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GENERAL EDITOR'S NOTE

Tuis Dictionary has been reprinted photographically from the
original edition, which was compiled in Tokyo for the Institute for
Research in English Teaching and published there in 1942,

Attention is directed to the Addenda on pp. 1513-17, consisting
mainly of words which have come into use since then,

For many of the special features of this Dictionary the compilers
are much indebted to Dr. H. E. Palmer, first Director of the Institute
for Research in English Teaching, Tokyo. For example, the notes
on the special features of the adverbial particies and anomalous
finites (see pp. vi-x) are based on his work.

A. S. Hofnby is responsible for the Introduction and for the
definitions of the chief determinatives, adverbial particles, anomalous
finites, prepositions, and such ‘heavy duty words’ as put, puill, sef,
take, so, and as.

The compilers wish to express their thanks to Mrs. Kate Goodman
Inazawa for her valuable help with the proof-reading and for
numerous useful suggestions concerning American usage.

A. 5. HORNBY
June 1948

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

TuE publication of two other dictionaries for learners of the language
—The Progressive Englisk Dictionary and An English-Reader's
Dictionary—makes desirable the slight change in the title of the
present work, which has hitherto been called 4 Learner's Dictionary
of Current English.

The Oxford University Press now offers a series of three English
Dictionaries, compiled under Mr. A. S. Hornby's editorship specially
for learners at the elementary, intermediate und advanced stages,
respectively.

December 1952 1 &58:?:}6
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INTRODUCTION

Thie Idiomatic and Symiactic English Diclionary
has been compiled to meet the needs of foreign students
of English. It is called “Idiomatic and Syntactic” be-
cause the compilers have made it their aim to give
as much useful information as possible concermung
idioms and syntax. It 18 hoped that the dictionary will
be of value to those who are learning English as a
foreign language, not only throughout the British Empire
but also in other countries throughout the world.

Vocabulary

The words selected for mclusion in this volume are
those that the foreign student of Enghsh 1s likely to
meet in his studies up to the time when he enters a
university. After this he will probably need a dictionary
with a larger vocabulary for readmg purposes, though
for wlritmg English he will continue to find this volume

ul.

Mast archaic words, or those which are likely to
occur only in purely scientific and techmical contexts,
have been exciuded. Colloquial and slang words and
expressions have been included if they are of the sort
likely to be found in books (¢. g modern ficion and
drama) read by students. Foreign words and Latn
words and phrases of common occurrence in English
have also been included.

Definitions

Definitions have been made as simple as possible.
Where definition in easy, common words was not prac-
ticable or satisfactory, pictures and diagrams have been
supplied. A lobster, in the Concise Oxford Diclionary
is defined as “ a large marme stalk-eyed ten-footed long
tailed edible crustacean with large claws formed by the
first pair of feet, bluish-black before and scarlet after
boiling, its flesh as food”. The foreign student of
English, if he 1s a beginner, 15 likely to be puzzled by
certain words in this definition (" stalk eyed ™ and “crus-
tacean” for example). The C.0.D. was not written
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specially for him. The ordinary user of the C.0.D. is
likely to be a person who knows quite well what a lob-
ster is and who refers to this word in a dictionary only
vhen he needs exact and scientific information of the
kind given in the above admirably concise and complete
definition. The foreign student usually needs only to
identify the new word. This new dictionary supplies
him with a picture, which in itself is probably enough
for his purpose, without the brief definition that accom-
panies it.

No special definition vocabulary has been used. It
would have been possible, perhaps, by long experiment,
to arrive at a vocabulary of two or three thousand
words adequate to define the whole number of words
dealt with. But the compilers could have no confidence
that the definition vocabulary would be known to the
prospective users of the dictionary. It seemed better
to make definitions on the general principle (1) that
common words should be explained by means of other
common words (with the useful addition of synonyms
which are less common) or by means of pictures or dia-
grams, and (2) that less common words (likely to be
met with only when the learner has already acquired a
vocabulary of several thousand words) should be defined
by the use of a wider vocabulary.

IHustrations

This volume contains 1406 illustrations. In the Ap-
pendix there are illustrations of words used in sports
and music. These have been included because all over
the world to-day Western games and music are very
popular.

Pronunciation

Pronunciation is shown by means of the symbols
adopted by the International Phonetic Association.
key to these symbols appears on page xxvi.

This system has been used in preference to others
because it is exact and scientific. Once learnt, these
symbols are of value in the learning of other languages.
‘They are essential in any language text-book.

Syllabification has been jndicated, partly as a help
to pronunciation and partly to guide learners on the
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iuestmn of how to divide words in writing and typing.
double hyphen (=) indicates that the word 1s to be
hyphened on all occasions. Unfortunately there are no
standards on this question and usage varies greatly.
In general the C.O. D. has been followed.

Spelling

Where American spelling differs from English, both
American and English forms have been given. Thus,
theatre 18 entered as theaire, -ter. In the case of -our
words, the u has been placed within parentheses to in-
dicate that 1t 18 omitted in Amencan spelling. Some
words wiich have double ! in English (e. g. traveller)
have only a smgle I in Amencan. The second [ 18
placed withm parentheses to indicate this. Two excep-
tions are wilful and skilful. These words have only
one [ 1 English but may have two I's m American.

Notes on Type

Definitions and notes are printed in roman type.
Tustrative phrases and sentences are printed in italic
type, often with explanations or paraphrases i roman
type and within parentheses. Idioms, phrases colloca-
tions and compounds (when these are not mamn entries)
are in small bold-face type. When such a phrase or
collocation has more than one meaming these meanings
are set out by numerals placed within parentheses. Go
off, for example, has eight defimtions. The semantic
varieties of each main entry are indicated by numerals
in black circles, Q. @, @. etc.

Square brackets indicate alternatives and parentheses
possible omissions. Thus, the entry say Pput in] a
{(good) word for means that pw? in may be substituted
for say and that good may be omitted. It stands for the
following *—

say a good word for,

put m a good word for,

say a word for,

put i a word for.

