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~ Unit One Great American Stories

Passage 1 Love of Life
| * Jack London

Two men walked slowly through the low water of a river. They were alone in the
cold empty land. All they could see were stones and earth. *It was fall?, and the river
ran cold over their feet. They carried blankets on their backs. *They had guns, but no
bullets; ws, but no food®. :

“I wish we had just two of those bullets we hid in the camp,” said the first of the
men. His voice was tired. The other man did not answer. . =~ . :

Suddenly the first man fell over a stone. He hurt his foot badly, and he cried out.
He lay still for a moment, and then called: “Hey, Bill, I’ve hurt my foot. ” Bill didn’t
stop or look back. He walked out of the river and over the hill. The other man watched
him. His eyes seemed like the eyes of a sick animal. He stood up. “Bill!” he cried
again. ‘But there was no answer.. Bill kept walking. ’

“Bill1” _ .

The man was alone in the empty land. His hands were cold, and-he dropped his
gun. He fought with his fear, and took his gun out of the water, He followed slowly
after Bill. He tried to walk lightly on his bad foot.

He was alone, but he was not lost. He knew the way to their vcamp. There he
would find food, bullets, and blankets. He must find them soon. Bill would wait for
him there.. Together they would go south to the Hudson Bay Company. They would
find food there, and a warm fire. Home. The man had to believe that Bill wquld wait
for him at the camp. If not, he would.die. He thought about the food in the camp. And
the food at the Hudson Bay Company. And the food he ate two days ago. He thought
about food and he walked. After a while the man found some small lf_r‘r’isg to eat. The
berries had no taste, and did not _fl/ll\kim But he knew he must eat them.

In the evening he hit his foot on a stone and fell down. He could not get up again.
He lay still for a long time. Later, he felt a little better and got up. He made a fire. He
could cook only hot water, but he felt warmer. He dried his shoes by the fire. They had
many holes. His feet had blood on them. His foot hurt badly. He put his foat in a piece
of his blanket. Then he slept like a dead man.
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He woke up because he heard an animal near him. He thought of meat and took his
gun. But he had no bullets. The animal ran away. The man stood up and cried out. His
foot was much worse this morning. He took out a small bag that was in his blanket. It
was heavy ——fifteen pounds. He didn’t know if he could carry it. But he couldn’t leave
it behind. He had to take it with him. He had to be strong enough. He put it into his
blanket again.

That day his hunger grew worse, worse than the hurt in his foot. Many times he
wanted to lie down, but hunger made him go on. He saw a few birds. Once he tried to
catch one, but it flew away. He felt tired and sick. He forgot to follow the way to the
camp. In the afternoon he found some green plants. He ate them fast, like a horse. He

saw a small fish in a river. He tried to catch it with his cup. But the fish swam away

into a hole. The man cried like a baby, first quietly, then loudly. He cried alone in that ‘

empty world. A

That night he made a fire again, and drank hot water. His blanket, was wet, and
his foot hurt. He could think ofily of his hunger. He woke up cold and sick. The earth
and sky were grey. He got up and walked, he didn’t know where. But the small bag
was with him. The sun came out again, and he saw that he was lost. Was he too far
north? He turned toward the east. His hunger was not so great, but he knew he was
sick. He stopped often. He heard wolves, and knew that deer were near him. He
believed he had one more bullet in his gun. It was still empty. The small bag became
too heavy. The man opened the bag. It was full of small pieces of gold. He put half the
gold in a piece of his blanket and left it on a rock. But he kept his gun. There were
bullets in that camp.

Days passed, days of rain and cold. One day he came to the bones of a deer. There
was no meat on thé bones, The man knew wolves must be near. He broke the bones and
ate like an animal. Would he, too, be only bones tomorrow? And why not? This was
life, he thought. *Only life hurt, There was no hurt in death. To die was to sleep.
Then why was he not ready to die? He could not see or feel. The hunger, too, was
gone. But he walked and walked.

