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Unit 1

Part A Extensive Reading

10

20

Evolution!

by John Glasworthy*

Coming out of the theatre® we found that it was quite impossible to get a taxi-
cab. Though it was raining slightly, we walked down the street. Numbers of han-
soms and four-wheelers passed or stood waiting', but every taxi seemed to have its
load. At Piccadilly Circus® losing patience, we took a four-wheeler.

The journey was so long and slow that when, at last, we reached home we were
half asleep. The fare was two shillings, and standing in the lamplight to make sure
the coin was a half-crown before giving it to the driver, we happened to look up. This
cabman was a man of about sixty, with a long, thin face, and grey moustaches. Two
furrows down his cheeks were so deep that his face seemed to be a collection of bones.
He sat quite motionless, gazing at the tail of his horse. And, almost unconsciously,
we added the rest of our silver to that half-crown. He tock the coins without speak-
ing; but, when we were opening the garden gate, we heard him say: “Thank you,
you've saved my life. ”

Not knowing what to reply to such a curious speech®, we closed the gate again
and came back to the cab.

“Are things so very bad?”

” replied the cabman. “It’s done with this job”. We are not wanted

“They are,
now. ” And, taking up his whip, he prepared to drive away. But then he dropped his
hand again and went on;

“Thirty-five years I’ve been driving a cab. I don’t blame the taxis, I don’t blame
anybody. .. it’s come on us, that’s what it has. This morning I left my wife with not a
penny in the house. She said to me only yesterday; ‘What have you brought home the
last four months?’” ‘About seven shillings a week,” 1 said, ‘No,’ she said, ‘six’.”

“Are you really going short of food?”

The cabman smiled; and that smile on his long, thin face was very strange.

“You may say that,” he said. “Before I picked you up, I had one shilling and a
half today; and yesterday I had five shillings. And I must pay for the cab every

]



30

35

40

45

50

New

”

day.

One of us said something about the public.

The cabman turned his face and stared down through the darkness.

“The public?” he said, and there was surprise in his voice. “Well, they all want
the taxis. It’s natural. Taxis go {aster, and time is money. I was seven hours in the
strect before I picked you up. And you were also looking for a taxi. It’s true that
there are a few old ladies who are afraid of the motors, but old ladies are never very
free with their money.”

“Everybody is sorry for you —”

He interrupted quietly, “Sorrow doesn’t buy bread. ” And slowly moving his head
from side to side, he added: “Besides, what could people do? There are such a lot of
us —”

We approached the horse. In the darkness it seemed to consist of innumerable
ribs. The cabman again took his whip.

“I don’t suppose,” he said without any emotion, “that I can find another job. It’l]
be the workhouse, if it’s not the other thing. ™

And when we said that it was cruel. he smiled again.

“Yes,” he said slowly, “we’ve done nothing to deserve it®. One thing comes

pushing out another. But things are like that, so far as I can see. I've thought about

ity sitting up here all day. Itll soon be the end of us it can’t last much longer.
Our day is over. .. I’'m not complaining, you asked me about it yourself. ”

And for the third time he raised his whip. And this time, with a “Thank You,”
he touched his horse with his whip. As if aroused from sleep the poor creature began
to move. Very slowly they went down the road among the shadows of the trees.
And, after the cab was lost to sight, the wind still brought to us the dying sound of

the slow wheels.

Words and Expressions

evolution [,iva'lu:fn] n. BB, 5T,k furrow ['farsu] n. i LS

Ty motionless ['maufanlis] adj. # 1k 8, R 3h
taxi-cab n. HHK%E fty
hansom ['heensam] n. —f i - BLE unconsciously [an'konfasli] adv. T & i8
four-wheeler n. HEDL%E H
make sure §E , ¥ E arouse [a'rauz] vt. MafR, M2, 58, M

crown n. (FEF)IHHfLAESF T

Notes

1. The

theory of evolution was put forward by Charles Darwin (1809—1882), notably in his

. 2.



famous book of 1859 The Origin of Species by Natural Selection, summed up by Herbert
Spencer as “the survival of the fittest” GEF £ ).

John Galsworthy (1867-1933 £98 - & /RETIESL), one of the most prominent English re-
alistic writers of the 20th century. His novels and plays give a very complete picture of
the English bourgeois society. A bourgeois himself, Galsworthy nevertheless clearly saw
the decline of his class and truthfuily portrayed this in his works. His main works are
The Forsyte Saga (§1B/RBEME )) and A Modern Comedy ({ BB RI). He won the No-
bel Prize for Literature in 1932,

Coming out of the theatre. ..

