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PREFACE

Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) of China is the state standardized test set up for non-native
Chinese speakers. Advanced Chinese Proficiency Test (Advanced HSK) may be used to measure
the candidates’ Chinese ability to enter for graduate entrance examination in colleges and universi-
ties in China, their ability to do ordinary work by means of Chinese, and their ability to obtain
the advanced “Chinese Proficiency Certificate”. Since the starting of its popularization in 1993, it
has produced widespread influence both at home and abroad during these six years.

Over a long period of time, foreign students often ask us how to improve their ability to take
Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK). As teachers of Chinese as a foreign language, we feel that it is
necessary to make a conscientious study of the measures adopted in taking the test so as to help the
candidates get better results.

Different from the potentiality test and the achievement test, Chinese Proficiency Test
(HSK) is one of the proficiency tests. The aim is to measure the candidates’ proficiency of Chi-
nese. Taking “linguistic competence” as the core, it has no direct connection with the process of
study of the non-native Chinese speakers. It is taken as a principle that the contents and methods
of the test should effectively reflect the real linguistic competence of the candidates, and they
should not be based on a given textbook or specific teaching methods used in a certain college or u-
niversity. And therefore, the results of Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK)directly reflect the Chi-
nese competence of the candidates, and candidates with equal linguistic competence are on the
same level of the marks in their Chinese Proficiency Test(HSK). The candidates should also take
linguistic competence as the core in order to improve their ability to take Chinese Proficiency Test
(HSK). On the basis of the above analysis, we have made an objective and conscientious study of
Chinese Proficiency Test(HSK) by taking linguistic competence as a basic point.

Advanced Chinese Proficiency Test (Advanced HSK) contains two types of items: objective
and subjective. The test paper consists of three sets of questions which are relatively independent
from each other: (1)objective test paper of 120 questions, (2)composition paper, (3)oral test pa-
per. The test will need about 120 minutes. The objective test covers listening comprehension,
reading comprehension and comprehensive expression, each of which consists of 40 questions.

1. LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Listening comprehension test is made up of two parts. Part One(25 questions) covers several
news reports, speeches and conversations, each of which is followed by some questions. Part Two
(15 questions) contains some pieces of live recording of broadcast and television interviews, each
of which is followed by some questions. The aim of listening comprehension is to measure the can-
didates’ ability for comprehensive analysis, catching the main information, overcoming obstacles,
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quick response, and the sensibility to language.

2. READING COMPREHENSION

Reading comprehension test is also made up of two parts. Part One (15 questions) contains
some rather long passages and some questions raised about them. The candidates are required to
read the passages very quickly and then answer the questions concisely. This part is designed to
measure the candidates’ ability for quick reading and for searching for the information needed.
Part Two(25 questions) contains several passages of different themes, forms and styles, each of
which is followed by a few questions. The candidates are required to choose the only correct one
out the four possible answers. This part is used to measure the candidates’ summarizing ability,
guessing and associating ability, and their ability for overcoming obstacles and for discriminating
and comprehending the extension of meaning of a Chinese word, a specific meaning of a polyse-
mous word and the implied meaning of an idiom in the light of a given context.

3. COMPREHENSIVE EXPRESSION

Comprehensive expression test is divided into four parts. Part One(10 questions) : Finding
mistakes. The stem is a discourse. Four parts of each discourse are marked A, B, C, D, and the
candidates are required to choose the only wrong one which may be of grammatical structure, col-
location of words, style flavor or logical relationship. Its purpose is to test the candidates’ all-
round language ability, especially grammar ability. Part Two(10 questions): Filling in blanks
with proper words. The stem is a discourse. In each discourse there are 3 — 5 blanks left. For
each of the questions there are four possible answers to it. Each answer consists 3 — 5 words. The
candidates are required to choose the most proper one in the light of the given context. The aim is
to measure the candidates’ ability to use words consistently and properly in a discourse according
to the given context, especially their ability to discriminate meanings of words and the accuracy
and appropriateness of expression of language. Part Three (10 questions): Order arranging.
There are four sentences (A, B, C, D) for each item and the candidates are required to put the
four sentences into a discourse in proper order. Its aim is to measure the candidates’ ability to ex-
press a discourse on the basis of understanding long sentences, composite sentences and discours-
es. Part Four(10 questions): Filling in blanks with Chinese characters. This part contains a few
discourses or articles, in each of which there are some blanks. The candidates are required to fill
in each blank with an appropriate Chinese character according to the context. The purpose is to
test the candidates’ ability to comprehend discourses and to write Chinese characters.

4. COMPOSITION WRITING TEST

Assigned composition writing is used in the test, which is of two types: (1) assign a title and
some relevant materials and require the candidates to write a composition with reference to the
materials given, (2) assign a title and require the candidates to write a composition in the light of
the given title. The two types of composition writing are alternatively used, and the candidates
are required only to write one composition. The composition-writing test is used mainly to mea-
sure the candidates’ expressing ability in written language and their ability for writing Chinese
characters.
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5. ORAL TEST

Oral test consists of two parts. Part one is a short passage of about 200 words and the candi-
dates are required to read it aloud. The purpose is to test their ability to know and read Chinese
characters. In Part two there are two questions for candidate to answer. The first one is narrative
or introductive, while the second is illustrative or argumentative. The aim is in the main to test
the candidates’ oral expressing ability, including the ability for rapid selection of language materi-
al and organization of language, the ability for discourse or passage planning, and the ability for
using proper tone, intonation and some other elements.

Guided by the above theory analysis, taking as the core the testing, training and developing
the linguistic competence of the non-native Chinese speakers, on the basis of our teaching experi-
ence, we have compiled within two years ten sets of the Simulated Chinese Proficiency Test
(HSK) according to The program of the Grade of Chinese Proficiency and the Program of the
Grade of Grammar and The program of the Grade of Chinese Proficiency Vocabulary and Chinese
Characters issued by the Office of State Leading Group for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Lan-
guage, and the basic style of Advanced Chinese Proficiency Test(Advanced HSK). The materials
selected from recent years’ news broadcast, TV programs, newspapers and magazines are of vari-
ous themes, forms and styles. The three compilers are teachers of Chinese as a foreign language in
Beijing Language and Culture University, who have been engaged in teaching and researching in
this field for a long period of time. We believe that this book will surely help the non-native Chi-

nese speakers to improve their ability to enter for Advanced Chinese Proficiency Test(Advanced
HSK).

The Compilers
Beijing
September 1999
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