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GORBACHEV QUITS AS PARTY HEAD
COMMUNISM'S 74-YEAR REIGN ENDS

XERLRZEIMEETIER

o3 By o ptith: S oy

MOSCOW, August 24 (Special to The New York Times)—
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev resigned today as the head of ihe
Communist party, disbanded its leadership and in effect banned the
once monolithic party from any role in ruling the vast country over
which it had held iron centrol for more than seven decades.

With communism under brutal assault across the Soviet Union
and his own leadership in shambles in the aftermath of a coup
attempt, Mr. Gorbachev abandoned his efforts to defend party
leaders who had obviously collaborated in the putsch and finally
dealt the party a fatal blow,

In a series of terse statemenis and decrees read on the evening
television program * Vremya,” the president also ordered the Cabinet
of Ministers, the inner government council, to resign. He then
created a committee headed by the premier of the Russian federated
republic, Ivan Silayev, a close aide of the republic ‘s president Boris
N. Yeltsin, to take charge of the national economy.

This was part of an arrangement worked out by Mr. Yeltsin,
who has emerged as the country’s leading political figure since the
coup attempt. (1991)

MOSCOW, Thursday, August 22 (Special to The New York
Times)— A coup by hard-line communists collapsed on Wednesday
as abruptly as it began, and President Mikhail 5. Gorbachev returned
to Moscow early this morning to reassert ¢control.

Mr. Gorbachev landed at Vnukovo Airport on his return from
his summer retreat in the Crimea, where he had been placed under
house arrest early Monday at the start of the short-lived putsch.

In his first public comments on the abortive coup, Mr.
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Gorbachev told Moscow Radio that the failure of the plot was a
victory for his policies of reform and showed that the Soviel people
trusted their leaders.

Mr, Gorbachev is expected to meet later today with Boris N,
Yelisin, the Russian federated republic’s president, who led the
popular resistance that defeated the coup.

Only one of the coup leaders -~ the K. G. B. chairman, Viadimir
A. Kryuchkov — was reported under arrest early today. But there
were unconfirmed reports that the other seven old-guard member of
the State Committee for the State of Emergency would be rounded
up and put on trial.

The coup crumbled Wednesday as abruptly as it began, without
any formal announcement from its leaders, who sent tanks into
Moscow on Mondavy and declared themselves in command. {199 1)

MOSCOW, Monday, August 19 (By The Associated Press) --
President Mikhail 8, Gorbachev can no longer perform his duties for
reasons of health, the official Tass news agency reported late
Sunday, and his duties will be assumed by Vice President Gennady
Yanayev.

Tass quoted a decree that it said had been circulated in Mascow
on Sunday by Mr. Yanayev. It said he would take over the duties of
the presidency under Article 127, Clause 7, of the Soviet
constitution.

The brief dispatch gave no further details. (19921)

#E  Mikhail §. Gorbachev RE# K { —fui—E+ = A H BI85
B BN EUTEER S - )
Communist party JL2E &
monolithic party B LB
decade 14F
Soviet Unjon BERE
coup Bl
putsch fR &L » Bra#

decree 4

‘AZ'



Vremya Re{ L

Cabinet of Ministers S €&k ( A )

Premier of Russian federated republic #%88 HA i 253t g s
tvan Silayev FERIHER

Boris N. Yeltsin ZEAE S

hard-line JE4FH %

Vnukovo Airport BEREFT K815

summer retrea: i

Crimea WX

house arrest §4&

Moscow Radic EWifLE#HE T

plot 7%

KGBHELEERE

Viadimir A. Kryuchkov R RITEF &

old-guard {R5F) F

State Committee for the State of Emergency BIFE B AN EL &
Gennady Yanayev fEARERE

Tass news agency & WiFEiH

Soviet constitution B &

dispatch & BHH

- Al

P R N ot
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BUSH HALTS OFFENSIVE COMBAT
KUWAIT FREED, IRAQIS CRUSHED

MILITARY AIMS MET
FHESS AR AESRER
HEERTSYEEN

WASHINGTON, February 27 (Special to The New York
Times)-~ Declaring that * Kuwait is liberated” and “Iraq”s army is
defeated,” President Bush tonight ordered allied forces to suspend
of fensive military operations againsi Iraqgi President Saddam
Hussein 's isolated and battered army.

