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The opening shot of Dinosaur is breathtaking: It starts with a close-up of a
large egg lying in a nest on the ground. Then the camera pulls back to reveal
a tropical landscape filled with thousands of dinosaurs peacefully grazing.
Suddenly, a brutal predator crashas onto the scene, destroying averything in
its path except the egg, which has been snatched out of the nest by an
oviraptor. The camera follows as the raptor swoops over the land, flies past
sea cliffs, and dives toward the water below while holding the egg
precariously its talons. All the animals in this scene and throughout the movie
were created with 30 computer graphics. The background is real, a blend of
landscapes shot in various locations. The attack is vicious enough to help give
the Disney film, directed by Ralph Zondag and Eric Leighton, a PG rating
s

Scheduled to open in theaters May 19, this Touchstone Pictures release

provides a unique glimpse of a prehistoric world filled with animated,

pt , talking 30 dinosaurs and lemurs. Talking? Well, it is a Disney

‘ animation-even if it doesn't look like one, A typical feature animation created i

o000 L) at Disnay might include some 3D elements, but the films usually have 20 y OO0 00O OO O OOOOOOOOOEOSIEBGEOOOSEOD
cartoon characters acting against 2D painted backgrounds. By contrast, the

characters in Dinosaur are 3D, and they perform within live-action

backgrounds. "It's unlike anything ever made before," says Pam Marsden,

producer. “The entire movie, 1300-plus shots, is made of effects shots, yet

there are no people in it." We've seen photorealistic 3D animals before in

affacts movies, but this is the first effacts movie in which the stars are all 30

characters, and the first feature animation created entirely with 3D animated

characters that live in a world fabricated from live-action backgrounds.

wag no procass for that in placa.” When Disney approved the project in 1995,
it knew that in order to create the movie, the crew had to build a new, digital
studio from scratch

Now called "Feature Animation North side," the studio is in a former Lock
heed building in Burbank, California. Com puters, primarily SGI (Mountain
View, CA) machines, were installed to create a renderfarm and provide
waorkstations for artists, software engineers, and tachnical directors (TDs).
Softwara tools were evaluated, purchased, installed, linked, and written, and
a production pipeline was put into place, The production team moved into the
Northside building in January 1997, and animation officially be gan eight
months later, although some work had already begun.

The Dinosaur crew would grow to around 360 people at the height of
production. Together, this crew created a 76-minute film starring more than
30 species of photorealistic CG animals, which range in size from a 12-inch
lizard to a 120-foot-long, 100-ton brachiosaur, Ten of these animals-six
dinosaurs and four lemurs-taik.

The 65-million-year-old world the animals inhabit was created primarily from
locations filmed around the globe during an 18-monith period. The landscapes
in the opening scene, for example, were fashioned from film shot in Florida,
Venezuela, Australia, Hawaii, and at the Arboretum in Los Angeles, then
scanned, stitched together, and enhanced digitally to create the Cretaceous
Period setting, Miniatures were also used. All told, two live-action film crews
shot over 800,000 feet of film, including bits and pieces such as splashes
used by the effects team to help blend the CG characters into the live-action
plates. Only one scene, which takes place inside a cave, uses all-CG
backgrounds
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