X B A EIEERE, EEREERRFEPERANT

When we came out of the theatre

stood waiting : B1i7] stand, sit, lie, come fl go 2N SRESFAER

5. Piccadilly Circus: a square in London (48%0) FE#i I 15

6. Not knowing what to reply to such a curious speech. .. : As we did not know what to re-

ply to such a curious speech. ..

7. It’s done with this job: This kind of job has run to its end. X PMTYUEFXET.
8. It'll be the workhouse, if it’s not the other thing.

9.

the workhouse; public institution for homeless people #{ R ¥ ¥z

the other thing: Here it means death euphemistically. When talking about something un-
happy, people seldom say it directly. ;X BERIIFT-MERERE:, FiRD|—HREHRHH
Bf, AR ER T 40 K,

This sentence means: If I don’t want to die early, I'll have to go to the workhouse.

We’ve done nothing to deserve it: We’ve done nothing wrong to be punished like this.

Discussion Questions

1.

Describe the cabman and his feelings.

2. How much money did the author give to the cabman?

3. Why couldn’t the cabman earn enough money? And who do you think was responsible for

it?

. What kind of person was the writer according to this passage?

Why did the author use “evolution” as the title?



Translation through Reading

1.

1.

(Lines 2-4)

Numbers of hansoms and four-wheelers passed or stood waiting, but every taxi
seemed to have its load.
(Lines 8-9)

Two furrows down his cheeks were so deep that his face seemed to be a collection of
bones.
(Lines 33-35)

It’s true that there are a few old ladies who are afraid of the motors, but old ladies
are ncver very free with their money.
(Lines 45-46)

One thing comes pushing out another. But things are like that, so far as I can see.

(Lines 52-53)
And, after the cab was lost to sight, the wind still brought to us the dying sound of

the slow wheels.

Part B Fast Reading

Our Most Dangerous Enemy——the Rat

Men are the cleverest and most dangerous animals on earth. Rats come second.

Men kill their enemies. They have killed millions of men since ancient times—— but

rats have killed hundreds of millions of men. Rats carry diseases. Black rats carry

fleas, and these fleas give men bubonic plague. Bubonic plague still kills thousands of

5 Asians and Africans today —— as it killed millions of Europeans in the past , until
. 4 -
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brown rats came to Europe and pushed the black rats out. There is no plague in Eu-
typhus, for example.

rope today, but brown rats carry thirty-five other diseases
Typhus has killed 200 million pecple in the last 400 years. Rats are dangerous. They
not only carry diseases into men’s homes, they also take men’s food. They eat 33 mil-
lion tons of grain every year. That is enough grain to feed 200 million people—so
men die of hunger because rats eat their food. Rats are clever, too. They have good
leaders. Men try to poison them, but if their leaders tell them that food is dangerous
they do not eat it. So our cities and villages are full of rats, We can go to the moon,

but we cannot kill this dangerous enemy. Why? Is it because we are not clean?

Questions Based on the Passage

1. The ratis animals on earth.

A,

the most clever and dangerous

B. the least clever and dangerous

C. the second clever and dangerous
D. the kindest and friendly
2. Rats kill men by

A. carrying fleas B. spreading diseases C. eating food D. giving poison
3. Different rats carry ___ disease.

A. same B. similar C. different C. familiar
4. We can not wipe out rats because they are

A. stupid B. superior C. confident D. clever

5. The reason that there are many rats in our cities and villages is that they are

A. well-organized B. loose C. tough D. well-prepared

Part C Reading for Deeper Understanding

10

How men first learned to invent words is unknown. In other words, the origin of
language is a mystery. All we really know is that men, unlike animals, somehow in-
vented certain sounds to express thoughts and feelings, actions and things, so that
they could communicate with each other; and that later they agree upon certain signs,
called letters, which could be combined to represent those sounds, and which could be
written down. Those sounds, whether spoken or written in letters, we call words.

The power of words, then, lies in their associations-the things they bring up be-
fore our minds. Words become filled with meaning for us by experience; and the
longer we live, the more certain words recall to us the glad and sad events of our
past; and the more we read and learn, the more the number of words that mean some-

thing to us increase.



