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UNIT 'I_

Passage A :Lincoln’s Autobiogra'ph‘y

Warming-up :

1. Among the many historical figures, Abraham Lincoln, the
16th President of the United States, is one about whom a lot of -
anecdotes and stories are told. Share what you know about him
with your classmates. :

2. In case the stories and anecdotes have been exhausted, you
may expand this topic to other American presidents.

Predicting

1. What do you expect to find in this short autobiography of Lin-
coln? Make a list of the details which you think will be included
in this passage. You may compare notes with your neighbour.
2. Tick -the words or expressions that you thmk er appear in the

passage. ,

origin poverty emigrate self-made  education
reside . ambitious intelligence  willpower  .jury
lawyer assassin necessity clerk military
campaign legislature  candidate reject - height

LINCOLN’S AUTORIOGRAPHY
Abraham Lincoln

ABRAHAM LINCOLN wrote his brief “Autobiography” while trying to
win election as senator from Illinois in 1858. He lost to Stephen Douglas —
but two years later, he defeated the same Stephen Douglas for the Presiden-
cy. After guiding the nation through the Civili War (1861 —1865), Lincoln
was assassinated by a half-crazed actor, John Wilkes Booth, in Ford’s The-
ater in Washington. Among the many good biographies of Lincoln are thase
by Carl Sandburg and James Daugherty.

1 was born February 12, 1809, in Hardin County, Kentucky.
1



My parents were both born in Virginia, of undistinguished fami-
lies — second families, perhaps I should say. My mother, who
died in my tenth year, was from a family named Hanks, some of
whom now reside in Adams County, and others in Macon Coun-
ty, lllinois. My paternal grandfather, Abraham Lincoln, emi-
grated, about 1781 or 1782, from Virginia to Kentucky, where
he was killed by the Indians a year or two later, not in battle,
but when he was'laboring to open a farm in the forest.

My father, at the death of his father, was six years old, and he
grew up literally without education. He moved from Kentucky to
Indiana when I was seven. We reached our new home about the
time the state came into the Union. It was a wild region, with
many bears and other wild animals still in the woods. I grew up
there. There were some so-called schools, but no other qualifica-
tion was ever required of a teacher beyond “reading, writing,
and adding. ” If a stranger supposed to understand Latin hap-
pened to reside for a time in the neighborhood, he was looked on
as a wizard. There was absolutely nothing to excite ambition for
education, Of coutse, when I came of 'age, I did not know much.
Still, somehow, I could read, write, and add, but that was all.
“The little advance I have now made upon this store of educatton,
I have picked up under the pressure of necessity.

I was raised to farm work, which I continued until I was twen-
ty-two. At twenty-one, I came to Illincis. 1 remained in New
Salem, Illinois for a year as a clerk in a store. Then the Black
Hawk War came; I was elected a captain of volunteers, a success
which gave me more pleasure than any I have had since. ! went
into the campaign, ran for the legislature the same year (1882),
and was defeated—the only time I have ever been rejected by the
people. In the next and the three succeeding biennial elections I
was elected to the legislature. I was not a candidate afterward.

During that legislative period, I studied law, and moved to
Springfield to practice it. In 1846 ‘1 was elected to the lower

house of Congress. 1 was not a candidate for re-election. From
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1849 to 1854 I practiced law more assiduously than ever before. 1
was losing interest in politics when the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise aroused me again. What I have done since then is
pretty well known. ‘

If any personal description of me is thought desirable, it may
be said that I am nearly six feet, four inches in height; lean in
flesh, weighing one hundred and eighty pounds on the average; I
have a dark complexion, with coarse black hair and gray eyes. |
have no other marks or brands.

Glossary

(Dreside [ri'zaid Jv. live

@paternal [po'ta:nl] adj. related through the father

@literally ['litrali] adv. adhering to fact or to the ordinary con-
struction or primary meaning of a term or expression

@wizard ['wizad] n. a very clever or skillful person, magician
.®legislature ['led3isleit{o] n. law-making body

®reject [ri'dzekt ] v. refuse to accept

(Dbiennial [bai'enial ] adj. happening every alternate year
®assiduously [d'sidjuasli] adv. diligently; sedulously

©repeal [ri'pi:l] v. rescind or annul by authoritative act, esp.
revoke or abrogate by legislative enactment

{ddesirable [di'zaiarabl ] adj. having pleasant qualities

@lean [lin] adj. having less than the usual proportion of fat
@complexion [kom'plekfn] n. natural color, appearance, etc.
of the skin, esp. of the face

Exercises -

Extracting the main idea

In this short autobiography Lincoln mainly writes about
1. his childhood experience

2. his legal career

3. his political career

4. his brief experience up to 1854




Réading for comprehension

Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false

(F). Justify your decisions. Write T before those that are true

and F before the ones that are false.

1. Lincoln’s parents came from Kentucky.

2. Lincdn’s paternal grandfather was killed by the Indlans durmg
a battle,

3. At about the same time Lincoln’s father reached their new
home in Indiana, the state joined the Union.

4. Lincoln didn’t receive a good education because he was not am-
bitious. )

5. Later Lincoln taught himself out of necessity.

6. Lincoln was'brought up to become a president.

7. Lincoln acted as a lawyerefrom 1849 to 1854.

Dealing with unfamiliar words
1. From the list of words below, select the correct synonym for
the underlined word in each sentence.

“undistinguished wizard complexion reside

excite brands emigrated - defeated

coarse laboring rejected pressure

literally assiduously ambition region

repeal “ qualification  supposed pretty
“a) I was born of common people. Le§ et

3 ) Some of the Hanks family now live in Adams County.

¢) My grandfather moved from Virginia to Kentucky.

d) He died when he was working hard to open a farm. (ab“”rﬁ

-e) He grew up actually without education.

f) 1t was a wild area,

g) The stranger was thought to understand Latin.

h) He was looked on as a magician.

1) There was nothing to stimulate ambition for education

1) T was beaten. ‘

k) It was the only time I’ve ever been turned down by the péo—

4




ple.

1) 1 practiced law more diligently than ever before.
m) The revocation of the Missouri Compromise aroused me a-

gain.

n) What I’ve done since then is fairly well-known.

o) I have a dark skin color.

2. Find in Column A the best antonym for each word in _Co!umn

B.
A

a) undistinguished
b) coarse

c) literally

d) defeated

e) successful

f) aroused

g) required -

h) raise

i) educated

j) supposition

k) voluntary

1) -personable

m) elected

n) qualified

o) knowledge

" p) rejected

q) distinguishable

Analyzing the organization

B

1) uncomely

2) indiscernible

3) smooth

4) victorious

5) prominent
6) figuratively
7) unfit

8) appointed

9) ignorance
10) unlettered
11) unnecessary
12) adapted

. Except for the last paragraph which is a brief personal descrip-
tion of the author himself, the rest of the passage is arranged in
chronological order. Fill the missing information in the diagram

below.

Para. 1 family origin



Para. 2 childhood and education
Para. 3 the different kinds of work Lincoln did
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Para. 4 personal descnptlon

Further work
Modeling upon the text, write a brief autobiograghy of yourself

It should inglude your family origin, your childhood, and your e-
ducation. '



