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Preface

Yihe Garden, commonly known as the Summer Palace , is situated in
Xiyuan, Haidian District of Beijing. It tops the Chinese classical gardens
and ranks among the most famous gardens in the world.

First built in 1163 during the Jin Dynasty, the garden was the imperial
palace for emperors to have a short stay while they were away from
the capital. It had been named Qingyi Garden (garden of Clear Ripples)
before it was burnt and looted by the Anglo-French allied forces. In
1888, the 14th year of Emperor Guangxu’s reign, Empress Dowagder
Cixi ordered to divert the 30 million taels of silver for the development
of the Chinese navy to the 10-year-long rebuilding of the garden and
renamed it Yihe Garden after the completion of the reconstruction.
The Summer Palace consists of the wanshou (Longevity) Hill and the
Kunming Lake with a total area of about 290 hectares, three quarters of
which are lakes, and a total number of 3000 bays of rooms of different
architectural styles.

The Palace is roughly divided into three functional areas of office,
residence and scenic spots. The office area centers around the
Renshou Hall (Hall of Benevolence and Longevity ), including its
annexed halls and houses outside the Renshou Gate. The residence
area is west to the office area and has scattered buildings grouped into
three major compounds of the Yulan Hall (Hall of Jade Ripple), the
Yiyun Hall and the Leshou Hall (Hali of Happiness and Longevity), all
being linked to each other by snaking corridors, The rest of the Palace
is scenic area.

The architectural complex on the front slope of the Wanshou Hill
concentrates the best of the garden. Built on the topographical features
of the hill and with a variety of designs, the Paiyun Hall ( Hall of
Dispelling Clouds), the Foxiang Tower ( Tower of Buddhist Incense)
and Zhihuihai(Hall of the Sea of Wisdom)run along the central axis,
flanked by Zhuanlunzang Archive, Wufang Hall and Baoyun Hall, to
form a major group of scenes commanding the rest of the garden.




While the 41-meter high Foxiang Tower is considered the symbol of
the Summer Palace, the 7. 55-meter high Baoyun Hall, a cast bronze
Buddhist hall of 207 tons in weight, is acclaimed as an exdquisitely
designed and crafted rarity.

Along the north bank of the Kunming Lake, there is the Long Corridor,
also called A-Thousand-Steps Corridor, the longest of its kind in China.
It runs 728 meters from one end to the other with 273 sections and 4
inserted pavilions symbolizing 4 seasons of spring, summer, autumn
and winter. The upper part of the corridor is painted with 546 pictures
of beautiful scenery of the West Lake in Hangzhou and more than 8000
pictures of historical figures, stories and traditional paintings of
landscape, flowers and birds, giving an added fame to the Corridor.
Sitting in the lake watching the west end of the Long Corridor is
Qingyanfang, a marble boat of 36 meters long built with colossal rocks.
The Kunming Lake covers 220 hectares of water surface. The name
was bestowed by Emperor Qianlong, who tried to follow the practice of
Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty who trained his navy in the
Kunmming Lake in Changan. The West Dike with 6 bridges is patterned
after the Sudi and Baidi Causeways in the West Lake in Hangzhou.
Connecting the East Dike and the Nanhu Island is an imposing 17-Arch
Bridge with 544 stone lions of different postures carved on balusters.
The north slope of the Wanshou Hill is known as Back Hill and Back
Lake, the latter being a narrow strip of water extending along the foot
of the slope, at some wider places to become little lakes, totaling 6
lakes, which is also called the Suzhou River. There are shops following
the designs of those in the east China city of Suzhou to form a street
called the Suzhou Street.

Xiequ Garden (Garden of Harmonious Interest) known as a garden
inside the Yihe Garden is a replica of the famous Jichang Garden in
Wuxi, demonstrating strong characteristics of the gardens south of the
Yangtze River.

