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The Donkey’ s Secret
gy &

A certain rich man was travelling along across the desert.
He was afraid of losing his way because he had never been
there before. So when he met a band of wandering Bedouins
he was glad, for their chief ® asked him to join them for the
rest of the” journey.

It was not long before they were all friends. A fine tent
was prepared for the stranger. They offered him food. That
night everyone gathered round the fire and the Bedouins began
telling stories of their travels. This went on until late at night.
At last the chief began to put out the fire.

“Wait a minute, ’
feet. “You have been very kind to me. Now let me thank

called the stranger, jumping to his

you for all that you have done.” And throwing open his
coat, he put a hand inside a bag and pulled out ten gold

pieces.
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“Please take these and spend them for the good of ' your
people, ”  said the rnich man to the chief The two men jomed
hands while the others sang and danced in a circle round
them

The traveler was the first to wake up at dawn ' the next

)

morning  Slowly he rubbed the sleep from his eyes > and began
to dress Then suddenly he discovered that his bag of gold was
gone “Someone must have taken it during the nmight,” he
thought sadly, “and I believed they were all my friends ”

When the chief heard the news he felt sad, too, because
he had taught his people never to be thieves He said, “My
friend, 1f someone here has taken your money, I tell you he
will give 1t back to you before the sun sets tonight. ”

The chief called all his men together and reported what
had happened  “I will find out who the thief among us is, ”
he said Each one of you must go to my tent and pull my
donkey’ s tail  You all know that my donkey 1s very wise
When a thief touches his tail, he will bray. Then we will all
watch to see who comes out ”

One by one the Bedouins went mside their chief’s tent
Everyone histened caretully, but not a sound was heard When
the last person came out, the donkey stll had not brayed.

The rich man at first tried to make himself believe that
this plan would work Now he began to think that his money
was lost forever

Again the chief of the Bedoumns brought his men together

and told them to stand 1n a straight hne  “Now open your
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hands and hold them out” he commanded While all shapes
and sizes of hands were held out at hum, the chiet walked by
and smelled them all

Near the end of the line he stopped, smelled again, and
shouted, “You are the thief Go and bring back our friend’s
gold at once or 1 will kill you'”

Quickly the man ran to a large stone where he had hidden
the money. Afraid of losing his hfe, he brought 1t to his
chief

The stranger was so happy and surprised that he even for-
got to count the gold pieces. “But how did you catch the
thief?” he asked the chief. “ Your donkey didn’t bray all
day. ”

“Ha,” the chief laughed, “that 1s a secret between my
donkey and me' I was sure that the real thief would not pull
my donkey’s tail, so I rubbed it with a strong — smelling o1l.
There was no smell at all on the thief’s hands'”

Words 605
Time
Notes:
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Exercises:
I Reading Comprehension:

This passage 15 followed by some questions or unfinished
statements  For each of them theie are four choices marked A,
B. C, and D, and you should decide on the best choice
( )1 When the chiet of the band asked him to join them,

the rich man was glad because
A he had lost his way
B he was afraid of getting lost
C he was afraid of travelling along across the
desert by himself
D. he would like to make friends with the chief
( )2 The rich man was grateful to the band of wandering
Bedouins because
A they gave him food to eat
B. they put up a tine tent tor him
C they were very kind to him
D. they sang and danced for him 1n a circle
( )3 From paragraph 6 and 7, we could tell
A the chief was sure that his plan would work
B the chief was sad because 1t was not easy to find
the thief among his men
C the chief believed that his donkey would pick
out the thief
D the chief was proud ot his wise donkey
( )4 stole the bag of gold
A The man standing in the middle of the line



B The chiet himself

C Some stranger

D The man standing at the end of the line

( )5 From the story we could conclude that the chief was
A poor but generous
B cunning and tricky
C kind and wise
D. friendly and warm-— hearted

II. Vocabulary:
Section A: In the paragraph (with the number given) find the
word that best fits the meaning below Write down the word

1. not bent or curved(10)-

2. to cause to come together(2):

3. the appearance or form of something that 1s seen(10)

4. to put or keep out of sight(12)-

5. something kept hidden or known only to a few(14)

Section B: Fill in the blanks with the following words.
Change the form where necessary.

1. a We _______ all over the countryside. (wonder, wan-
der)
b 1 whether I might open the window.
2. a The general his men to attack the

city (command, demand)



They _ that their voice should be heard
Look right and left before you the street
(Cross, across)

They built a brnidge the river

The four seasons of the year make 4a

(cycle, arcle)

They stood 1n a and began to play
games

The Sahaia 15 a great i the northern part
of Africa (desert. dessert)

1s served at the end of a meal.