In an Oval Office address, Bush said the suspension of combat
would start at midnight Eastern time and continue as long as Iraq
did not attack allied forces or launch Scud missile attacks on any
other country.

Bush invited Saddam to send senior officers to a meeting in the
war theater to discuss military terms for a permanent truce with
allied commanders.

Three hours after the allied cease-fire took effect, an Iragi
military spokesman said on Baghdad radio that Iraq had ordered its
soldiers to stop all fighting in the gulf war theater of operations.

“We are happy for the halt in fighting, which wiil save a lot
ofour sons and grant the safety of our people. Therefore, orders were
issuedto all our men in the battlefront not to open fire,” the
broadcast said.

For there to be a permanent cease-fire. Bush said, Iraq must
comply with a strict set of demands thal require il to honor all 12
{.N. resclutions on Kuwait, to free all Kuwaiti detainees, to release
all coalition prisoners of war, third~country nationals and the
remains of all who have fallen, and 1o give the allies the location of
all land and sea mines that Iraq has laid in the region.

"Exactly 100 hours since ground operations commenced and six
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weeks since the start of Operation Desert Storm, all United States
and coalition forces will suspend offensive combat operation, Bush
said in his third nationally televised speech from the Oval Office
since Iraq invaded Kuwait onAugust 2, 1990.

Bush, who had brushed aside Iraq’s last attempt to win a cease-
fire on favorable terms, said, “Iraq ‘s army is defeated. Our military
objectives are met. Kuwait is once more in the hands of Kuwaitis in
control of their own destiny.

“A Kuwaiti flag once again flies above the capital of a free and
sovereign nation, and the American flag flies above our embassy.”

White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said: Bush decided to
call off the ground of fensive after General Norman Schwarzkopf™s
upbeat assessment today on the progress of the war. ( 1991)
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Operation Desert Storm Commander General Norman Schwarzkopf
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IRAQI GUARD MAULED IN TANK BATTLE

BT EE LIEEKEE

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia. February 28 (Los Angeles Times]--
American tank crews, on the attack in one of the biggest armored
battles since World War I, were ordered today to hold offensive fire
against badly mauled Republican Guard tank divisions 1n
southeastern Irag.

The order to American troops came eight hours after as many as
800 tanks from the lst and 3rd Armored Divisions of the US
Army’s V11 Corps were reported battling two armored divisions of
the Republican Guard about 50 miles west of the city of Basra.

One Pentagon official called it the largest tank battle since the
Battle of the Bulge in World War [I.

The 800 tanks from the US. Army VI Corps’ Ist and 3rd
Armored Divisions unleased their fiercest weapons against a reported
250 to 300 Republican Guard tanks trapped south of the Euphrates
River. The tank battle lasted more than 24 hours(1991)
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KUWAIT CITY LIBERATED
TANKS CLASH IN IRAQ

EREM T

RSB AEIBTE AR

KUWAIT CITY, February 27 {(USA Today) --US. Marines
began liberating a battered but jubilant capital Tuesday (February
26) night — including placing a flag on the US. Embassy.

*It ‘s been a good day, one that we ‘1l always remember. “said
Maj. Gen. J. M. Myatt of the Ist Marine Division.

Allied troops entered the capital to a welcome of honking horns
and waving flags.

President Bush — now pressing for Irag's virtual surrender --
said Saddam Hussein "is trying to claim victory in the midst of a
rout.” *The coalition will therefore continue to prosecuie the war
with undiminished intensity,” he said Tuesday.

US. Army infantry and hundreds of tanks Tuesday reportedly
defeated a Republican Guard division of about 12,500 on the
western Kuwait-Iraq border.

Five other Guard divisions remained entrenched east of the
battle, in defense of Basra.

Closing in on them: more than 100,000 allies, and 1,200 tanks.

More than 30,000 Iragis are now POWSs; more than 2,000 of
Irag’s 4,200 tanks destroyed. (1991}
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