The Summer Palace is now on the list of the cultural heritage of major
protection at the national level,




To tour around and enjoy the details of such a magnificent and gigantic
royal garden, one day is not enough for sure. This picture album with
exquisite illustrations and brief notes, divides the Garden into 4 parts
and suggests a tourst route to each of them, in a hope to accompany
you touring around the garden pleasantly and to bring you back to this
wonderful experience time and again in the future.

FZNE

EAIE (b2 AR RO BRI D Y JHE O E
NET HAMICELALERN—2TH S,

4R N1153 @b:ia*é:"éhf:éﬁ%‘@ﬁé"&%d%:m:bto'c
HESN BB b NbicELVEGEICEE LI
% 14 4£(1888) T A5 b 5 E L AR B 4R 3000 FlzWALTAR
BEAERITHEICI) 22 D10 EpFTRR L EAE L SR L
72

Tl RSP LY BB E RN 3007 F — N T XD
5504 SO TH 5. BYOHEBII000 AEAGERME).

SRBPRE . BEX. ERXNS Wy bh-oTwd, BHK
3 oEB e ARIOREE BN E DI DHED B
2. BERKBHBEOFBEMICH Y Efk HEM EHFENIK
b D ol BTF IRk > T2Rbi> T 5o %O DA
BEAEBER L K->TW5.

FHLUNMLOBRERZHMANDOBESI LI L LT HE
B AR B e R L C R RS ERREL. M. 2ER
RENBN EEOERELL TV 5. &2 Am L ERITERN
EoL KL, TEEIET N THTL Ll ER7.55m E3
2071, ENTENICALEBOELVHARNOENTH .




EHBILRBRVICBTHNLRBITTHE bbb,
2R 128 %, PERRNVBT TH 2. REBICH 240D IEE
KEDIELRHL T 5, BEED EHIC13546 rA D UM FEHIE
£ & 8000 R HENDAMKB KB ErNLTB) I
BEREZEAICLT w5,

EEBOBERNOMEICH 2 GHEEMH)IEIBnT . ABEAE
NDOEPLMTH B,

BHAMIIAKE 2207 Z — L DEE 2 b L BEFHIERTH
KEDIHE2 I REORHMER L T2 062D
£Bb, BRIVMNENOKR . GRZ2TLLINTHS. ®
BrEEEE O STFEABRIERT BOMTICIIZEFEEL
K= LERFERELN TS,

FHUNEMIIEZIL L B¥»H 5. BEIIMER (LM
EOTHEL 72 0L o2 ) LU 62H 0 B b &M
DL H D, HEICHE-STHRMNOBEHESETINTEN. O
CERBMEE VI

EHBREIETOR]E b JIHENAE—EKS FHERE LK
LEERT LR B WG Z /2L bET V5,

BEARIRESEERXORE L L->T 5,

BB ARNBREMK T BEYSLER T ERL . 9oL
NRTELZE1HTREY v, KERERIIEZREE4OOEIIT
SFREI—REFFLICELVWEAREK L BAX £ BN
MRZEOTA KT 928 %>Twb, PR CHDBHAEDR—V %
B E-LEAENDRZDB HAEI L BATSTS
A9,










A< RBEAD
A bird’ s-eye view of the Summer Palace
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Spring comes to the Summer Palace
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[ . Renshou Hall, Yulan Hall & Leshou Hall

The Renshou Hall served as the center of politcal activities with its
annexed halls and houses outside the Renshou Gate. Empress
Dowager Cixi spent most of her later life there dealing with state
affairs, The Yulan Hall, Yiyun Hall and Leshou Hall, on the other hand,
were three major compounds for residence. They were of garden
style, connected to each other by meandering corridors. Cixi used to
live in the Leshou Hall while Emperor Guangxu lived and was later
imprisoned in a quadrangle called the Yulan Hall. The Yiyun Hall was
attached to the Yulan Hall and was the residence for Guangxu’ s
Empress Longyu.

To the south of the Yulan Hall, there are a beautifully designed pavilion
and a little island of excellent view.