. The asterisk (*) indicates cross-references. Thus, at
minsivel there 15 given, m parentheses, m gger® minstrel.

On turaing to the entry at »: gger, the reader will find a
picture of a migger minstrel.



IDIOMATIC AND SYNTACTIC
ENGLISH DICTIONARY

A

1A, @ [ei} the first letter of the alpha-
bet (pl. A’s a’s [eiz]). Al [éiwin)
very good, excellent.

1 [ei, 9] an [@n, on, n] def. (indef.
art) (Am is used when the next
word begins with a vowel sound.) A
and an are normally used only with
singular, countable nouns. ¢ cone.
There's a book on the table. I can see
a free. In this sense the plural is
some, any, several, etc. When a(m) is
used with a poasessive word, the
pattern is @ friend of mine, a book
of hers, a neighbour of Mr. Green's.

each; any; every; a thing (etc.)
called a. A horse is am amimal
(=Horses are animals). How many
sides has a square? In this sense
no word is used with plural nouns.
@ (with other determinatives) & few
books ; a great many people; a little
water. many a (man), many men.
{The use of many a is rather liter.
or emot.) @) one like. He thinks ke's
a Napoleon. @ the same. They
are of an age. @ (used with a
person’s name showing th.t this
person is unknown to the speaker
or the person spoken to) a certain.
A My. Smith (i.e. someone called
Mr. Smith) has called to see you.

3% [a] prep. cach; per, as 50 miles an
howr ; twice a day; $60 o week,

a-back [ob#k] adv. taken aback,
surprised.

ab-n-cus (#bokes] n. (pl. abaci
[#besai] or abacuses [&bekasiz])

beads or bails on wires used in
urope and America for teaching

small children to count. @ a frame

with beads
P00~
B0 or00g]
0 QDO

used in the
a3 S R et 5,

East for work-
ing with num-

POO000C0 o
bers. Bope— 2
a-ban-domn 89,0 e n S 5]
[obéaden] ot
(P1) @giveup ~ Ansbacum

completely; stop doing. Dow’t aban-
don the attempst (ie. don’t stop
trying). They adandomed ali hope
(i.e. gave up hoping). @ leave a
place, not intending to come back.
The sailors abandomed the sinking
ship. @ leave in acruel way. The
heartless man abandoned his wifeand
children aithough they had mo friends
to take care of them. abandon
oneself to, give oneself up com-
pletely to; no longer control (one’s
feelings, etc.). When her third son
died she abandoned herself to despair,

a-base [abdis] v. (P 1) make lower
in office, rank or position; make
humble or less honourable. &
base-ment [sbéisment] n.

a-bashed [obkft] adj. confused;
not knowing what to do or say;
feeling ashamed or embarrassed
(with or without a sense of )
The poor man stood abashed at ihi
display of wealth.

a-bate [abéit] ve. & i Q@ (P 1, 2)
make or become less. The doctor
gave him some medicine lo abate the
pain. The ship set sail when the
storm abaled. @ (P1) put an end
10; destroy the cause of. We must
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2

able

abate the smoke musance m our big
ehes (1 ¢ do something to stop
smoke trom factorv chimneys, etc )
a-batc-ments n T

sbh-bess |®bes] n the woman who
rules the women 1 an abhey

abh-bey (zb) » @ a
building or group of
buldings i which
men (called manks) or
women (called nuns)
five a quet and
peaceful life 1n the
service of {See
monasiery and nun-
nery) @ the whole
number of these men
or women @ achurch,
usually large, that weeminater
was once an abbey o Abbey London
part of an abbey

ab<bot [®hot] % the man who rules
the monks in an abbey

wb-bre-t1-ate [sbn vieit) vi. (P 1,
18) make short * January' is often
abbrevated 1o Jan * Aab-bre-vi-a-
tion [shn vieifan) n @ [making

short @ [0 a short form of a word

“ Arr” and “dep” are abbremations
of “arrwe” and “ depart”

ab-di-cate (#odikeit] o & ¢« (P1,
21} gwve up (royal power, a throne,
an office or position) When the king
abdicated s brother swceeded hum
on the throne ab-di-ca-tion
[®bdikéifon] n. T & (1]

ab-do-men [€hdamen, ebdoumen]
n @ the lower part of the human
body containing the stomach and
bowels (Uf collog belly) (See the
diagram at backbone ) © the last
of the three parts of an rsect’s
body ab-doem-i-nal[zbdsminsi}
adj of or in the abdomen, as ab-
donmunal exercises, am abdomimal
operation. (See intestine )

ab-duct {mbdakt] ot (P 1} carry
away {(a person) by force ab-due-
tlon [mbdikfon] n

a-bed [obéd] adv {not colloq ) 1 bed
or on the bed

A-bel [&bl) n the second son of
Adam and Eve, killed by hus brother
Cam.

aber-ration [zboréifen] »n [
Roing away from the night path, as
20 steal momey 1 a moment of aber

l

raton, ( an nstance of thys,

w-bet [abét] of i1 ) (usu 1n the legal
phrase aid and abet) belp (a person)
. domg wWrong

a-bey-ance [sbeions)n [Tithestate
of not being 1n force “the condition
of not being active for the time
bemng fall mnto abeyance (of a
law rule, custom, etc ), be suspended
for a ume

ab-hor (sbho] vt { rr) (P 1) hate,
think of with hor or or disgust,
She abhkors cruelty to ammais

* ab-hor-renee [sbhirens] # [g]
horror; great hate

a-bide {sbad] of & : (pret & pp
abode [sboud]) @ (P 24) abide by,
be true or faithfui to  An homourg-
ble man must always abide by his
pronuses @ (P 1) (in neg and
mterr, colloq use) endura, put up
with 7 can? ahde that fellow (=1
dislike him very much) ﬁ’(old use)
(P20,23) ive or stay at, a-bid. ng
[sbdidip] adj. (Lter) never-ending

a-bil-i-ty [ebiht] n. @ @power to
do things cleverness nless you
show more abiity, you sl never
succeed 1n your work He 13 a man
of abiily (=a clever man) to the
best of one’s ability, as well as
one can @ (pl ) cleverness of mind

ab-jeoet [#bdsekt] ads wretched,
miserable, (of persons) having no
courage and deserving contempst.

