bG dazigin
Ek%g a cello
_ i ¥i b4 ddnzi
*Em_f‘ a duster
. ¥l b& ddo
*Eﬂ a knife
_}_E_.ﬁﬁ ¥i ba arhi

a tworstringed Chinesc

bowed instrumem

AT yi bd fizi
dIl AXe
— A ¥i ba Jidnzi
a pair of scissors; shears
_‘*E@j yi bd ] [an
a sword
2 ¥1 1@ sdozhou
a broor
— T ¥1 ba shanzi

a fan



—EAT L y1 bd shaor

a ladle; a spoon
R yi bd shugiang

a ‘pistvol o
YRS :lﬂfr:bshum
—iERT :|b:;hshlj|oz |’
B
R IR :Lii Sl‘JO
A :Iklj}? yiloshi
—maE Y

an umbrella

| ATitRAFREMEHEE,
* For a quantity of things that can be held in cne
hand.
HUELTEE ¥i bd chéopido
LHR a handful of bank notes
. dmzm vi bd ddoodo
‘TE.*E% a bundle of rice “raw
. ¥1 bd guazi
sy & handful of melon sceds
__sonlge Vi bdhizi
LN a [ull heard
R A yi ba hudshéng
}L?Eit a handful of peanuts
. . yi b& Jideai
?EE”:% a handful of leeks
— yi bd kudizi

a handfal of chopsticks
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For some abstract nouns such as strength, age.
etc. It is used with the numeral — only.

—fE2L
—HHR
—HIIELD

vl bami

a handful of rce
yi pd shazi

a handful of sand
¥i bd torg

a handful of swects
yi bd toufa

a handful of hair
yi bda td

a handful of dirt
¥i bd xué

a handful of snow

yi b jinr
grest strength
yi bd iqi
great strength
¥i bd nidnji

advanced ege

SIRAE BARRT—",

For some figurative nouns and used only with the

numeral —.

Rig LR HHRIEK

ki de 1 bd biti vi bd ydnléi de

1o cry tearfully

R —HE% T
shou chéng vi ba gitou le
to beootne a person of skin and bone
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fangle y1 bé hud

to have set (a housel on fire

guo vi bl yin

to one’ = heart” s coutent

ATt E ARSI IEEH,

For indicating the level of ability or performance
in a peron’s work, especially those with special
skills.

Ta zhenshi yi bd hdoshdu,
He is really o skillful man.
w2 4LREF.

Ta shi vi bd néngshdu.
She is a capable worran.

ATHRFHEEDE HARRTF
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For actions done with the hand It is used only
with the numeral —

i _HuRA Xi yi bd lidn
ik to wash onc’s face
/b o)
bang ta yi od
i fto—
f e 1o give him a helping hand

Sl —dE a ta yi o&

to pull him wih a jerk



