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Unit One

Passage 1 |

n 1933 an unknown American called Clarence Nash went to see the film-maker

Walt Disney. He had an unusual voice and he wanted to work in Disney’s cartoon

films for children. When Walt Disney heard Nash’s voice, he said, “Stop! That’s
our duck!”

The duck was the new famous Donald Duck who first appeared in the film The
Wise Little Hen . Donald lived in an old houseboat and wore his sailor jacket and hat.
Later that year he became a star after an eight-minute Mickey Mouse film. The
cinema audience liked him because he was lazy and greedy, and because he lost his
temper very quickly. And they love his voice, when he became angry with Mickey’s
eight nephews. Soon Donald was more popular than Mickey Mouse himself, probably
because he wasn’t a goody-goody like Mickey.

In the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s Donald and his friends Mickey, Coody and Pluto
made hundreds of Disney cartoons. He also made educational films about the place of
the USA in the world, and safely in the home. Then in 1966 Donald Duck and his
voice disappeared, and there were no more new cartoons.

Clarence Nash died in February 1985. But today’s children can still see the old

cartoons on television and hear that famous voice.

Notes

1. cartoon film a motion picture film made by photographing a set of drawings Z1H fF, FiE A
2. appear become able to be seen, come into sight H 8l
e.g. A car suddenly appeared out of the fog. —HRKERARNFHHI,
3. sailor a person with a job on a ship, esp. one who is not a ship’s officer 5, /K F
4. temper a particular state or condition of the mind fES,, UM%
e.g. My father lost his temper this morning. BXESKEBE KT,
5. probably that has a good chance of being true, likely 8] B



Exercises

1. Spelling.
1) Donald Duck is a ¢ character.
2) Edison is still f for his inventions nowadays.
3) It’s time for the meeting. Has Tom a yet?
4) This TV play has a lot of a
5) Losing one’s t means angry.
6) My sister’s son is my n .
7) This e book will help you a lot.
8) Where’s Dick? He has d
9) He wants to be a s when he grows up.

10) He wants money every time. He's g
2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1) Clarence Nash made Donald Duck films.
2) Donald Duck first appeared in the film The Wise Little Hen .
3) In the film, Donald Duck made friends with Mickey’s eight nephews.
4) Clarence was hired by Walt Disney because of his voice.
5) Today, children can’t see Donald because Clarence has been dead since 1985.
3. Choose the best answer.
1) made Donald Duck film.
A. Mickey Mouse B. Clarence Nash C. Walt Disney D. Donald Duck
2) The Donald Duck film began in the year .
A. 1933 B. 1934 C. 1966 D. 1985
3) Clarence was

A. a cartoonist in the USA B. a famous duck in the world

C. a person who produced films D. the man who gave Donald Duck’s voice
4) Walt Disney chose Clarence Nash because

A. he was famous B. he was a film-maker

C. he went to see Walt Disney D. he had a strange voice
5) Where do today’s children see Donald Duck?

A. In new films. B. At the cinema.  C. On television. D. In the USA.

l Passage 2 '

here was once a teacher in a village. He was a man named Goldsmith. He was a
kind -hearted man. He was always ready to help others. Mr Goldsmith gave



away so much to the poor that he was always poor himself.

He was sometimes called Doctor Goldsmith, for he had taught himself medicine.

One day a poor woman asked Mr Goldsmith to go and see her husband because
he was very ill and could not get up.

Mr Goldsmith did so. He found that the family was in great need of help. The
man had been out of work for a long time, but he was not ill. He was just hungry
because there was no food in the house.

“Come to my room this evening, "said Mr Goldsmith to the woman, “I’ll give
you some medicine for your husband. ”

In the evening the woman came. Mr Goldsmith gave her a little paper box.
“Here is the medicine,” he said. “Take it and it will do your husband a great deal of
good. But don’t open the box until you get home.”

“What are the directions for taking it?” asked the woman.

“You will find them inside the box,” he answered.

When the woman reached home, she sat down by her husband’s side and they
opened the box. To their surprise, it was full of money. And on the top were the
directions: TO BE TAKEN WHEN NECESSARY .

Notes

1. directions a set of instruction on what to do or how to get somewhere &5 , 158
2. necessary that must be had, needed £075 HY , D E /Y
e.g. Food is necessary for life. BEYRAEMITVLERN.

Exercises

1. Spelling.
1) Ak man will help you when you are in trouble.
2) “He is the teacher of himself” means “He t himself”.
3) Since it has not rained for a long time, we’re in great n of water.
4) He is out of w , 5o he’s trying to find a new jab.
5) I’ ve done a lot of sports . I’m very h
6) You can’t look at the answers u you finish all the exercises.
7) Ad can tell you how to take the medicine.
8) Tomy s , he drinks eight glasses of water at one time.
9) Stop the tap, the glass is f of water.

