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Section A Multiple Choices

Directions; In this section, there are 25 passages. Each
is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For
each of them there are four choices marked A,B,C and D.

Choose the best answer.
Passage 1 %

Life is indeed full of problems on which we have to—or
feel we should try to—make decisionss, as citizens or as pri-
vate individuals.&neither the real difficulty of these deci-
sions, nor their true and disturbing challenge to each indi-
vidual, can often be communicated throughrthe-mass media. .
The disinclination to suggest real choice, individual deci-
sion, which is to be found in the mass media is not simply

. the product of a commercial desire to keep the customers
happy. It is within the grain of mass communications. The
organs of the Establishment, however well-intentioned they
may be and whatever their form (the State, the Church,
voluntary societies, political parties), have a vested interest
in ensuring that the public boat is not violently rocked, and
will so affect those who work within the mass media that

e

<hey will be led insensibly towards forms of production

e e i
which, though they go through the motions of dispute and
. 4 *



enquiry, do not break through the skin to where such,en-
quiries might really hurt. They will tend to move, when ex-
posing problems, well within the accepted cliche-assump-
tions of democratic society and will tend neither radically to
question these cliches (B&iFIE ) nor to make a disturbing
application of them to features of contemporary life. They
will stress the ‘stimulation’ the programmes give, but this
soon becomes an agitation ($#3)) of problems for the sake of
the interest of that agitation in itself; they will therefore,
again, assist a form of acceptance of the status quo(BLAR).
There are exceptions to this tendency,but they are unchar-
acteristic.

~ The result can be seen in a hundred radio and television
programmes as pléinly as in the normal treatment of public
issues in the popular press. Different levels of background
in the readers or viewers may be assumed,but what usually
takes place is a substitute for the process of arriving at
judgement. Programmes such as this are noteworthy less for
the ‘stimulation’ they offer than for the fact that that stimu-
lation (repeated at regular intervals )may become a substitute
for, and so a hindrance () to, judgements carefully ar-
rived at and tested in the mind and on the pulses. Mass
communications, then, do not ignore intellectual matters;
they tend to castrate (| t)them, to allow them to sit on
the side of the fireplace, sleek and useless, a family play-
thing.

o5



1.

How are the mass media said to influence gur ability to

make decisions?

A. They make no contribution in this area.

B. They disturb us by their prejudices.

C. They make decisions appear too complicated.

D. They make us doubt our own judgements.

The author says that a natural concern.of the Establish-

ment (paragraph 1)is to

A. change the form of public institutions.

B. perform a good service to society.

C. maintain its position in society.

D. arouse strong emctions in the public.

Radio, T. V., and the press are c(riticised here ‘fo\r
—

A. widening the gap between classes.

B. setting too intellectual a standard.

C. failing to reach any definite conclusions.

D. assuming that everyone’s tastes are the same.

Too frequent exposure to the kind of material discussed

in the passageaﬁs\fhe viewer or reader to

A. lose touch mm&

B. attach too much importance to testing reactions.

C. form judgements which are too emotional.

D. cease to examine his own reaction to problems.

. What is the author’s final judgement on how mass com-

munications deal with intellectual matters?
L] 6 [ ]



A. They regard them as unimportant.
B. They rob them of their dramatic impact.
C. They see them as a domestic pastime.

D. They consider them to be of only domestic interest.
Passage 2

Large companies need a way to reach the savings of the
public at large. The same problem, on a smaller scale, faces
practically every company trying to develop new products
and create new jobs. There can be little prospect of raising
the sort of sums needed from friends and people we know,
and while banks may agree to provide short-term finance,
they are generally unwilling to provide money on a perma- '
nent basis for long-term projects. So companies turn to the
public, inviting people to lend them money, or take a share
in the business in exchange for a share in future profits.
This they do by issuing stocks and shares in the business
through The Stock Exchange. By doing so they can put into
circulation the savings of individuals and institutions, both
at home and overseas.

When the saver needs his money back, he does not have
to go to the company with whom he originally placed it. In-
stead, he sells his shares through a stockbroker to some
other saver who is seeking to invest his money.

Many of the services needed both by industry and by

« 7



each of us are provided by the Government or by local au-
thorities. Without hospitals, roads, electricity, telephones,
railways, this country could not function. All these require
continuous spending on new equipment and new develop-
ment if they are to serve us properly, requiring more money
than is raised through taxes alone. The Government, local
authorities, and nationalised industries therefore frequently
need to borrow money to finance major capital spending,
and they, too, come to The Stock Exchange.

There is hardly a man or woman in this country whose
job or whose standard of living does not depend on the abili-
ty of his or her employers to raise money to finance new de-
velopment. In one way or another this new money must
come from the savings of the country. The Stock Exchange
exists to provide a channel through which these savings can
reach those who need finance.

1. Almost all companies involved in 4w production and de-
velopment must—
A. rely ot their own financial resources.
B. persuade the banks to provide long-term finance.
C. borrow large sums of money from friends and people
they know.
. depend on the population as a whole for finance.
2. The money which enables these companies to go ahead
with their projects is
.8



A. repaid to its original owners as soon as possible.
aised by selling shares in the companies.
C./exchanged for part ownership in The Stock Ex-
~ change.
D. invested in different companies on The Stock Ex-
change. ’
3. The Stock Exchange makes it possible for the Govern-

ment, local authorities and nationalised industries

/

A,/to raise money to finance new developments.
B. to make certain everybody saves money.
C. to borrow as much money as they wish.
D. to make certain everybody lends money to them.
4. When the savers want their money back they
A. transfer their money to a more successful company.
B. ask another company to obtain their money for them.
C. Jbok for other people to borrow money from.
Q/ pat their shares in the company back on the market.
5. All the essential services on which we depend are

— A<Tun by the Government or our local authorities.
B. unable to provide for the needs of the population.
C. in constant need of financial support.

“D. financed wholly by rates and taxes.