Comprehension Exercises

1. The origin of language is
A. a legend handed down from the past
B. a matter that is hidden and secret
C. a problem not yet solved
D. a question difficult to answer
2. Why men invented certain sounds to express thoughts and actions was that __
A. they could communicate with each other
B. they could agree upon certain things
C. they could write them down
D. they could combine them
3. The real power of words lies in their
A. properties B. associations C. characteristics D. peculiarity
4. By “association”, the author means
A. a strange feature
B. a special quality
C. a joining of ideas in the mind
D. an appearance which is puzzling

5. Which of the following statements is true?

A. The more we read and learn, the more ignorant we are.
B. The more we read and learn, the more sensitive we become.
C. The more we read and learn, the more confused we will be.

D. The more we read and learn, the more learned we are.



Unit 2

Part A Extensive Reading

10

25

Police on Bicycles'

By William Smith

The image of the American policeman® racing to an emergency is one of a fast
moving car, skidding around corners, lights flashing, siren sounding, horn blasting.
Inside the speeding car the police are armed with guns. Buta new image of American
police is starting to be seen, according to the Economist magazine.

Police in New York have started riding bicycles to help beat crime. They are the
latest American police to decide that staying in police cars with shotguns behind bul-
let-proof® glass is not the best way to be seen in the community.

The American police feel that in some circumstances the large cars with flashing
red lights and noisy sirens are more frightening for the citizens than for the criminals.
Police who arrive on bicycles give the citizens a feeling that they are safe.

In New York 50 police officers are now using the bicycles in five different police
districts, The results of police on bicycles has been so good that other police districts
are planning to use bicycles next year. They expect up to 500 police will be on bicy-
cles then.

Captain Michael Shortfall, the head of New York’s community policing, says
that the patrol car acts as a barrier between the police and the citizens. The bicycle is
more of a friendly connection.

The bicycle is successful in big American cities with many cars because it can get
into corners where cars cannot reach and can go quickly through traffic jams®. A bicy-
cle lets the police officer seem as if he is enjoying himself and can talk with the mem-
bers of the public. He does not have to hurry on like the policeman who is patrolling
on foot.

Bicycles were first used by policeman in modern America in San Jose, California,
14 years ago. Two policemen who rode their bicycles to work decided to set up a
squad of police at work and five of them began riding bicycles for their patrols on the
streets.,

One of the policemen who remembers riding the bicycles says that they could

« 7
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beat cars and motorbike police to the scene of a crime®. Today the bicycle police are
being scen as the friendly way to help neighborhoods who have too much crime. Po-
lice on bicycles have become easy to talk to and they take an interest in the people
they meet more easily than the police in cars.

Seattle® in the state of Washington on the west coast of America is also well-
known for its bicycles. In 1987, police who rode bicycles for their recreation asked the
police chief if they could use them in their work. The police chief agreed. Then he
was surprised that the police on bicycles were able to make arrests quicker and get to
emergencies faster than cars. The bicycle police moved quickly around the traffic in
the city center which had become blocked with too many cars after new high-rise
buildings brought increased numbers of cars and people into the city.

Police in England and many countries in Europe have asked Seattle police about
their special programme. In Seattle they use bicycles with 18-speed gears’, have a
special two-week training programme and have a special set of all-weather clothing to
protect police from the rain and cold. The Seattle police also have rules that officers
riding bicycles must wear gloves. The sunglasses they use to protect their eyes a-
gainst bright sunshine must not be too dark otherwise it means members of the public
will not be able to see them clearly.

Other American cities to have police bicycle patrols are Oakland on San Francisco
Bay and Berkeley in San Francisco. One bicycle patrol officer received a special award
for riding beside elderly people to make sure they were safe walking home at night af-
ter a meeting of their club.

In Washington DC, the federal® capital of America, the police officers’ organiza-
tion, the Police Executive Research Forum®, says that bicycles are good for police be-
cause they are cheap and do the job and the police officers like them. They like the

mobility or the chance to move around freely.

New Words and Expressions

emergency [i'ma:d3ensi] n. EAEH: R community [ka'mjuniti] n. F{E; ¥4 ;[E
R —XHLEBER

skid [skid] n. vt. #% patrol [pa'troul] n, vt. vi. ¥

siren ['saiorin] n. BE barrier ['baeria] n. FRRE ;[

blast [bla:st] vi. % & gemi iy traffic jam ['treefic dzeem] n. 3EHIEE

bullet-proof ['bulit pru:f] a. BF3eaYy,Hr 3% squad [skwod] n. BE;#H;BA
TTAZEW recreation [ rekri'eifon] n. 4818 %

circumstance [ 'satkamstans] n. [pl. ] 4§ mobility [moau'biliti] n. Z &% ; B ahvE
O R ET T B

« B



Notes

1.