ab-jure (shdz5, sbdxpis) o, (P 1)
swear or promise solemnly to give
up Some of the Roman Emperors
tried to make Chrisuans abjure thew
religion. ab-ju-ra-tion [ebdgu-
réfan) n & [

a-blaze [sbléz] ade & predic. adj
@ (of buldings, etc) on fire, 1n a
blaze @ (fig) bright, flashing.
exciied, The house was e soith
lights Her face was ablaze wnth

anger
a-ble (&b]) ad; @ be able to, have
the power, cleverness or chance to
(do something) (See can, could)
Is the baby able 10 walk yel (=can
the baby walk yet)? Shall you be
abie to come (=will 1t be possibie
for you to come) ? @ clever, show-
ng knowledge or skill He made a
very able speech. He was defended
by an able lawyer He's old but sill
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abnormal

above

quile able (==not yet physically weak).

ab-nor-mmal [xbnj:mal] edj. dif-
ferent from what is usual, ordinary
or expected. [t is abnormal for a
baby to have teeth at the age of two
months. @ab-nor-mal-ly, adv.

a-board {3b5d] adv. & prep. on or
into a ship (and in US.A, a train).
All aboard ! (=the ship is going to
leave; get into it!) They went
aboard the ship. close aboard,
near ; at the side of.

n-bode [abéud] n (not colloq.)
a house. take up [make] one’s
abode, live (at or in).

-hode [aboud] pret. of adide.

a-bol-ish [5bilif} v2. (P 1) put anend
to; destroy. [If war could be abol-
ished, armies and navies would be un-
necessary. sb-o-li-tion [&bali-
fon] n. [U]

a-bom-i-nw-ble [sbjminabl) adj.
@ causing horror and disgust;
hateful. @ {colioq.) very bad, as
an abominable dinner ; abominabie
weather.

abom-i-nate [sbimineit] vt (P 1)’

hate very much ; {colloq.) dislike. &-
bhom-i-na-tion [abdminéijen] =,
© [T a feeling of horror and disgust,
as o hold a thing in abomination.
)] a thing that causes this
feeling.

ab-o-rig-l-nal [Ebaridzinel] adj.
existing from the beginning, as the
aboriginal inhabitanis of a country
(e.g. the Ainu of Japan). ab-o-rig-
1-mes [eboridginiiz] s pi. the first
or earliest inhabitants of a country.

a-bor-tive [sbi:tiv] adj. not having
grown properly ; ending in failure.

a-bound [sbdund] vi. (P 23) be
plentiful. Fish abound in the sea
(--there are plenty of fish in the
sea). abound in. (P 24) He aboxnds
in courage (=he’s very brave; he
has plenty of courage).

‘a-bout [obdut) adv. part. @) here and
there; on all sides; not far away.
He must be somewhere about (=soine-
where near here). There were several
men lying about (—here and there)
on the grass. Don’t leave empty
bottles ard waste paper about when
you go for a picnic. be up [out)
and about, be out of bed and doing
things (e.g. after an illness). @

about to, just going to. He was
about to start (-=was just going to
start ; was on the point of starting).
in the opposite direction. He
aced about (=turned round). Abost
iurn! (military command. Turn
round facing the other way.) @ turn
(and turn) about, cne after anoth-
er; in turn. @ nearly; almost. John
is about as tall as I am. That's about
right. Give me about twenly. Come
about ten d'clock. () come about,
happen. bring something about,
cause something to happen. be
going about, be passed from one
person to another. The news is
going abowt that....(=people are
saying that....).
2n-bowut (sbdut] prep. @ of ; concern-
ing. What do you know about him ?
What's he so angry aboul (--what
has made him so angry)? Tell me
all about it (=zil you know). @
here and there; not far away; on
all sides; near. I dropped it some-
where abow! here (=not far from
here). He was tired of walking about
the streets. Don't leave bottles, tins
and papers lying about the park.
Have yau any money aboui you{ =in
your pockets) ?
la-bove [3biv] prep. @ higher than;
over. The aeroplane was above the
clouds. keep one’s head above
water, (fig.) keep safe ; keep out of
debt. ? beyond ; at a higher point
than. There's a water fall above the
bridge. John is above (-~ cleverer
than) all the other boys in his class.
@ too great, good or difficult for.
He is above deceit (=so honest that
he would not deceive anyone). This
book is above me { - too difficult for
me). He is above criticism (—~too
great to be criticized). be above
oneself, (colloq.) think oneself
better or cleverer than others; be
too proud of oneseif. () greater in
number or amount. All children
above six years of age must go lo
school. There is nothing in this shop
above 50 cents (—that costs more
than fifty cents). @ more than.
A soldier values honour above life.
There were above 500 people there.
.nlbove all, more than anything
else,
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absolute

in-bove [abiv] adv. @ over one’s
head. My bedroom is just above. ®
before or earlier. See the notes above.
See the above statement (=the state-
ment that is above, earlier in the
article, book, etc). @ in Heaven.
abovesboard [abivbd:d] adj. &
adv. without any trick or conceal-
ment; honourable. above=mention-
ed [sbivménfand] adj. mentioned
before (in the same page, book, etc.).

a-breast [sbrést] adv. side by side,
moving or facing in
the same direction.
The boys were walk-
ing three abreast.
keep abreast of MNE¥
[with], keep level j
with, We must read
the papers 0 keep
abreast of the times
(=to know the latest
things that are being

Walking
said and done in the three abreast
world). )

a-bridge [abrfdzﬂ]nw. (P 1) make

short or ‘less. g books are often
abridged for school use. a-héldge-
ment, 7. making short or
less. @ a thing (e.g. a book)
that has been abridged.

