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was only 19 years old and had just returned from travel-
ling half around the world. My whole life lay ahead of me;
who would have guessed that I'd become one of the grow-
ing army of battered wives?
I started work ar the local hotel until I planned exactly what
I wanted to do,and that’s where I met him—the man I was going
to fall in love with. A move I would regret for the rest of my life.
He was strong, good-looking and macho and ev'eryone liked him.
I thought that a man like that would protect me from. all life’s
evils—T1 was'very wrong. o
We became engaged and, at 20 I found I was pregnant. He
had bashed me before that, but after we had broken up for a

month, he promised me he had changed and would cut off his

nght arm before hittmg me a.gmn. &ﬁrse .1 believed him. They

very" ,l(fﬁ!money, what was left over ther payving bills, he would
spend atﬁthe hotels. It becamq,necessary for me to work part-time
in th‘é ofﬁce of a Tocal auto mechani‘tf’ It really annoyed him that

him reallse that the men wouldﬂ‘!’zbe automatically trying to

crack onto me. -

He started asking me for minute-by-minute reports of each
day’s events, and if I couldn’t remember something, he would hit
me. I wore long-sleeved blouses to cover up my bruises. and in
the heat of the summer months it was very uncomfortable.

After the baby was born, 1 thought things would change. 1

nearly died having our child, but the night before I was due to re-
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turn home, he came into the hospital, drunk, and started squeez-
ing my arms, shaking me fiercely and was about to strangle me.
Then someone came in and he ran from my room. <

The next morning, he was at the hospital at 5 am, with flow-
ers, looking like a small child,crying ,begging my forgiveness and
confessing his undying love for me, our baby girl and the great
life we would have together. He was so sorry I put the incident
down to drink. That night we all went home together.

I didn’ see much of my family, which hurt me a lot. My fa-
ther had had three heart attacks and was very sick. We had been
a very close family, but my husband didn’ seem to like them. I
think he was jealous of the love I had for them. V

We lived with his mother and, as the months went by, I be-
came very thin and homely looking as I wore his mother’s hand-
me-down clothes and cut my own hair to save money. I often felt
he wanted me to look plain so no-one else would lock at me, yet
sometimes he would hit me because I didn’t look like the girl he
first met. ,

I never spoke back to him, I was too scared to, and I worked
tirele;sly to make sure the house was spotless —trying not to give
him anything to get angry about. .1 loved my child very much,
having her was something I have never regretted but, after a
while, ‘I realised no-one should have to spend their lives in fear
and that true love certainly isn’t trying to hurt someone all the
time.

My husband seemed to get pleasure from his weekly beat-
ings and, as the bruises became bigger and the black eyes and cut
lips became more difficult to-disguise, I would dream of ways |

could escape this imprisonment. .



His mother knew what was happening to me., but I think
that she was‘s':a.red of him—~—and 1 always suspected that perhaps
her husband, when he was alive, had beaten her as her son beat
me. ’

One night, when my husband started pushing me about try-
ing to pick a fight, my mother and sister arrived for a surprise
visit—and that was my ticket to freedom. The fact that someone
had witnessed him ‘it the act of physical violence seemed to stun
him. o o

T left that night; never to return.
- "My daughter still sees her father,and they have a fairly good
ralationship. . | '

He has never hurt her, so I see no reason to spoil what they
have. But 1 will never forgive him for the torment he put me
through, -and I just thank God that. with my family’s support I
was able‘to start a new life for myself. .- & = -

It is how 12 years since we parted. 1 have a good job with a
leading building society. It has taken a lot of hard work and de-
termination, but I have gone from being a battered wife with no
sélf-respect, to a self~sufficient mother and. carw with
her whole life in front of her, full of promise.* ‘

~And this story also has a happy ending. After a few mean-
ingless relationships, d finally met a man who has showh me the
ttue meaning of the word love.” Men like my first husband are
mentally sick, and I now know that the only reason I stayed so
long was because I 'was convinced I musc-have done something
wrong and wasn’t being a good wife. I felt it my duty to stay with
him, ‘because marriage was a commitment.

It saddens me to think of the many women still in situations



similar to minc. I know that it is never easy to start a new life,
but I also know it can be done. When you give yourself to a man
in love and marriage. it doesn’t mean he has the right to abuse
the gift. You are a human being and , take it from me, it is better
to live by yourself than with a man who beats you.

Sure, it gets lonely sometimes , but even people with partners
get lonely. It was a very long time before I met a man I truly
wanted to marry and spend the rest of my life with, but in that
time [ got' to know myself-—and to like who 1 was.

My only regret is that my father died two years after T left
my first husband, so did not live to see his daughter right all the

wrongs in her life and achieve the happiness she now has.

Notes

1. batter 7

2.macho [FHTiE] BHEF
3. bash & &

4. bruise %K

5.strangle ¥ 7

6. torment 3 &

7.stun {# A v — 1%

Reading Comprehension
1. The author’s first husband was .
A. weak. B. ugly. C. kind. D. mentally sick.
2. “Love is blind” means
A. a person in love is jealous.
B. a person in love does not really know what kind of person
5



his or her lovers. .

. €. a-person in love often hurts hisior-her lover’s feelings.

D. Both A and C

- After the author got married, she was- o

A. very happy because she.and her hugband had & lot of mon-

"':QY;-A;, BTSN,

*. B.:very happy even though she and her husbandhad very lit-

Ctlemoney. L
C. very sad because s.he and her husband had very. httle mon-

C ey

...D.. very sad,i even though she andt her ‘};stépd had a lot of

[y

money. s : .
Inparagraph?7, “I put the incident down to drink” means
A. T consider the incident to be the result of his being drunk.
B. I forgave him. -7
C. I punished him and felt better.
D. Thad a drink and felt better.

. In paragraph 8, “which” refers to

A. my family.

B. my father had had three heart attacks and was Very sick.
C. 1 didn't see much of my family. ‘ e
D. my husband didn’t like my family.
Although the author’ first husband often beat her, she did
not divorce him at the beginning bécausé 'she thought

A. she must have done something wrong.

B. she was not being a good wife.

C. her husband loved her.

D. All of the above

After the author divorced her first husband. she finally miet a
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man who
A. loved her very much.
B. often beat her.
C. was very jealous.
D. was very good looking.
8. Which of the following is false according to the article?
A. Ty ix better te live by yourself than with a man who beats
SOU.
B. 1t is better to live with a man who beats you than live by
yourself. , .
C. Tt is better to be i(;nely than live with a man who beats
you,
D. Even people with partenrs get lonely.
9. The author’s father died™ -
A. 8 years ago. C. 10 years ago.
B. 12 years ago. D. 14 years ago.