10) It’s n to learn more knowledge when we are young.



. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1) Doctor Goldsmith worked in a big hospital.

2) Mr Goldsmith was rich and selfish.

3) One day, a woman asked Mr Goldsmith to go and see her husband because she thought her
husband was too ill to get up.

4) Mr Goldsmith gave medicines at once.

5) Mr Goldsmith asked the woman to open the box at her home because he really wanted the
woman to accept the money.

. Choose the best answer.

1) People called the kind man Doctor Goldsmith because he
A. was a doctor in a hospital
B. knew something about medicine and he was kind to the people
C. always gave away his money to others
D. worked in a chemist’s shop

2) One day the woman asked Mr Goldsmith to go and see her husband because she thought her
husband

A. was too ill to get up B. was too tired to get up
C . had lost his job D. had no food to eat
3) Mr Goldsmith found out that the man had
A. been ill for some time B. worked too hard.
C. not eaten anything for some time D. something wrong with his leg.

4) Mr Goldsmith gave the poor family a little box of

A. food B. medicine C. money D. papers
5) Mr Goldsmith asked the woman to open the box at her home because he

A. wanted to make the husband happy

B. told her the box was full of money

C. was afraid that the woman would lose the money on her way home

D.

really wanted the woman to take the money

Passage 3 I

ick was an English painter. He painted beautiful pictures.
Once the king of England asked him to paint some pictures on the walls of the

palaces.

Several workers came and made a big platform. Then Dick began to paint. He

worked with a man who helped him.

At the end of the year the pictures were ready. They were beautiful. Dick



looked for a long time. How beautiful they were! He took one step back and looked
again. Now the pictures were more beautiful. He took another step, then another,
until he was at the very edge of the platform. But he didn’t know it. He thought of
only his pictures.

The worker who helped him saw everything. “What shall I do?” he thought.
“Dick is at the very edge of the platform. If I cry out, he will take another step and
will fall down to the stone floor. It will kill him.” The worker quickly took a pot of
paint, ran to a picture and threw the paint at the picture. “What are you doing?”

cried the painter running back to his picture.

Notes

1. painter a person who paints pictures; artist £ H & , &

2. palace a large and splendid house, esp. where a king or queen officially lives & , & Bk
e.g. Have you ever been to Buckingham Palace?  #RZ:id 4 &I E M2

3. platform a raised floor of board %2

4. edge the part along the outside of something #1, %

Exercises

[

. Spelling.
1) He spent two hours in drawing pictures every day because he wanted to be a p
when he grew up.

2) In cartoon films, the kings always live in the p

3) 1 was quite tired after I mended s desks.

4) He came along the streets with hurried s .

5) Bring the book at the e of the desk to me.

6) Look! The children are t a frisby to one another.

7) “Help!” a boy in the river ¢ out.

8) The ten-month baby walked so fast that he often f down.
9) What color are you going to p the bookshelf?

10) The bear is coming towards us. We’re in d )
2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1) Dick worked with several other men for the king of France.
2) The painter didn’t know he was at the edge of the platform because he was drawing the
picture.
3) The worker found a clever way to save the painter.
4) The painter was angry with the worker when the worker threw the paint at the picture.

5) At last the worker would Le {ired because he made the picture useless.



3. Choose the best answer.
1) Dick worked
A. with another painter B. with a worker C. alcne D. with several men
2) The painter didn’t know he was in danger because

A. he was looking at the picture B. he was walking about

C. he was painting the picture D. he was talking to the worker
3) The worker to save the painter.

A. cried out B. ran away

C. threw the paint at the picture D. asked others
4) The painter was very when the worker threw the paint at the picture.

A. happy B. pleased C. sad D. angry
5) At last, the painter

A. fell down to the floor B. took another step

C. was saved D. ran away quickly

4 Passage 4 '

businessman had worked too much. He found that he could not sleep at night,
but often fell asleep during the day. He became so worried that he went to see

the doctor.

“Can you help me, doctor?” he asked worryingly. “I slept so well, but now I
haven’t had more than two hours at night.”

The doctor looked over the businessman, gave him some tests, asked him to
work less hard, and told him to take some kinds of medicine to help him. The doctor
said he was sure that he was not seriously ill, and that he would soon be better.

But the businessman grew worse instead of better. He slept even less than
before, and was still falling asleep in the office. He visited the doctor again and again,
and it took the doctor a long time to find out the reason: the businessman’s wife was
giving him the sleeping medicines in the morning, and the ones to keep him awake at

night!

Notes

1. businessman a person who works in business, esp. the owner of a business firm EBAE
N33

2. seriously not slightly =
6



Exercises

1. Spelling.

1) He went to Shanghai by plane, and he sleptd ~ the flight.

2) “I haven’t found my dog for hours,” the rich woman said to the policeman w

3) The doctor looked over the old man carefully by giving him many t .