a-broad [sbrS:d) adv. @ inortoa
foreign country, as to go (be, live,
travel] abroad. from abroad,
from a foreign country, far and
wide ; in all directions ; widely. The
news quickly spread abroad (=every-
one soon heard it). There's o
sumoxr abroad that. .. .(=people are
saying that....). @ outside ones
house; out of doors. You were
abroad very early this morming;
couldn'l you sleep?

ab-ro-gate [#brageit] ve. (P 1) do
away with; repeal (a law or custom);
abolish.  alb-ro-ga-tiom  {=b-
ragéifen] . ]

ab-rupt [(obript] adi. quick ;

en ; not expected. The road is

Jull of abrupt turns and is dangerous
Jfor motor-cars. {of behaviour
and speech) rough; impolite. He
has a very abrupt manner. @ steep.
The path was so abrupt thai he had
to get off his horse and walk. @ (of
a way of thinking, speaking, or
writing) not joined smoothly ; break-

ing off suddenly. The ideas in yous
composition are good but the style
is rather abrupl. ab-ruptly,
adv. ab-rapt-neas, n.

Ab-Roeas [£bsas, £bsis)m a swelling
on the body containing a thick
yellowish-white liquid. A bad tooth
may cause an abscess on the gums.

ab-acond [sbsksnd] v (P 21, 23,
24) go away suddenly and secretly,
esp. to escape punishment for doing
wrong.

ab-sence [Ebsons] n. @ T being
away. (Cf. presence) During his
absence in America his son grew up
o be a man. Did anything happen
in my absence (=while I was away)?
What was his absence from school
caused by (=why was he away from
school) ? @ Y an occasion or time
of .being away, as a lomg absence;
numcrous absences from school.

[0 being without ; not having.

is the absence of heat. In the ab-
sence of evidence (=there being no
evidence), the prisoner was set free.
absence of mind, want of atten-
tion.

'ab-sent [$bsont] adj. @ away ; not
present. Why were you absent from
school yesterday ? @ lost in thought ;
not paying attention. I asked Aim
a question but he looked at me in an
absent way and didn's answer.

‘ab-sent [obsént] vt (refl.) (P 1, 18)
absent oneseif from, stay or
keep away from ; not be present at.
Why did you absent yourself from
school yesterday ?

ab-fent-mind-ed [£bsentmdind-
id} adj. not thinking of what one
is doing or of what is happening
near one; often forgetting things;
lost in thought.

ab-so-lute [£bsol(i)u:t) adj. 2 com-
ilete; perfect ; unmixed, child

as absolute trustin its mother. When
speaking in a court of law, we must
tell the absolute truih. having
complete power; free m any
co;m'ol. Auf absolute yuler Mu:'a not
ask anyone for permission to a
thing. The King of England is wot
an absoluie ruler. certain ; real;
undoubted. 12 is an absolwte fact
that the earth goes yound the sum.
A man should not be punished without

PRI N S



absoive

abyss

absolwte proof of his guili. € not
having any conditions. An ute
ise must be u‘u whatever
ﬁppm sb-so-lute-ly, adv. ©
completely, as absoiutely iv'nyouiblc.
@ (coliog.) Certainly! Quite!
ab-solve [abzdlv] ot (P 1, 18) @
say that a person is free from
blame, sin or guilt, as lo absolve a
person from blame. @ say that a
person need not keep a promise or do
something that is a duty.
ab-sorb (absS:b) ot (P 1) @ take
or drink in. Paper that absorbs ink
is called * i r,per." Dry sand
absorbs waler. e clever boy ab-
sorbed all the knowiedge that his
teachers could give him. @ be ab-
sorbed in, be very deeply interest-
ed in; give all one’s attention to,
KHarry is absorbed in the study of
Latin; his brother is absorbed in
tennis. ab-sorb-ent, adj. able to
absorb. ab-sorb-img, adj. very
interesting; taking up the attention,
as an absorbimg tale of advenmture.
ab-sorp-tton [abs3:pfen) n. (1]
taking or drinking in. Complete
absor ption of light makes a thing
appear black. being deeply in-
terested in. His absory ption in sport
inter feres with his studies.
abatain [obstdin] oi. (P 24) do
- without; hold oneself back from.
The doctor ordered him to abstain
Sfrom beer and wine.
ab-ate-mfi-ous [absti:mios] adj.
holding back from too much food,
drink, enjoyment, etc; moderate.
ab-ati-nemece [#bstinons] »n. [
holding back from food, drink,
enjoyment, etc. total abstinence,
doing without alcoholic drinks (wine,
etc.) completely.
1ab-atract (£bstrekt] adj. @ sepa-
rated from what is real; thought
of separately from facts or objects.
A flower is beautiful ; beauly itself is
abstrect, abstract noun, a noun
that is the name of a quality.
“ Length,” “ width,” * strenglh " and
“ goodness™ are abstract nouns. @
difficuit to understand. Philosophy
is an abstract subject.
mb-atract (xbstrékt] ot (P 18) @
take away, or out, as /o abstract
meial from ore. @ take secretly

or wrongly.

‘ab-atract [Hbstrekt] a. a short
description of the chief ideas in a
book, speech, etc.

ab-struse (sbstnizs} adj. not clear;
difficult to understand ; deep.

abatrac-tion [=bstrékjon] n. @
[ the act of abstracting or the
state of being abstracted. @ £
the act of regarding something from
an abstract point of view; a thing
that is considered from an abstract

nt of view. Whileness is an
absivaction. [} absent-minded-
ness; the state of being lost in
thought.

ab-sard [sbss:d} adj. foolish; silly;
unreasonable; causing people to
laugh. ab-surd-ly, ade.

absur-di-ty [ob-é:diti& » @O
foolishness. @ @ a foolish ;
an absurd act or statement.

a-bun-dance {sbindsns] n. @

t plenty; more than is needed.
ive in abundance, have plenty of
the things that make life enjoyable.
(Cf. abownd)) @ (with indef. art)
a quantity that 1s more than enough,
as an abundance of good things.
w-bun-dant [sbindent] ¢dj, more
than enough; plenty of. A-bun-
dant-ly, ado.

