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L1 UNIT ONE

Unit 1
Myths and Legends

Self — confidence is the first requisite
to great undertaking.

%ﬁkg, é] ,frgkk--l)

= Hp I i

ikt i dba dhAdh i gt A gk gt gk gt kit gk dh A dR AR % it g A 4 dhk i dh & gk gk gk g Ak vk gk g4 4

1.emp P4 75 % AL R) IR 15 (60 A4™)

eloquent, failing, faithfully, famine, feast, grumble, invitation, preparation,
spite, discover, approve, occasion, deliver, trouble, assure, spoil, jealousy, re-
‘ flect, depart, argument, in terms, virtue, transform, request, astonished, consent,
seize, declare, confront, accompany, refrain, eternal, ftraditional, rather than, at-
tribute, as long as, wander, request, stretch, escape someone s notice, jump to
one’ s feet, let onesell go, be consumed with /by, for the sake of , in placed, put an
end to, at will, be greeted with/by. behave oneself, condemn, conform to, of
one’ s own accord, take revenge, with certainty, come up, pass. ..down to, put out,

rest with

2. P NG IR P B M« A0 B S
3. U N BAESCHE B (KR IR IAE ER A )T
a.m| DU G B PES BRI HIAT A

”

e ERmR

.,

The origin of the universe can be explained by modern astronomers and astrophysicists,
while archaeologists and historians try to clarify the origin of human societies. In the distart
past, however, before any sciences existed, the beginnings of the world and of society were
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explained by mythology.

The word myth is often mistakenly understood to mean fiction— something that never
happened, a made — up story or fanciful tale. Myth is really a way of thinking about the
pust.  Mircea Eliade, a historian of religions. once stated: * Myths tell only of that which
really happened. ™ This does not mean that myths correctly explain what literally happened. It
does sugges!, however, that behind the explanation there is a reality that cannot be seen and
examined.

One of the best — known mythological books is Homer™ s * lliad’, which tells of the
Trgjan War. No one reading the book today accepts Homer’ s story as a historically factual
account. There is little doubt, however, that at some time — many centuries before Homer
lived— there really was a war between the Greek city-states and the residents of northwestern
Asta Minor.

Another of the great myths of ancient peoples is the flood legend. The best — known
version is the story found in Genesis. the first book of the Bible. of Noah and his ark. No
scientist today would admit that a flood could ever have covered the whole Earth, with waters
reaching higher than the highesi mountains. But ancient Mesopotamia experienced many se-
vere floods. It is likely that one exceptionally devastating flood became the subject of later
mythmaking. Perhaps events from many floods were woven together to make one story.

Mythmaking, like superstition, is not the sole property of people whe lived thousands of
years ago. It has persisted throughout history. The American West of the 19th century has
been a favorite subject on which to build myths. The West was a reality. There were cowboys,
Indians, outlaws, and federal marshals. The stories now presented in Western fiction and in
the movies and on television, however, are highly romanticized versions of a reality that was
Jar less glamorous.

Mythmaking has traditionally looked to the past to try to make sense out of the present.
Some modern myths look instead to the future. Storytellers make use of the uncountable in-
ventions of the lust few centuries to give vivid depictions of what Earth may be like hundreds of
vears from now. or they imagine life on worlds billions of light — years away in space or far

in the future.

— EEED Prepérétion}

1. An Argument About the Sun
{1) Both the children are wrong. The sun gives out almost the same amount of heat at

any time of the year. We feel sometimes it is hotter, and sometimes it is cooler only because
the angle between the sunlight and the surface of the earth varies constantly.

That the sun seems bigger at daybreak is an optical illusion. When it appears on the
horizon, only a small part of the sky is bright enough to be seen against it. This makes the
sun seem bigger. But when it’s high up in the sky, it seems smaller with the huge bright

sky against it.



That it is cooler in the morning than at midday is not because of the change of the
distance between the sun and the earth. It is because of the change of the angle between the
sunlight and the surface of the earth. We don’ t feel very hot in the morning because less

sunlight is received per unit of area when the angle is smaller. But as time passes, more and

more sunlight per unit of area penetrates the atmosphere and reaches us, so we feel hotter at
midday.

(2) Confucius was knowledgeable, but not a genius. We can’t expect him to know
everything. Fveryone has his or her limitations. Another reason is that at that time science
was not developed and people didn’ t have advanced equipment to do research on the sun
and the earth. So it was difficult to understand or explain many natural phenomena.

(3) A) I think Confucius was honest. He didn’1 pretend to know the answer.

B) No one is perfect. One may be an expert in one field, but a lavman in other fields.

