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Soccer fans in Italy are a varied lot, drawn from
all ranks of society.® Well brought up people never
curse at® football games. Only uncivilized spectators
threaten teams or players or shout foul language® at
them. The words used to curse in Italian can be very
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offensive, far more so than in Beijing-style cursing.
As individuals, Italian fans would be very unlikely to
use such indecent® or violent language. The odd
thing is that when fans are together, they are much
likelier to shout these insults. Something about the at-
mosphere at games affects the behavior of certain
people: in mobs®, they seem to lose their sense of
shame. In some cases this sort of shouting probably
offers people a release from the tensions of work. At
any rate®, people who curse at games are regarded as
ruffians® . The use of insulting shouts has been widely
deplored in the ltalian press, but it still goes on.

Words & Expressions

@ all ranks of society: S &EE
@ curse at: GLE e , BH
@ foul language: T i i

@ indecent: adj. FW &, HEH
® in mobs: —HEA

® at any rate: ABELB

D ruffian: n. Wik, B
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Hundreds of travelers at the Orlando airport were
ordered back through a security checkpoint® after a
passenger refused to have his bag examined and ran
past guards. Dozens of flights were delayed. The
unidentified passenger dashed past a metal detector®
and baggage X-ray machine, telling security guards he
was late for a flight. He jumped on a tram® heading
for a terminal® before guards could reach him and
was lost in the crowd.




Words & Expressions

D security checkpoint: %2k
@ metal detector: 2 JBEHEM 2
@ tram: n. [E] (AH) BE (= [E] streetcar T trol-

ley)
@ terminal; n. & (¥)
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The U.S. space shuttle Endeavour® returmed to
Earth, bringing home astronaut® Dave Wolf from his
four-month stay in the Mir space station.

“Welcome home. Congratulations on a perfect
mission , ” spacecraft communicator Susan Still at Mis-
sion Control told the crew. “And Dave, welcome
back from 128 days in orbit.”

Wolf responded: “I wasn’t counting. Is that how
long it was?”

When technicians opened the hatch® several
minutes later, Wolf said, “I'm pretty excited about
this. I can smell air from the Earth.”

Shuttle commander Terry Wilcutt fired
Endeavour’s main engines for 3.5 minutes about an
hour before the 5:35 p. m. EST® landing. That
slowed the shuttle so that its orbit® degraded and En-
deavour hit the Earth’s atmosphere at 25 times the
speed of sound®, beginning its steep descent to the
runway .
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After disembarking® from the orbiter, Wolf was
given a pepperoni and mushroom pizza ordered by
NASA® administrator Dan Goldin and prepared by a
NASA chef.

Words & Expressions

@D Endeavour: &# 5 (AKX KHL)

@ astronaut: n. FHR

® hatch: n. #8i07

@ EST: [48) eastern standard time (EE) AR EFRHER )

® orbit;: BITHIE

® 25 times the speed of sound: 25 155 & & i 4 [

@ disembark: vi. B, LR

NASA: National Aeronautics and Space Administration (3§
H) BEMEMFHEMGTR
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