n-buse (sbji:z] vt (P 1) @ make
a bad use of ; treat roughly, badly
or cruelly. Don't abuse your health
by working when you ought ta be
sdeeping or resting. A good rider
never abuses his horse (= makes it
go too fast or causes it to be tired
out). @ say bad, unkind or cruel
things about a person. @ (old use)
deceive.

a-buse [abju:s] . { a bad or wrong
use. rough or cruel treatment.
@ [0 bad language; cursing. @ I
a bad or unjust custom or practices
The new governor promised 1o put
an end to all the abuses in the

country.

a-buslve [obji:siv] adj. treating
badly or cruelly; using bad lan-
guage; containing curses and bad

words,

w-byss [obfs) n. 2 deep or bottom-
less hole, as the abyss of despair
(fig. very deep despair; the com-
plete absence of hope). A-bys-mal



Abyssinia

accident

[sbizmal] adj. bottomless, as abysmal
fgnorance (fig. complete absence of
knowledge).
Ab.ys-sin-I-a [#hisinjs) . a coun-
try in N.E. Africa,
officially called
Ethiopia .

a-cl-cla [akéifs] n. a tree or shrub
that grows in
warm countries.

‘ae-a-dem-ie

fekadémik] adj.
© having to do
with schools,
colleges, studies
or learning. (See
the picture at
costume.) @ too
much concerned with rules and
theories; without practical valye
or importance.

a-cad-e-my [skédomii] n @ a
school for some special purpose, as
an Academy of Art [Music, ete.);
@ naval [military) academsy. [ JE
society of learned men who en-
courage art, literature, science, etc.,
as the Royal Academy (in London) ;
the Imperial Academy of Japan. @
a private school, usually for the
children of rich people.

ac-cede [=ksi:d) vi. (P 24) Q0 agree;
say “ Yes" 10, as toaccede 1o a requpst
[proposal etc.]. @ succeed or atiain,
as to accede {0 the throme (=become
king, etc.) (also in P 21); #o accede
lo an esiate (=receive land or
property when the owner dies). @
Join, as (o accede to a political party.

ac-cel-er-ate [eekséloreit] vt & 7.
{P 1, 21) increase the speed of;
cause to go quickly; become faster.
aec-cel-er-a-tion [mks2laréifan)
7. increase of speed. ac-cel-cr-a-
tor [=kséloreita) n. anything that
increases speed, esp. the pedal in
a motor-car that is pressed down
to make the car go faster.

'ac-cent [gksant) x, © a greater
force or a different tone of voice
given to words or parts of words,
In the word “1to-day,” the accent is
on the second syllable. @ a mark
used to show the place of the
accent. In this dictionary the mark
() is used over the vowel to show
the accent. @ a way of speaking

Acacia

or pronouncing. He speaks Fremch
with an English accent.

mc-cont [mksént] ot (P 1) give a
word or syllable greater force or
a different tone; mark with an
accent.

ac-cen-tn-ate [mkséntjueit] oy,
(P 1) @ place emphasis on (a word
or syllable) in speech. @ make (a
thing) appear more impaortant,
prominent or forceful.

ac-eept [aksépt] vt (P 1) @ agree
to take what is offered or given.
He asked her to marry him and she
accepted him. Did you accepi their
invilation to dinner? @ say that
something is true, right or satisfac-
tory. I cammot accept such a poor
excuse. An accepted truth (=some-
thing that everyone believes to be
true). ac-cept-a-ble [akséptabl]
adj. worth accepting; pleasant and
satisfactory. se-cept-snce [ok-
séptons] n taking or being willing
to take what is offered.

Ke-ee88 [ikses) n. [ @ a way of
getting to a place. The only access
tothe farmhouse is across some rice-
fields. easy [difficult] of access,
easy [difficult]) to get to or reach.
@ the chance of getting, using or
meeting. Studenis must have access
0 good books. Oniy high officials had
access fo the Emperor. ac-cen-si-
ble [xksésibl] adj. easy to get to or
at. The house is not accessible by
motor-car (—~it's impossible to get
to the house by motor—car).

Re-cesmion  [mkséfon] m. (Cf.
accede.) @ [0 reaching a state or
position, as the King's accession to
the throne, @ [0 &[U] (an) addition,
as the on of new members to
a_political party.

AC-CeN-%0-ry [mhsésori] n. @ some-
thing extra that is added, as the
accessories of a motor-car (= lamps,
pumps, oil-cans, tools); the acces-
Sories of a woman’s dress (e.g., gloves,
handbag). @ one who helps in a
crime or who hides the ¢riminal.

ae-cl-dence [£ksidens) . [ gram-
matical rules about the changes in
the form of words (e.g, foot-feet;
have-has-had). (Cf. syntax.)

ac-el-dent [€ksidont) #. something
that happens unexpectedly and' by




acclaim

according

chance, ugually something unfor-

tunate. Twenly people were hilled

in the railwey accident. without
accident, safely. by accident, by
chance. Yow might cut yourself by
accident ; you wowldn'l cut yowurself on
purpose. meet with an accident,
have an unexpected misfortune.
ac-cl-den-tal [®ksidéntal] adj.
happening by chance. ac-ci-den-
tally, adv. by accident.
ac-claim [dkléim] . (P 1, 10)
welcome with loud shouts, as #
acclaim the winner of a race; &0
acclaim a man (as) king. ac-cla-
ma-tlon [xklaméijon] n loud
shouts or cries expressing joy,
welcome, satisfaction, praise, etc.,
made by many people. carried by
acclamation, (of a proposal at a
meeting) approved by loud shouts,
without counting votes.
ac-cli-mn-tize ([okldimotaiz] of
(P 1, 18) make or get accustomed
to a new climate and {fig.) to new
surroundings and ways of living.
ac-com-mo-date [skimadeit] vt
(P 1, 18) @ have room for; supply
with what is needed (a.g. money,
beds, food, lodging). The hotel can
accommodate 500 guests. Can you
me with change for a
£5 note? @ make fit or suitable.
You must accommodate your plans to
mine (= change them so that they
suit my plans). When you go o a
sirange country, you have to accom-
modate yowrself to new ways of
Yiving (= change your ways to suit
the new ways). S®C-COmM-mMo-
dat-ing, adj. kind; easy to deal
with ; willing to make changes in
order to suit other people.
ac-com-mo-da-tion [skimadéi-
Jou) n. @ @ a place to eat and
sleep in while away from home
g.g. hotels, inns, lodging-houses).
ote] accommodation was scarce
during the Olympic Games. @
a helpful or convenient thing.
ac-com-pa-ni-ment [(skimponi-
ment] x, a thing that naturally or
often goes with another thing.
Disease is often an accompaniment
of famine. A song with a piano
accompaniment. RC-COM-pan-ist
{dkAmpenist] ». a person who plays

