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Ladies and Gentlemen
Distinguished Guests

When we at the Belgian embassy came to learn about the pro-
ject for a television series on the life and times of Mrs.Siu-Ling-
Tsien, we were absolutely thrilled with the idea.

Why? well, because in my view, apart from being highly in-
teresting and spectacular, and as such worthy of a screen adaptation
in its own right, her story holds some important lessons for all of
us.

The story of Mrs.Siu perfectly illustrates how a single individual
can make a difference, how a single individual can change the
course of history.

Certainly, in this respect, Mrs.Siu deserves her place in the
pantheon of the true heroes of the Second World War, with the
likes of Mr.Raoul Wallenberg, the young Swedish diplomat who
helped thousands of Jewish people steer clear of Nazi terror and Mr.
Oscar Schindler, the German industrialist immortalised by Steven
Spielberg in his motion picture “Schindler’s List.”

Another message to us is that we should never forget that the
universal values of compassion, philanthropy and courage can prevail
in the face of oppression, and this regardless of cultural differences.

Mrs.Siu indeed put her own life on the line for a group of
“laowai” from a country where she disembarked only a little more

than a decade before.
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