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Summary

The time—honoured lacquer art of China is Characterised by its unique
national style. It has long since been popular among the people both at
home and abroad. However, although not a few records in this respect have
been found in historical documents, yet they were mostly confined to
monographic expositions or tidbits. So far no such a book systematically
expounding Chinese lacquerwares in accordance with their historical devel-
opment has been available for reference. Since liberation, however, thanks
to The Party’s paying great attention to cultural relics along with joint
efforts of the hardworking archaeologists, lots and lots of exquisite ancient
lacquerworks have been unearthed, which not only serve as evidence for
historical documents but also facilitate the compilation of the art history of
China.

This volume is aimed to make a brief and chronological introduction to
Chinese lacquer art, its fine tradition and development as well as decorating
techniques and artistic styles through the ages. In addition, the author has
also introduced the contents and annotated the technical terms of the
famous book “Xiu Shi Lu” or Notes on Lacquer Art and Lacquerwares
written by Huang Cheng, a well—known master in lacquer art of the Ming
Dynasty (1368 —1644).

Besides, the author has also made a brief account about present —day
lacquer art and its historical development in various regions of China, such
as decorating techniques, artistic styles, characteristics and types.

Further development of the traditional Chinese lacquer Painting is based
on the rich soil of the Chinese nation, in which it has so far taken its root,
such as carrying forward its fine tradition, creating new decorating techni-

ques, and absorbing the quintessence of modern art. It is sure to have broad

prospects.
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