11i,

a musical accompaniment.
ac-com-pa-ny [skimpani) vt (P
1,10,18) € go with. The warships
accompaniy the merchani-ships
through the Mediterrancan. @ play
music to support a singer or another
player. The singer was accompanied
at the piano by Mr. Moore. @ do
two or more things together, as
to y one’s explanation with

¥

actions.

ac-com-plice [sk5mplis] » one
who helps in a crime or who keeps
a crime secret.

ac-com-plish [sksmplif] ot. (P 1
succeed in finishing. Poor healt
prevented him from accomplishing
his task. ac-com-plished, adj.
clever; well-educated ; well-finished,
as an accomplished young lady (~=one
who is clever in the social arts,
such as music, dancing, painting, eti-

quette). So-com-plish-ment
[ek5mplifmant] . doing. @
a thing that is w one. @ (p).}

cleverness or ability, esp. for social
life. Among her accomplishments
were sewing, cooking, paying the
ipe-cord [3k5:d] n. @ of one’s
own accord, without being asked
or forced; willingly. with one
accord, everybody agreeing. in
accord with, in agreement with;
in a way that gives satisfaction.
@ an agreement (between two
countiies, ete.),
go-cord [ok5d) ot. £ i @ (P18
19) give; grant. He was accordeda
warm welcome. @ accord with,
agree with; be pleasing or satis-
factory to. That does mol accord
with what you said yesterday.
ac-cord-ance [skidins] s in
accordance with, in agreement
with; in harmony with. In accord.
ance with custom, they bowed fo their
teacher. .
ac-cord-ing [akS:dig] ady. accord-
ing to, (prep.) on the authority of;
following what Is said by: in
agreement with: in a way that
in proportion to. ing lo the
Bible, God made the world in %x
He will be punished according
to the seriousness o{ kis crime (=
punished lightly if his crime is
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small and heaw?ly l§ it is great).
according as, (conj.) in proportion
as, You lgdl be praised or blamed
according as your work is good or bad.
ac<cord-ing-1y, ade. therefore;
in a suitable way.

ac-cor-di-on [(ski:djsn] #. a musi-
cal wind in-
stmment

I?
5st] ot (
come up to
(a person) and
speak (to
him); speak
first, was

An accordian

ac. count
[okéunt) ot & i. @ (P 24) account
for. give a good reason for; explain
in a satisfactory way. Hu illness
ts for his ab. If I lend
you the money, I shajl want you to
account for every pemny you spend
(=tell me exactly how you spend
lt) @ (P 4) think; consider. In
English law, a man is accounted in-
nocent uniil he is proved guilty.
mo-count (akdunt] n. @ a written
statement of money received and
spent, or of money owing, or of
business affairs. The manager
the derk because his
accounts were not in order. I have
an account with the Midiand Bank
(=1 have money in the bank and
may put in or draw out money).
Can I open an account with you (=
do business with you, having a book
in which dealings are written)?
g“story description ; explanation.
't always believe néwspaper
accounts, especially during a wor. @
[[@ reason; cause. not..on any
[on no ]. Don't
leave the baby alone on any account
(= for any reason). om account
of, becadse of. on this [that]
account, for this [that) reason,
o my [his, their, etc.

profit or advantage. turn to ac-
count, make a profit from. He
turned his war experiences to good
account {e.g. by writing for the
newspapers and earning money).
take Into account, think about;
consider. make little account
of, pay little attention to; think
of small value. take no account
of, pay no attention to.
ac-count-a-ble (skiuntebl] adj
having to give an account or
planation. He is accoxniable io
me for all the money he spends (=
he tnust tell me how he spends it).
not accountable for one's ac-
tions, not to be blamed or punished
for doing wrong (e.g. a v young
child or a madman). @ explainable.
ac-count-ant [skduntant] n a
person who keeps accounts in a
business or who cxnmmes accounts
for business companies. ac-count-
an-cy, n the work of keeping
accounts.
ac-crue [okniz] vi. (P 21) comeina
natural way or as a result. If you
put money in the bank, inlerest
acerues,
ae-cn-mn-late [ekjdimjuleit] vt &
i. (P 1, 21) come or gather together;
make or become great in pumber or
amount, Dusl guickly
if we donw't sweep osr yooms. By
Buying ien books every month, ke soon
accumulated a good libravy. We-cn-
mu-la~tion [skji:mjuziéifon] =
ac-cn-rate [dkjurit] adj. exactly
right; free m error. Clocks in
razlwaj stations must be accurate.
He is always accuvate in what he
says does. ac-cn-raw-lr-
ady. ac-ou-ra-cy [dkjurasi] » [0
.c-cll-sa-the[akm-uuv] adj. nam-
ing the objact of a verb or Ppreposi-
tion (esp. in Latin and Greek)—n.
the accusative case.
ac-cuse [okji:z) ot. (P 1, 18) say that
a person has done wrong, that he
has brok the law, or that he is to

because of me [him, tl’xem, etc]:
for my [bis, their, etc.] sake.
Quse importance; profit; value.
of no account, not important
having little use or value. on one’s
own account, for one's own

It is sorong te accust &
pwm of crime unless you have proof
that he is guilty. the aocu-ed. the
pemn who is accused of doing

