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Precis of “The Gardens of Yangzhou”

Lying in the lower reaches of the Changjiang (Yangtze)
River, Yangzhou (Yangchow) is a city of great renown in
Chinese history. In terms of its location, it is a strategically
important point along the route from the North to the South.
Being on the Jiang-Huai Plain (in-between the Changjiang
and the Huaihe Rivers), it boasts of a smooth terrain plus
mild climate, moderate rainfall and fertile soil. So, Yang-
zhou is a land with plenty of produces.

Early in the 7th century when the cutting of the Grand
Canal went on during the reign of Emperor Yang of the
Sui Dynasty, the waterway took its course to Yangzhou.
Consequently, by the Tang Dynasty(618~007)Yangzhou was
already a communications hub of our country and, no less,
an important port for overseas voyages, trade and cultural
exchange. At the time there was a familiar verse descriptive
of the rich merchants:

With a hundred thousand strings of cash

Wound round the waist inside the sash,

Riding a crane the wading bird

On to Yangzhou city they spurred.
That was the period in which Yangzhou began to lay a foun-
dation and acquire favourable conditions for its economic
growth and technological progress. Having built itself up
throughout the two dynasties, Song and Yuan, and especiatly
when the Ming Dynasty (1368~1644) was over, Yangzhou
achieved ever greater prosperity and turned out to be the
centre of salt business in the Huai-nan region.

In the middle period of the Qing Dynasty when Emperor
Qianlong (1736~1793) went on “an inspection tour of the
South”, Yangzhou was naturally among the key places to
look over and sightsee. Once again, the city flourished and
had its day in history. It was then so described:

With more rockeries gone up and furrows built,
every house is surrounded by walls of verdant
growth. As canals are cut to let flow the stagnant
waters, everywhere can be seen pavilions amidst
banks of mist.
Since then, Yangzhou took shape as a beautiful city. Un-
fortunately, ensuing war turmotls brought it much damage.
But, from the words and pictures given in this book the
general features of Yangzhou's gardens in those days can
still be visualized.

As Yangzhou is situated somewhere between the North
and the South, its garden-building and architecture manifest
a synthesis of the characteristics as seen in these two parts
of China. For this, Yangzhou has a style of its own and its
achievements are quite unique. It is a significant place

worthy of special consideration if studies in this field are
to be made. Speaking of its individual style, it is one of
embodying brightness and beauty in grandness —a charm
effected by achieving refinement through strength or, in
the literary language, “by employing strokes of a powerful
pen to express delicate feelings”. That Yangzhou is a
significant site in making studies of the Chinese architectural
art of garden-building as has been said, is precisely because
of the typicalness of its achievements,

In this volume one can find some representative examples,
such as the double-deck viewing range, the grade-separation
passageway and season-differentiating rockeries with varied
peak-forming rocks. Their designing is treated in a way
different from that of the garden sceneries elsewhere, fully
showing their originality. '

This book is composed of four parts, namely, General
Introduction, Gardens, Courtyard Houses and Architectural
Pieces. The author has made years of investigation, study
and analysis of Yangzhou's gardens and bulldings as to
their history of evolution and their achievements as an art.
In the General Introduction, he makes a detailed commen-
tary on the subject, followed by specific descriptions of the
city’s various gardens and courtyards. [n China, it is not
possible to totally separate gardens from residences, very
often some gardens being an integral part of the-whole re-
sidential site. But the composition of courtyards and the
utilization of space are of exceedingly great variation, in
which respect Yangzhou is all the more outstanding. Hence,
the author has chosen to mention at some length about
the layout of Yangzhou’s various gardens and courtyards,
the skill of piling rockeries, and the materials used together
with their specific properties. The choice of trees and flowers
that go to fit in with the garden scenery is, too, treated as
a separate subject.

The other three parts are mostly furnished with illustra-
tive examples, including the on-the-spot surveying of over
50 gardens and courtyard houses and the making of their
plane and section drawings. There are also a large number
of photographs of the garden sceneries, rockeries, buildings
and decorations to show truthfully the general features of
Yangzhou's gardens.

This book not only serves as an important source of
reference in making studies of China’s histories of architec-
ture, of garden-building and of housing development and
in doing researches on the construction and designing of
gardens, but also proves exceptionally valuable in going
into the history of Yangzhou the city itself.
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