One morning he woke up beside a river. Sunlight was warm on his face. A sunny
day, he thought. Perhaps he could find his way to the cémp. His eyes followed the
river. He could see far. The river emptied into the sea. He saw a ship on that silver sea.
He shut his eyes. He knew there could be no ship, no seas, in this land. He heard a
noise behind him, and tutned back. A wolf, old‘and sick, was following him. *I know
this is real, he thought®. He turned again, but the sea and the ship were still there. He
didn’t understand it. He tried to remember. ‘What did the men at the Hudson Bay
Company say about this land? Was he walking north, away from the camp, toward the
sea? The man moved slowly toward the ship. He knew the sick wolf was following him.
In the afternoon he found more bones left by wolves. The bones of a man! Beside the
bones was a small bag of gold, like his own. *Hal Bill carried his gold to the end, he

« D e .



thought®. He would take Bill’s gold to the ship.. He would have the last laugh on Bill.
His laughing sounded like the low cry of an animal. The wolf cried back to the man, and 70
the man stopped laughing. How could he laugh about Bill’s bones? He could not take
Bill’s ‘gold. He left the gold near the bones. ,
The man was very sick, now. He walked more and more slowly. His blanket was
gone. He lost his gold, then his gun, then his knife. Only the wolf stayed with him
hour after hour. At last the man could go no further. He fell down. The wolf camé 75
close to him. It weakfy_ bit his hand. The man hit the wolf and it went away. But it did
not go far. It waited. The man waited. After many hours the wolf came back again. It
was going to kill the man. But the man was ready. He held the wolf’s mouth closed,
and he got on top of the sick wolf. He held the animal still. Then he bit it with his last
strength. He tasted the wolf’s blood in his mouth. Only love of life gave him enough 80
strength. He held the wolf with his teeth and killed it. Later he *fell on his back’ and
slept. o o . .
The men on the ship saw a strange thing on the land. It did not walk. It was lying
on the ground, and it moved slowly toward them——perhaps twenty feet an hour. The -
men went close to look at it. They could not believe it was a man.” 85
Three wéeks later the man felt better. He could tell them his story. But there was
one strange thing. He could not believe there was enough food on the ship. The men
"told him there was a lot of food. But he only looked at them with fear. And slowly he
began to grow fat. The men thought this was strange. They gave him less food, but

still he grew larger and larger each day he was fatter. Then one day they saw him 90
put a lot of bread under his shirt, They looked irvhis bed, too, and saw bread under his

blanket: The men understood, and left him alone.

From Great American Stories I, 1985
Approximately 1300 words

- Proper Names

Jack London /dsaek'lAndar;/- . A% - BBEEELZ/NLR)

Bill /bil/ H/R(William B9BRFR)

the Hudson Bay /8o'hadsn'bei/ - BB (MERRILEREA K T HIH# )
Notes

1. Jack London: Jack London was born of a poor family in San Francisco, in 1876. His real
name was John Griffith. He left school at-fourteen, and became a sailor, a hunter, and an
explorer. When he was nineteen he went to the University of California, but left after one
year, and he began to write seriously. In 1897 he went to Canada to find gold. London found
adventures that he put into his most famous stories and novels. His most famous novels

include The Son of the Wolf ({3REYILFY)» The Call of the Wild ({FEEFHIEEREY), The Iron
. 3 .
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Heel (SERFE)), Martin Eden (BT - RE)). The Sea Wolf ({#5IRN), White Fang ({ B
ZF . The novel here is adapted by C, G;‘Draper.

2.1t was fall . Bf{H#k 2. fall:autumn BkZF, BkX. EHREERR, RXEXERE

3. They had guns, but no bullets; matches, but no food: B TH A, ZPIR A F8 A A8k, HIW
HEY. BAOSARIPEN B %% BT aREma, B T HENIEMBE.
4. Only life hurt: REFHFA ZBHE.