4) “Take them three times a day and you’ll be OK in a few days,” said the doctor.

5) The soldier was s _ ill, so the doctor operated on him at once.

6) Since Peter is ill today, I'll take part in the 100-metre race i of him.
7) Be quiet. The baby is a

8) Millions of foreigners come to China to v the Great Wall in Beijing.
9) You must tell him the r why you won’ t come tomorrow.

10) The World Cup will start at 2:00 a.m. , just five minutes later. Keep a

. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1) Before the businessman went to the doctor, he was too tired to fall asleep.

2) The businessman used to sleep well.

3) The doctor was so bad that he couldn’t help the businessman.

4) The businessman couldn’t get better because he didn’t do as the doctor told him.

5) It was the doctor who made a mistake.

. Choose the best answer.

1) The businessman couldn’t fall asleep at night because
A. he was seriously ill
B. he often slept in the daytime
C. he had worked too much, and was too tired to fall asleep
D. he was worried about his business
2) The businessman

A. slept less than two hours at night B. slept well at night

C. slept more than two hours at night D. worked at night and slept during the day
3) The businessman visited the doctor again and again because

A. he wanted some more medicine B. he felt better and went to thank the doctor

C. his wife asked him to do so D. he still couldn’t sleep at night

4) The doctor
A. told the man not to work at night and do some exercise in the morning
B. told the man he wasn’t seriously ill and would soon be better
C. looked over the man carefully but didn’t give him any medicine
D. just gave the man some medicine but didn’t give him any tests
5) The businessman grew worse because .
A. he still worked too much B. he didn’t take any medicine at all

C. the doctor gave him some wrong medicine D. his wife gave him wrong medicine



Unit Two

Passage 1 I

omething was wrong with Mr Hunt’s eyes and his friends asked him to see the
doctor in the capital. The train was late that day and when he arrived there,

night fell. He felt hungry and bought some food outside the station. As it was raining
hard, he couldn’t walk to the nearest hotel. He was waiting for a taxi while eating
the sandwich and chips. Half an hour later it was his turn and he got on a small taxi.
The woman drove so fast that she couldn’t stop at the crossing when the lights turned
red. Luckily the policeman did not find it and she hurried off. She went on driving
fast and all the cars and buses had to make way for her. But soon it hit a big tree by
a narrow street and the driver was hurt. Mr Hunt got off and looked around. There
weren’ t any persons or cars and nobody could help him. He had to take her to hospi-
tal by himself. He moved the woman away and was going to drive the taxi. At that
moment he found something and asked, “Didn’t you find the window was spattered
with some mud, madam?”

“No, I didn’t,” said the driver. “I’ve left my glasses at home.”

Notes

spatter to cause (drops or liquid) to scatter on i, ¥
e.g. The car spattered mud on my clothes. KEMKTH —FR,

Exercises
1. Spelling.
1) Beijing is the c of China.
2) Go along the street, turn right at the second ¢ , then you’ll see the cinema.
3) L , Jack got on the last train and arrived at school on time.
4) Her legs were h in the traffic accident.

5) Last night he fell down suddenly and was sent to h
8



6) He is too fat to go through the n door.

7) Two young men were standing at the railway s _ for the last train.
8) “Have you { your keys?” “Yes, they are in my handbag.”

9) “Mike did the whole work all by h .7 “What a clever boy.”

10) Lucy got up late this morning, soshe h _ to work by bike.

2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false {F).
1) Mr Hunt went to the capital to see his friends.
2) The driver didn’ t stop at the crossing because she wanted to save time.
3) The car hit a big tree because the driver couldn’t see it clearly.
4) Mr Hunt got to the capital at night because the train was late.
5) Mr Hunt couldn’t drive to take the driver to hospital.
3. Choose the best answer.
1) Mr Hunt went to the capital to

A. treat his eyes B. take a taxi
C. help the driver D. buy some food
2) As » Mr Hunt got to the capital in the evening.
A. it rained heavily B. the train didn’t arrive at the station on time
C. he started late D. he didn’t catch his train in his town

3) The driver didn’t stop at the crossing because B
A. the lights were green B. there weren’t any police there
C. she thought it safe to pass there D. she didn’t see the red lights
4) The car hit a big tree because
A. the street was too narrow to go through
B. the woman couldn’t see the street clearly
C. the woman couldn’t drive at all
D. Mr Hunt hurried to get to the hotel
5) Which is right?
A. Mr Hunt should drive the taxi. B. Mr Hunt should walk to the hotel.

C. The driver had an accident sooner or later. D. The driver should drive fast.

Passage 2

arry Belafonte, a famous singer in America, felt sad when he saw a film about
the starving people in Africa. He said to himself, “I should do something to help
them. What can [ do?” He thought of a plan to gather the stars from the music world
and make a special record. The money from the record would help the starving people

in Africa. Those famous singers and musicians were always very busy, but they were
9



willing to come to the event from all over the world.

