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FOREWORD

Qufu is a famous city of culture in China. It issaid that it was the
capital of the ancient King Shao Hao and that of the state of Yan in
Yin time (l4th~11th century B. C.) and the state of Lu 3,000 years ago. Qufu
is also the native place of Confucius, the famous thinker and educator
of ancient China, who lived at the end of the Spring and Autumn
Period (770-475 B. C. ). .

According to History of the Han Dynasty, Qufu was in the state of Lu
and its winding c¢ity wall was about four kilometres long. Hence the name
Qufu, which means a winding city wall. The city wall of Qufu today
was built in the Ming Dynasty (13683-1644).

For several thousand -years, Qufu was a political and cultural centre,
which accounts for its abundance in historical relics. Among the places of
historical interest in Qufu are: the Confucian Temple, which is a
composite of magnificent buildings of glazed roof-tiles; the Kong Mansion,
a splendid feudal aristocratic estate; the Confucian Forest, which
occupies 200 hectares of land covered with ancient trees; the Temple
of Duke Zhou and the Fusheng Temple, both noted for - their classical
architectural style; the Forest of Master Liang, where Confucius parents
were buried; Nishan, the birth place of Confucius; and the Mausoleum of
King Shao Hao, which is known as the Chinese pyramid. Qufu also boasts
of a collection of more than 2,000 inscribed stone tablets of various
dynasties and Han Dynasty carved stones. They  represent different schools
of Chinese calligraphyAand sculpture over the centuries. The place where
these tablets and carved stones are kept is known as the Forest of
Tablets. ) .

The historical relics to be found in Qufu are  part of China’s
priceless national cultural heritage. This booklet gives a brief
introduction to the ancient architectural art of the Confucian Temple,
the Kong Mansion and the Confucian® Forest, so that scholars, artists
and tourists may éppreciate and “study them.
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Bird’ s Eye View of the Confucian Temple. The temple for paying homage to Confucius (551 -
479 B.C.) was first built in 478 B.C., the year after the deathof Confucius. It was rebuilt and
enlarged repeatedly throughout the successive dynasties, reaching the present scale in the Ming and
Qing dynasties. Occupying 20—plus hectares of land, the temple has nine courtyards,

for one and a half kilometres from south to north. Itisa famous
buildings.

extending
composite of palace- style
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Arch of the Sound of Metal and the Vibration of Jade. This is the name of the arch leading
to the Confucian Temple built in the Ming Dynasty(1368 -1644). “The sound of metal and the
vibration of jade” is used in the book Mencius to describe the complete process of
performance, which signifies that the thought of Confucius isa summation of all
of ancient sages before him.

a musical
the philosophies
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Lingxing Gate. Legend has it that Lingxing isthe star Wenxing in heaven. Lingxing Gate is

the front gate of the Confucian Temple and was built in the Ming Dynasty. In the 19th year of

the reign of Qianlong (1754) in the Qing Dynasty, its wooden lintel was replaced with an iron
one.




% .
S, PN,

L. ABRAY ANMZSEYS, ELRSE—SRBALS, BFREH-+=4 AT —HERNE £, “k
RS WFEALRGEY FTH. BER, LTWERRAZREIRE, BREL, KEKHT.

Arch of the Spirit of the Universe. Built in the spring of the 23rd year of the Jiajing reign
(1544) in the Ming Dynasty, is in the middle of the first courtyard of the Confucian Temple.

The four characters, written by Zeng Xian, the Govemor of Shandong, mean that the doctrine
of Confucius is like the heavenly bodies in space which move in circles without end.
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Arch of Virtue Equal to Heaven and Earth is on the eastern side of the first courtyard, and
on the western side is the Arch of Timeless Truth .built in the Ming Dynasty. Both names refer
to the doctrine of Confucius.
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Shengshi Gate is the second gate of the Confucian Temple. Built in the Ming Dynasty, it
was given the present name in the eighth year of the Yongzheng reign (1730) in the Qing
Dynasty. Shengshi, meaning the sage’s time, comes from the book Mencius.
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Pavillon of
Han Dynasty
Stone  Figures.
The two stone
figures, one 2. 54
metres high with
a short sword
hanging at the
waist, and the
other, 2. 30metres
high holding a
long sword with
both hands,orig-
inally stood in
front of the tomb
of Duke Lu of-
the Southeast of
Qufu in the Han
Dynasty (917
-971). In the
59th year of the
Qianlong ~ reign
(1794) in  the
Qing Dynasty,
they were remov-
ed to the Juexiang
Garden in the
city. They were
moved to the
Confucian Temple
in 1953 and
housed in a
pavilion.
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Wall River Bridges. The Wall River flowing through the second courtyard of the Confucian

Temple isspanned by three bridges.

The name of the river comes froman ancient record, which

says, “The moat flows in a circle like a wall. ”
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Hongdao Gate is the third gate of the Confucian Temple. It was built in the Ming Dynasty.
Hongdao, meaning developing the truth, comes from the Confucian Analects, which say, “Man can

develop the truth.”
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Great Central Gate, the fourth gate of the temple, was built first in the Song Dynasty (960 —
1279). It was reconstructed during the Hongzhi reign of the Ming Dynasty and then in.the Qing
Dynasty.
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Chenghua Ta-
blet. Erected in
the fourth year
of the reign of
Chenghua (1468)
in the Ming
Dynasty by Em-
peror Xianzong,
the tablet records
the reconstruction
of the Confucian
Temple and is
popularly known
as the Chenghua
Tablet.This seven-
metre- high stone
structure is noted
for the supefb
cvalligraphy of

1ts inscription.