. in a court of law. MC-
eu--tlon gkjuzédan] = @0
accusing. @
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wrong. bring an accusation
against, say that (2 person) has
done wrong. be under an accusa-
tion of, be accused of. ac-cu-ser,
n. one who accuses.

ac-cus-tom [akistom) o.. (P 18)
make used to a thing. When he
became a soldier, he had to

proves the true value of something.
5. sour; sharp to the taste,

Some fruils have an acid flavowr.
ac-knowl-edge (oknslids] vt (P
1, 4, 11) @ agree or admit that
something is true. You musf ac-
;Imwledgc that you have b;m Joolish.

e ldw't achmowledge his mistah

himself lo long marches. Europeans
find it difficult to accustom themselves
1o sitting on the floor in a Japanese
house. be (get, become] accus-
tomed to. The poor boy soon
became accustomed to hard work and
bad food.

ace [eis] n. @ a single spot or point
on playing cards or dice, as the ace
of ll:earts. within an ace of, very
near to; failing or escaping by a
hair’s-breadth. an  airman
(aviator) who has shot down a large
number of enemy machines.

a-cet-y-lene (esétiliin] n [ a
colourless gas (CsHs) which burns
with a clear, bright lame; used for
lamps (e.g. on bicycles).

ache [eik] n (usu. sing., with or
without the indef. art. but may be
pl. in aches and pains.) a continuous
pain (not a sharp, sudden pain) as
toothache; headache ; stomach-ache.
—ui. (P 21) be in continuous pain.
My ear aches. After climbing the
mountain, he ached all over (= every
part of his body was in pain).

achieve [otffiv] ve. (P 1) do
successfully ; get or reach by effort.
You will achieve your ambition if
you work hard. We have achieved all
that weex pected. n-chieve-ment
|atfi:vment] m. @ 0] something done
successfully, with effort and skill.
The inventor was rewarded by the
government for his scientific achieve-
ments. @ () the act of achievirg.
It was “impossibl hi nt
(=it couldn’t be done successfully).

A-chil-les (3kiliiz) n. a Greek hero
at the siege of Troy. He could not
be injured except in the heel.

a-cid [#sid) n @ a strong, sour
liquid. @ (in chemistry) a liquid
containing hydrogen and other
elements, able to turn vegetable
blues red, as sulphuric acid (HeSO,).
Some acids burn holes in cloth and
wood. the acid test, a test that

@ recognize a person’s authority or
position. Harry is acknowledged o be
the cleverest boy in the class. @ say
that one has received something. We
showld always ackmowledge gifts as
soom as we receive them. RC-
knowl-edg(e)»ment [oknslid;-
mant] n. 2‘@] recognizing the trut'i:
of something. in acknowledge-
ment of, to show thanks and
recognition for. I am sending you a
small sum of money in acknowledge-
meni of your valuable help. g
something given in return for a
service or a kind act. This basket
of fruit is a dight acknowledgement
of your kindmess.

ac-me [#kmi] the highest
goint; tne point of perfection, Wi

b t pe

i hen

prime stey, he reached
the acme of his hopes. Schubert
reached the acme of his skill while
quite young.

a-cornm [6iko:n] n. the seed or fruit
of the cak-tree.

R-cous-tie [akiustik] adj.
having to do with sound
or hearing, as the acoustic
nerves. RM-couns-tics, n
© (sing. vb.) the science of
sound and hearing. @(pl. A
vb.) the properties of a AR acorn
building {e.g. a hall) that make it
goon);l or bad for hearing (speeches,
etc.).

ac-quaint [skwéint] v (P 18) @
make known ; let (a person) know ;
inform. Did he acquaint you with
the facts (= tell you what ha
happened)? You musl acquaint

" yowrself with your new duties (=
learn them and become familiar with
them). @ be acquainted with,
have direct or personal knowledge
of. I have often heard of Myr. A
but I'm noi acquainted with him (=
T've not met him or spoken to him).

ac-quaint-ance [akwéintons] n
© [ knowledge that is obtained
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through experience. He has some
acquainiance with German bul does
not speak the language very well.
make the acquaintance of,
become ac%uainted with ’;M%et to
xnow. When did you e his
acquainiance (= get to know him)?
@ @ a person whom one knows
but who is not a friend. Yow might
boryow money from a friend, but
not from an acquaintance.
ac-qui-esce [&kwiés] vi. (P21, 24)
agree to or accept quietly or silently,
sometimes ' unwillingly, a plan,
suggestion, etc. She wanis to marry
a poor primary-school teacher but
her parents will never acquiesce. The
other members acquiesced in his
resignation (=didn't oppose it though
pethaps they wished him not to re-
sign). se-qui-ca-cence [&kwide-
ans) ». [[J agreeing quietlyor silently,
perhaps without enthusiasm. me-
qui-es-cent [kkwiésont) adj.
ac-guire pkwiid] ». (P 1) get (by
one’s own efforts or behaviour). Yox
must work hard o acquire a good
knowledge of a foreign language.
He has acquired a reputation for
dishonesty. an acquired taste,
one that is not natural. Many
Japanese don't like cheese when they
first eat it; il is an acquired laste.
aoquire-ment [skwiiomont] .
g ] acquiring. a thing
that is acquired through the mind;
skill or ability. Ske is always boasting
of her daughter's acquirements (=
saying how clever her daughter is).
ac-qui-si-tion {xkwizifon] #n. ©
[ acquiring. His chief aim was the
otquisstion of hkmowledge, @ K a
i}en'ng that is acquired. Mr. A will
@ valuable aoquisit

to the teaching

staff of our school.
ac-quit [skwit] ot (-4¢-) (P 1, 18) say
that a person is not guilty of doing
wrong, as fo acquit a person of a
crime. acquit oneself, behave ; do
~ one’s work or duty. ac-quit-{al, n
a-cre (éiks] 7. a measure of land
(4840 square yards or about 4000
]n‘glll:;utc metres). broad acres, wide