During the Christmas holiday in 1984, Michael Jackson and Lionel Lichie were
writing the words and music for the records. They often talked about the music far
into the night; when they finished the music, they called it We Are the World. On
the evening of January 28th, 1985, forty-five singers made a historical recording. At
10 o’ clock, everyone sang part of the chorus and harmony. At 4 the next morning,
they started recording the solo part of the song, they finally finished recording at 8.

On April 5, more than 8,000 radio stations all over the world played We Are the

World at the same time.

Notes

1. starve very hungry (FEIER)IEHIR
e.g. Let’s get something to eat, I’m starving. FAIFFSMCHE, IREURIET .
. Africa one of the seven main large masses of land on the earth JE#
. gather come together B , £ 4
. special not ordinary or usual F¥H|HY, FFEERY
. record a circular piece of plastic on which sound is stored Mg
. willing ready to do something @&/, L H1EE/
e.g. Are you willing to help?  {RIEBEH -G
. historical connected with history [ $ #9

AN U B WN

|

8. chorus a piece of music played or sung after each group of lines of a song WHM/EHEHPESE

HATEES
9. harmony notes of music combined together in a pleasant sounding way FiF
10. solo alone, without a companion 1%, Ji18
e.g. He often plays a flute solo at the concert. MAFEEZTRS FMELKSE,

Exercises

1. Spelling.
1) His novel is f in the world.
2) If the supply of food doesn’t arrive in two days, most of the people will s to
death.
3) They’ re preparing to make a music r .
4) On the Spring Festival all the family will g at 12 to welcome the new year.
5) He wishes to be a s when he grows up.
6) S movies always make her cry.
7) “I got all these news over the r ,” Jack said.
8) He h to finish the work before Saturday.

10



9) The teacher always said to us, “Don’t t in class.”
10) A is the fourth month of the year.
2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1) We Are the World is the name of the singers.
2) The famous singers made the record to help poor people in Africa.
3) From the passage we can see that Harry was kind-hearted.
4) The singers made the record during Christmas Day.
5) The passage is mainly about a famous singer from America.
3. Choose the best answer.
1) This passage as a whole is about

A. a famous American singer B. the making of a special record
C. the poor people in Africa D. a famous song

2) From the passage we can see that Harry Belafonte was a man.
A. rich B. poor
C. kind-hearted D. interesting

3) The recording was made
A. about a month after the words and the music were finished
B. soon after the words and the music were finished
C. on April 5,1985
D. on the Christmas Day of 1984
4) We Are the World is the name of
A. the famous singer B. a country in Africa
C. the special record D. a song in the record
5) They made the record to help

- .

A. the people around the world the poor people all over the world

C. the people in Africa D. the hungry people in Africa

i Passage 3 I

hich of your hands do you use most? Very few of us use both of our hands well.

Most of us are right-handed. Only about five people out of a hundred are left-

handed. New-born babies can take things either hand, but in about two years they

like to use their right hands. Scientists don’t know why this happens. They have

studied it. They think our animal ancestors right-handed, but this may not be true.

Monkeys are our closest relations in the animal world. Scientists have found that

monkeys like to use one of their hands more than the other — but it can be either

hand. There are so many right-handed ones. Next time you visit the zoo, watch the
11



monkeys carefully. You’ll see that some of them will swing from their right hands

and others will use their left hands. But most human beings use their right hands bet-

ter and this makes life difficult for the left-handed ones. We live in a right-handed

world.

4

[

Notes

. ancestor a person, esp. one living a long time ago, from whom another is descended 4%,
R
. relation connection X &
e.g. I don’t know the relation between wages and prices. I AHIE THEMYM 2 EH
KE,
. swing to cause to move backwards and forwards, or round and round, from a fixed point,

move in a curve J B2

. human being a man, woman, or child not an animal A, A2

Exercises

. Spelling.
1) We may put these trees on e side of the street.
2) He knows of many people, but he has few ¢ friends.
3) He went to London last week to v his grandpa.
4) The exam is e to pass.
5) This poem is d for a three-year-old boy to understand.
6) M of the students can speak English very well.
7) He s very hard and became the top student in his class.
8) The Smiths will have another b in two weeks,
9) We live in a beautiful and peaceful w
10) S are the people who always discover new things and explain them to the

public.

. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1) There’ re much more right-handed monkevs than left-handed monkeys.

2) We live in a right-handed world.

3) Left-handed people are difficult in life because they can’t use their right hands at all.
4) Half of the human beings are right-handed.

5) It’s because of our ancestors that we are right-handed.

. Choose the best answer.

1) Very few of us can use both of our hands well. It means
A. we can’t use one as the other
12



