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7 Exploring Space

The last part of this century will be an age of exploration ( ££{%; )
such as man has never known. There are 9 planets, at least 30
moons , and thousands of asteroids{ /P72 ). Their total area is about
250 times that of the earth. Spaceships will not be able to land on
some of them. But that still leaves to be explored an area 10 times as
great as the continents of the earth.

Exploring space may seem terrifying to some people. No doubt
explorers of the past were terrified by the empty oceans that lay before
them. They conquered ( fiEfilk) their fears, crossed the oceans, and
built the New World. In the past when explorers set sail into the un-
known, they had to say good-bye to everything they knew at home.

Space explorers will not face such great loneliness. Even when they

travel far beyond the sun, they will be able to send messages back.

1. According to the first paragraph,

A man has not known how to explore space vyet

B spaceships will be able to reach some places in space

C an area to be explored is as large as the continents of the§

earth

D the total area to be explored is about 250 times that of the

earth
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B 2. Future exploration will _

be more difficult than it was in the past
cover a large area than any exploration done before
be more dangerous than in their past

be easier than in the past

8 3. Now spoce explorers will not fell lonely because

they are so excited that they forget everything at home
they have already said good-bye to everybody they know
they have been able to conquer fears and loneliness

they keep in touch with the earth at any loneliness

4. The writer thinks that all the areas that can be explored are
be explored

at the end of the nineteenth century
at the end of the next century
at the end of the twentieth century

in the far-distant future
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< Study of the Moon

Since the beginning of time, man has been interested in the
moon. The Romans designed a special day to show admiration and re-
spect to the moon. They called it “Moonday”, or“Monday” , as we
know it today. Later, the great mind of Leonardo da Vinci studied the
moon and designed a machine to carry a human to the moon. Leonar-
do said that one day a great machine bird would take a person to the
moon and bring great honour to the home where it was born.

Four and a half centuries later, Leonardo’s idea was realized. A-
pollo I took three Americans—Collins, Aldrin, and Armstrong—to
the moon. The mission ( {# 47, £ %) did fill the whole world with
great surprise, as Leonardo had said it would. Numerous essays ( ]
(), articles,and books were written about the event—over 100 vears
before.

In 1865, French author Jules Verne wrote a story about the first
journey to the moon. His story was very similar to the 1969 Apollo II
mission. Verne’s spacecraft also contained three men—two Americans
and a Frenchman. The spacecraft (=8 KMt) was described as being
almost the same size as Apollo II. The launch (% }) site in Verne's
story was also in Florida. The spacecraft in Verne's story was named
the “Columbiad”. The Apollo II command ship was called “ Columbi-
a”. His account of sending the spacecraft into the space could easily
have been written about how Apollo II was sent into the space.

Verne’s story was the same as the actural event in several other

respects. The speed of Verne’s spacecraft was 36,000 feet per sec-
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