5.1 know this is real, he thought . XA} this AMAFE . LBMETERBN. fkFEFE
Fﬁ?l&?/\’\t‘ﬁﬁ:@#‘i%\ﬁﬁlxiﬁ‘ﬁﬁfk\%ﬁﬂ‘%?ﬁ~QA@%B‘JZW;(@)’EEIE\%‘%#
%44 @ HPIR T FRRBF ORFRRBBAGITE; ©RRRBILBHIINRIAE©O3Y
FHEMEPERE R Wﬁﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ]’tﬁﬁ%fg:@%E%@J%%*Bﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁ@s@%ﬂ
AP BEERT.

6. Ha! Bill carried his gold to the end, he thought: ﬂl_l,ﬁ B R %é‘ﬁﬁﬁ{)ﬁ? FHRT .ha
RO, X B AR T RIEENHRMEEZHE. ‘

7. fell on his back : {B % . on one’s back {Pif. #Jili: He lay on his back. fh{PEHMHE.

Comprehension Exercises
I . Answer the following questions briefly .
1. When did the story take place?
2. How did the man feel when he was abandoned by Bill?
3. Why did he keep thinking about food on his way to the camp? ’
4. What was it in his small bag? '
5. What did he think about the ship he first Ldught sight of?
I .. Tell if the following statements are true or false.
1. The man could not walk quickly because he hurt his back.
2. The man wanted to find the camp because there was gold in it.
3. One day the man found and ate the bones of a fish.
4. The man found Bill’s bones and his gold.
5. The men on the boat understood why the man was always hurigry.
. Multiple choice questions, 4 '
1. At the beginning of the story, the two men had all of the following except
a. blankets ‘ b. food
c. guns ' d. matches’
2. What did he do before he went to sleep that night?
a. He cooked hot water. b. He made a fire.
c. He dried hig shoes by the fire. d. All of the above.

3. At last he left half the gold on a rock when his situation was even worse, because

a. on a life-and-death moment, what he considered first was how to survive instead
of how to become rich.
b. he didn’t need so much.
. 4 .



c. he might fetch it after he cauld return to his company.
d. Both aand c. .
4. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
a. He suffered physical pains. b. He endured hunger.
c. He was faced with death. d. He gave up hope and wanted to die.
5. Why did the man hide bread under his shirt?
a. He wanted to make him look stronger. T

b. He had suffered hunger and was still afraid of it.

. He was once a thief.

[¢]

j= W

. He had good appetite for bread.
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Passage ' 2 The Romance of a Busy Broker

*O « Henry'

e -
-~ o S g

I

Pitcher had worked for many years in the office of Harvey Maxwell, the
stockbroker. - Pitcher was a quiet man. He didn’t usually let his face show his feelings.
e ) .

But this morning he looked surprised—f and very interested. Harvey Maxwell had
arrived energetically as usual at 9:30. But this morning, the young lady who was his
secretary had arrived wim. Pitcher watched them with interest. (1) Harvey

Maxkwell didn’t pay attention to Pitcher. He said only a'quick “Good morning.” and ran

to his desk. He dug energetically into the mountain of letters and telegrams that waited

for him. ‘

The young lady had been the stockbroker’s secretary for a year. She was beautiful ,
and she dressed simply. Unlike some secretdries, shugxgwq@_ghggp glass jewelry.
Her dress was grey and plain, but it fitted her body hicely. With it she wore a small

vblack hat with a green-gold flower at the side. This morning her face %with
happiness. * Her eyes were bright, her face a soft w

Pitcher, still interested, noticed that she acted differently this morning. Usually
she walked straight inside to her own desk. But this morning she stayed in the outside

office. She walked over near Maxwell’s desk. (2)Maxwell didn’t seem to be a man

anymore. He had changed into a busy New York stockbroker. He’d become a machine

of many moving parts.
“Well——what is it? Is anything wrong?” Maxwell asked his secretary. He wasn't

looking at her. ‘His eyes were on.his mail. Letters and telegrams lay on his desk like
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“It’s nothing,” she said softly. She moved away with a little smile. “Mr. Pitcher,”
she said, coming over to him, “did Mr. Maxwell ask you to hire another secretary
yesterday?” ‘ )

“Yes, he did,” answered Pitcher. “He told me to get another one. I asked the
secretarial school to *send over’ a few this morning. But it’s 9:45, and no one has
come yet. ” e '

“I will do the work as usual, then,” said the young lady, “until someone comes to
fill the place.” And she went to her desk at once. She hung up the black hat with the
green-gold flower in its usual place.