C) The children were very curious, a good quality of theirs. But they only saw one side
of the phenomenon and then jumped to conclusions. One should consider different aspects
before drawing any conclusions.

2. Chinese Fables

His Spear Against His Shield

In the state of Chu there was a man who had a spear and a shield for sale. He was loud
in praises of his shield.

“My shield is so strong that nothing can pierce it through. ™

He also sang praises of his spear.

“My spear is so strong that it can pierce through anything, v

“What would happen, " he was asked, “if your spear is used to pierce your shield?”

He was unable to give an answer.

It is impossible for an impenetrable shield to coexist with a spear that finds nothing
impenetrable.

A Matter of Dignity

There was a great famine in the state of Qi. Qian Ao, a rich man in Qi, prepared food
by the roadside for the hungry to come and eat.

Along came a starving man, his sleeves covering his head, his hempen (BRHBY)
sandals held together by string, walking as if he did not know where he was going. With
food in his left hand and drink in his right, Qian Ao shouted at him.

“Hey you! Come and eat!”

The man Jooked up and stared at Qian.

“I’ m reduced to this state just because I refuse to take anything from loud — mouthed
(B ik FES B, WL ELBR M ) people giving away food ” he said.

Qian immediately begged his pardon but the man still refused to eat and eventually
starved to death.

From 100 Ancient Chinese Fables by K. L. Kiu
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Listening - Centered Activity)

OF e

Mart Moody [ma: t mu: di] (A%) 4% « i, Tupper Lake[leik] (— /1 HENE
#7) ,pup[ pap] (/b 7, 4% ) ,retdever[ri” ritva ] (BT E M A R)

(D GISHER

Exercise |

1) What did Moody shoot at one day?

Ducks

2) Who went with Moody?

His dog.

3) What was happened to the dog after she left?

She didn’t show up/come back that day.

4) Why was Moody waorried about her?

Tt was very unusual for her not to come back. / She’s heavy with pups. / It was late,
but she still didn’t come back.

5) What do you think of the ending?

It’ s incredible. It’ s possible for a dog to have seven pups at one birth, but newly -
born pups are too weak to carry ducks. And it is unlikely that the dog could carry three

ducks in her mouth. But of course the exaggeration is funny.

Ezercise 2

1)F 2)F 3)T 4T 5 F 6T

Exercise 3

Samples

Moody told the story to show what a good and responsible retriever his dog was. For
example, when there were ducks for her to get/carry, she gave birth to 7 pups. And even
the pups were great enough to be able to get ducks for their master right after birth. Of
course, Moody was exaggerating and we know it isn’t a true story.

Moody felt very proud of his dog. She was a good and dutiful retriever. She accom-
plished her duty when she was heavy with pups. Without any delay, she took off 0 get the
Jucks her master shat at. She never forgot her duty even when she had to give birth to the
pups. Even her baby pups followed her example. We know he was exaggerating, and it was

funny.
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Mart Moody s Bird Dog

Mart Moody from Tupper Lake used to tell this tale. “I went out one day and there was
a big flock of ducks out on Tupper Lake. And I had this good dog. I shot at the ducks, and
then I sent the dog out there. She was heavy with pups at the time, and I didn’t know
whether I should send her out there. It was a cold day in the fall. Well, she took right off
and away she went. But she didn’t show up when it got dark. 1 began to worry about her.
She was a good dog, a really good retriever. She’d get anything I shot at.

So the next morning I woke up and I thought I' d better go see if I could find her. And
I got down to the shoreline of the lake and I looked out. Suddenly I saw something coming.
It was this dog, she came into the shore! She had three ducks in her mouth. And behind
her she had seven pups. And each of the pups had a duck in his mouth.

Listening I
(D) TR

preacher[” prinfa] (n. fE# L) Reverend (M HUMHI B H5, AU 5 the £A) HH
1), carve[kawv] (Y1 F), shed[Jed] (Fids; ET), velllyel] (nug, A=), damned
[demd ] GZIEHY , 7T EHY )
() %IsH%E%
Exercise 1
1) Whom did the old man invite to his house?
The Reverend. / A preacher
2) What did the father go to meet the Reverend?
Two ducks.
3) Where did the father go to meet the Reverend?
To the train station ‘
4) What did the daughter do while the father was away?
She ate up the two ducks.
5) What did the father do after he came back with the guest?

He sharpened his knife on the oil stone.
6) Why do you think the daughter started to cry in front of the guest?
She wanted to attract the preacher’s attention. / She wanted to make her story
believable.
7) What did she say to the guest?
“Papa invites preachers to his house and cuts off their ears. ”
8) What did the guest do after he heard what the daughter said?
He took his hat and left quickly.
9) What did the daughter say to her father when the preacher left?