-

The English word bicycle comes from the Latin word “bi” meaning “two” and the Greek
word “kyklos” meaning “a circle” or “a wheel”. The term “bicycle” thus refers to the
two wheels, just as the English word “tricycle” using the Latin “tria” for three refers to
a three-wheeled machine, ZLiE{F bicycle (BT E)FEH I TiA“bI"ERRE ", B &t
“kyklos" & HA“— @ "R — T, B, “bicycle” —iARRE A RF, EWEIA tri-
cycle (ZRMEE) M T A “ria”BRH M THLE.

. Police has several nicknames but the most frequently used are “copper” and “bobby”. The

first name comes from the verb to “cop”, meaning to “take” or “capture”, and the second
comes from the first name of Sir Robert (Bobby) Peel (1788-1850) who reorganized the

London police force.

. bullet-proof glass: A kind of glass that can stop bullets from passing through it, “-

proof” means protecting against something undesirable so as not to be harmed by. For

example: air-proof, fire-proof, water-proof, sound-proof.

. traffic jam: a mass of people and/or vehicles crowd together so that movement is difficult

or impossible. ICH IR . ZEEE,
they could beat cars and motorbike police 1o the scene of a crime; police riding bicycles
reach the spot of a crime more quickly than those driving cars or motorbikes.

Seattle: a city and port in the west of Washington State.

. bicycles with 18-speed gears: bicycles with an apparatus offering users 18 various speeds

to choose.

- the federal: the national cential government, in contrast to the government of states or

provinces and smaller authorities, [EZX A SBUIF 45 M BT a4 BOR HE /1930 HL# 76
xR,

. the Police Executive Research Forum. ¥ & {TEW itz

Discussion Questions

1.

How did American police come to ride bicycles?

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages for police to ride bicycles?

3. What do you think makes American Police so concerned about their relation with the pub-

4

lic?
What are the citizens’ impression of police on bicycles and police in cars?
List out the four cities in which police ride bicycles. -



Translation through Reading

1. (Lines 1-3)
The image of the American policeman racing to an emergency is one of a fast moving

car, skidding around corners, lights flashing, siren sounding, horn blasting.

2. (Lines 16-17)
The patrol car acts as a barrier between the police and the citizens. The bicycle is

more of a friendly connection.

3. (Lines 18-19)
The bicycle is successful in big American cities with many cars because it can get into

corners where cars cannot reach and can go quickly through traffic jams.

4. (Lines 30-32)
Police on bicycles have become easy to talk to and they take an interest in the people

they meet more easily than the police in cars.

5. (Lines 44-48)
The sunglasses they use to protect their eyes against bright sunshine must not be too

dark otherwise it means members of the public will not be able to see them clearly.

« 10 -



Part B Fast Reading

Fire Making

Thousands of years ago, people lived only in hot places. They did not live in cold
places because they could not keep warm. Then they learned how to make clothes.
When an animal was killed, they cut off its skin. They wrapped the skins around
their bodies. The skins kept them warm. Skins which had fur on them were the best.

5 Even today some people wear the furs of animals to keep themselves warm.

At first men did not know how to make fire. Sometimes lightning hit a forest and

started a fire. Then people took some of this fire to make a fire near their homes. A

fire was very important for three reasons. It kept them warm. It also frightened wild

animals they did not attack when they saw a fire. Then another thing was discov-
10 ered: if you cook food, it tastes much better!

But men still did not know how to make fire. When they had a fire, they did not
let it stop burning. If it went out, they could not start it again. They had to wait for
lightning to start another fire! Sometimes they had to wait for years.

Later, they discovered how to make a fire. If you rub two pieces of wood togeth-

15 er, they become hot and burn. You have to rub very fast! One way of doing it is to
make a little hole in a piece of wood. Pieces of wood or dry leaves are put into the
hole. You rub the stick between your hands. This makes it turn very guickly. The
end in the hole becomes very hot. The small pieces of wood and dry leaves begin to
burn,

20 Another way of making fire is to knock two pieces of stone together. This makes
a spark. You can use this spark to start a fire. _

Today we have matches. We can carry them in our pockets and make a fire when
we want to. Many people use heaters to keep warm. Qil heaters burn oil. Gas heaters
burn gas. Electric heaters use electricity. We also use oil, gas and electricity for

cooking.