Harvey Maxwell was always a busy stockbroker, but today he was even busier than
usual. The ticker tape machige began to throw out tape. The desk telephone.began to
ring. Men cmice, buying and selling, crying and yelling. *Boys* ran )
in and out with telegrams. Even Pitcher’s face looked more alive. Maxwell pushed his
chair *against the wall®. He ran enw,ﬁom ticker tape to telephone, jumping
like a dancer.

(3)In the middle of all this action and yeliing, the stockbroker realized that

someone new had arrived. He first saw a high mountain of golden hair under a large

round hat. Then he noticed some large glass jewelry. Underneath all this was a young

lady. Pitcher saw that Maxwell didn’t know who she was. He came forward To explain,

. “Here is the lady from the secretarial school,” Pitcher said to Maxwell. “She came for
" the job.” » o
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Maxwell turned around with his hands full of *papers®and ticker tape. “What
jobh?” he yelled. His face looked angry.

“The secretarial job,” Pitcher said quietly. “You told me yesterday to call the
school. T asked them to send one over this morning. ” ,

“* You’re losing your mind, Pitcher!” Why would I tell you a thing like that? Miss
Leslie has worked well for a whole year here. *The job is hers while she wants to stay®,
There is no job here, Madam} Tell the secretarial school, Pitcher. Don’t bring any
mor:of them in here!”

The lday turned to leave. .ﬁér hat almost hit Pitcher in the eye as she angrily
walked past him out of the office. Pitcher thought to himself that Maxwell was getting

more forgetful every day.
I

The office became busier and busier. Orders to buy and sell came and went like

birds flying. Maxwell was worried about his own stocks, too, and worked faster and

harder. This was the stock market, the world of m'on——e;: *There was no room in it for
the world of human feelings or the wbrld of nature®.

(4) Near lunchtime, everything quieted down. ‘Maxwell stood by his desk with his
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hands full of telegrams. His pen was behind ‘his ear. His hair stood up on his head.

Suddenly through the open window came a smell of flowers, like the thin breath of
spring. Maxwell stood still. This was Miss Leslie’s smell, her own and only hers. The
smell seemed to bring her before him. The world of the stock market disappeared. vAnd
Miss Leslie was in the next room——only twenty steps away.

said Maxwell softly. “I'll ask her now. Why didn’t I do it long

“I'll do it now,”

ago?”
He ran into her office. He jumped towards her desk. She looked up at him with a
smile. Her face turnéd a soft pink. Her eyes were kind. Maxwell put his hands on her
desk. They were still full of papers. '
“Miss Leslie,” he said, hurrying, “I only have a moment to talk. 1 want to say

something important in that moment: Will you be my wife? I haven’t had time to show

you, but I really do love you . Speak quickly please theré’s the telephone. ”

“* Why——what are you talkmg about?lo ?cried the young lady. She stood up and
looked at him strangely.

“Don’t you understand?” Maxwell asked quickl-, looking back at the phone on his
desk. “I want you to marry me. [’ve stolen this moment to ask you, now, while thing~
have quieted down a little. Take the telephone, Pitcher!” he yelled. “Will you, Miss
Leslie?” he added softly. ' '

(5) The, secretary acted very strange. At first she seemed surprised. Then she

began to cry. But then she smiled through her tears like the sun through rain. She put

her arm around the stockbroker’s neck. {
“] know now,” she said. “It’s this business that put'it out of your head. 'I was
afraid, at first. But don’t you remember, Harvey? We were marrled last evening at 8

00, in the little church *around the corner!’.”
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1. O. Henry: O. Henry’s real name was William Sydney Porter. He was' born in

- Greensboro, North Carolina, 1862. He left school at fifteen and worked at different

. times in a drugstore, a business office, an architect’s office, and finally a bank. When he

was caught taking money from his own bank, he was arrested and put in prison for three
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