]

e-rid [@krid) odj. sharp, bitter or
stinging to the taste (e.g. the smell
of burning feathers or cloth); (fig.)

gharp or bitter in manner, temper
or speech,

ac-ri-mo-ni-ous  [Zkriméunisg]
adj. sharp; bitter, as an acrimonious
quaryel; acrimomious words (strife,
etc.). ac-ri-
mo-ny [#kri-
manijsn.[Tjsharp-
ness; bitterness.

ac-ro-bat (£k-

robet] n  a
person who can
do clever things
such as walking
along a tight-
rope.  AC-ro-
bat-te [xkre-
b#tik) adj. Walking along a tight-
robe is an acrodatic feat.
a-crop-o-11s (3kripalis] ». the forti-
fied part of a Greek city, usually a
hill, esp. the fortified hill of Athens.
a-cross [9krs(:)s] adv. & prep. og
from one side to the other (of).
There's a bridge across the river.
The iver's a mile across. @on the
other side of. There's a forest
across the river. @ in the form of
a cross, He was standing with arms
across. @ come [run] across,
meet or find by chance; happen to
find or meet. I came across a very
interesting book in the library.
aet [ekt] n. @ a thing done. To
kick a caiisacruelacst. 1 is an act
of hindness to help a dlind man across
a busy street. @ doing. in the
act of, while (doing something).
The thief was caught in the act of
taking the moncy. @ one of the
chief divisions of a play or drama.
Shakespeare's plays are in five acts.
« Hamlel, 1. iii” means Hamiel, Acl
I, Sceme 3. a law, as an Actof
Farliament ; the Acts of Congress.
sact [kt vf. & i. @ (P 21,23, 24) do
something. The fime for thinking
is past; we must act ai once. The
girls life was saved because the
doctors acted so quickly. act as, do
the work or duty of. Many students
acted as guides and inter preders during
the Olympic Cames. act on [upon)
advice, do what one is advised to
do. act on a suggestion, do
what is suggested. act up to one’s
reputation, do things as one 1%

An acrobat
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expected to do them. @ (P 23)
behave. You've acted very foolishly
(=behaved in a foolish way). @
(P 1, 21) take a part in a play.
Who's acling (the part of) Hamlet ?
act the fool, behave like a fool.
@ (P 21) pretend; behave so that
people may believe. She's not really
crying; she's only acting in order
to get your sympathy. @ (P 21)
have the usual, correct or expected
effect; do what is required. The
brakes wouldn’t act and they couwldn's
stop the car. act on, have an effect
on. This medicine acts on the heart.
act-ing [#ktiy] adj. doing the work
of another person, as an deting
manager (=one who does the man-
ager’s work when the manager is
away ill, on holiday, etc.).
act-ing (&ktigl 7. [ the art of
performing in plays in the theatre
or for moving pictures.
ac-tion [#kfsn] n. @ [ doing
something ; work ; movement. The
time has come for action (=we must
now do something). A manof action
really does things ; he is not satisfied
1o think of doing things. take ac-
tion, begin to do something. @) a
thing done; an act. We showuld judge
a man by his actions, nol by his talk.
the effect {of one thing on
another). The action of sunlight on
certain materials is used in making
photographs. € [} fighting; [ a
battle. o into action, begin
fighting. break off an action, stop
fighting. killed in action, killed in
battle. @) (law) ) take [bring] an
action against, go to law against,
in order to have a wrong put right.
ac-tive [#ktiv] adji. ) busy doing
things; not resting; able to do work.
He's over ninety years old and ‘ot
very aclive. A boy with an active
brain will be more successful than
a dull boy. Mount Vesuvius is an
active volcano (—one that is sending
out smoke and ashes). (Cf. dormant.
extinct.) @ practical; real. Ifs mo
use talking; I want aclive help. He's
taking an active pari in school affairs.
on active service, (in the Army,
Navy or Air Force) engaged in
fighting. @ {(grammar) the active
voice. Inthe sentence * We punish-

ed him,” ** punished” is in the active
voice. In “ He was punished,” it is
in the passive voice. ac-tive-l1y,adv.

ac-thv-i-ty [=ktiviti] n. @ [T being
active and able to do things. When
a man is over seveniy, his time of
Sull activity is wsually past. @ (pl.)
what one does. Classroom activities
are things done by pupils in school ;
outdoor activities are things dome
outside.

ac-tor [skts] n a person who acts
in a play (in the theatre or
for moving pictures). &C-tress
[eéktris) #. a woman actor.

ac-tn-al [#ktjusl] adj. real, not
imagined. {f's an actual fact; 1

haver't invented, dreamt or imagined
it. ac-tu-nl-ly, adv. @ really; in
truth ; although it may seem strange
or difficult to believe. HMHe not dnly
ran in the race, ke actually won it!
g at the present moment; now.
hich is the political group actually

in power ?

ac-tu-ate {Hktjueit] vr. (P 1) cause
to act. A great stafesman is actuated
by love of his country, not by love
of power.

a-cu-men [okji:men] n. sharp-
ness of mind; being quick and
clever, as dusiness acumen.

a-cuate [akji t] ads. @ (of the mind
and the senses) sharp ; quick. Dogs
have an acute sense of smell. A
man with an acute mind soon knows
whether a book is valuable or not.
@ severe; sharp and sudden. A
bad tooth may cause acuie pain. ¢
very strong ; deeply felt. His son's
success in the examination gave him
acute pleasure. @ (of an illness)
serious and causing great suffering;
coming sharply to a crisis. (Cf.
chronic.) € sharp; pointed. an
acute angle, one that is less than
a right angle (=an angle of 90°).
(See the illustrations at angle) @
cute-ness, ». a-cate-ly, adv.

A.D, [éidi:] short for {Latin) amno
Domini, meaning "in the year of
our Lord.” (Cf. B.C.) 1601 A.D.
(=1601 years after the birth of
Christ).

ad-age [#dids] 7. an old and wise
saying; a common proverb.

a-da-gio [add:djiou] adj. & adv. (in