Questions Based on the Passage

1. Once people lived only in hot countries because they did not know how to
A. kill animals B. take fire from forests
C. keep themselves warm D. make matches
2. Animal skins were used
A. for food B. to make fire
- 11 -



C. for burning D. to keep people warm
3. Men later discovered how to use fire to
A. cook food B. kill animals
C. cut off an animal’s skin D. burn wood
4. People first learned to make fire by rubbing together.
A. stones B. two pieces of wood
C. dry leaves D. matches
5. Today most people in the world use to make a fire.
A. hecaters B. matches C. stones D. lightning

Part C Reading for Deeper Understanding

10

15

20

Percy’s mysterious disappearance upset everybody a great deal. Percy is a per-
former in a night-club and before he was due to appear on the stage, it was discovered
that he was not in his usual place. There was certainly good cause for worry because
Percy is a dangerous snake and he is over six feet long.

The search for Percy lasted several days and a great number of people joined in.
As Percy could not possibly have gone out into the streets, he must still be hiding
somewhere in the club. The searchers found that some of the boards in Percy’s room
had rotted and there was a gap in the floor. It seemed likely that Percy had slipped
under the floor and crept behind a wall where there was a nice warm central heating u-
nit.

The manager of the club suggested that Percy might have found some mice be-
hind the wall and eaten them. Since then he had probably curled round the warm
pipes and gone 1o sleep. As a snake that has had a satisfying meal can sleep {for sever-
al days continuously, a determined effort had to be made to get him out. The hot wa-
ter was therefore turned off immediately and the temperature in the room fell to a few
degrees above zero. But Percy, who has the reputation of being a lazy creature, made
no attempt to come out. The manager then tried something else. He placed a dish full
of tasty delicacies near the hroken floor-boards. Again Percy failed to appear. With
the hot water turned off, it was decided that Percy must be freezing by now, so an
electric fire was put into his room to encourage him to come in and warm himself. To
help him make up his mind even more quickly, cold air was blown under the floor-
boards. Even these measures did not succeed, so there was only one thing left to do.
The next morning. the whole wall was carefully knocked down brick by brick so as
not to frighten him with too much noise. The hot water pipes were gradually laid

bare, but to their astonishment, the searchers found no sign of Percy anywhere.

«12 -



Comprehension Exercises

1.

Everybody was worried when Percy disappeared because

A. he was too young to take care of himself,

B. there would be no performance in the club without him.
C. he might be a threat to people’s safety.

D. he was too long to be dealt with.

In order to find Percy, people took all the following measures except that

A. hot water was turned off for some time.

B. some good food was placed near the broken floorboard.
C. an electric fire was put into his room.

D. some mice were caught behind the wall.

Which of the following is not true?

A. Snakes are all over six feet long.

B. Snakes may sleep for several days continuously.

C. Snakes like mice very much.

D. Snakes have a reputation of being lazy.

. Later on, cold air was blown under the floor-board in order to

A. frighten the snake away from the club.

B. enccurage the snake to go into his room.

C. drive the snake out of his room.

D. make him more determined to stay where he was.
All the efforts taken to find the snake turned out to be
A. effective B. helpful C. a failure

D. a success

« 13-



Unit 3

Part A Extensive Reading

10

20

25

The Information Age

By David Leming

It was the English scientist-philosopher Francis Bacon (1561-1626) who said,
“Knowledge itself is power.” This is an important dictum, but it has never been so
true as to-day, with the arrival of the Information Age.

At the beginning of the Industrial Revolution', a country’s comparative advan-
tage depended largely on the natural resources it was endowed by Nature. People had
to learn basic skills when they joined manufacturing industries. They were called
blue-collar workers, and they formed the majority, directed by a minority of man-
agers.

After World War I, the invention and increasing use of the microchip brought
about great changes in the structure of man’s social production. While the primary in-
dustry (agriculture) and the secondary industry (manufacturing) remain to be impor-
tant, there have been rapid advances in the tertiary industry?(services)., And there is
now talk of a fourth industry, the information industry.

In the industrialized world, that is, in the United States, Europe and Japan,
about two thirds of jobs are now in the service sector, and the number is on the rise.
Of course, there are roughly two different groups of job-holders in the service sector
itself. The jobs in the first group, such as retail sales, food services, trucking and

*, which are unskilled occupations, are low-wage, while in the sec-

janitorial services
ond group are high-paid investment bankers, computer programmers, high techni-
cians, etc. , who are able to solve complicated problems by applying information. And
the second group of service job-holders represent the future in economic development.

It is argued that in future people should no longer be classified as white collar or
blue collar, but rather as knowledge workers and non-knowledge workers. The
knowledge workers can not only read and write and perform rote tasks‘, they must
meet the basic requirement of computer literacy® and constantly think up new ways to
meet the changing demands of increasing productivity.

More and more people are learning to be competent in using personal computers,

e 14



