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Passage A

“Which language is the most widely spoken — English,
Russian or Chinese?” “Which football team won the World
Cup in 1978?” “How many kilometers are there in 64
miles ?”

2X1. knows the answers to all those questions and many
more. 2XL isn’t an encyclopedia. He’s a talking robot,
produced by Mego Corgoratigg_c_;f New York. Mego de-
scribes him as an educational toy for school-age children and
adults. This means that you can communicate with him and
he asks and answers questions.

2X1L. asks objective questions which require a yes/no or
ture/false or mtiltiple choice type of answer. When you an-
swer the questions, 2XL responds to your answer. For ex-
ample, when he asks the student about the languages, the
student answers by pushing one of four buttons. If he push-
es the right button for the answer “Chinese”, 2XL says,
“Congratulations. That’s right.” If the student gives the
wrong answer, the robot tells him or her the right answer
and says, “Better luck next time!”

ZXL tells jokes, asks riddles, plays music and sings
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songs. A general information tape is part of the package
when you buy 2XI.. Then you can buy a collection of tapes
on different subjects. There’s a program of questions about
sports, a program of games and puzzles, one on science fi’c—
tioin and an educational introduction to the metric system.
2XL has his own personality. He hardly ever repeats
himself. He makes the student who has difficulty in answer-
ing feel better with his jokes and songs. And if the student

doesn’ t answer, 2XL shows by loud snoring that he’s
bored !

Notes .
(D encyclopedia; B £ $
@ riddle: %5
@ the metric system: + 35,248, % §
@ snore: $TH

1. 2XL’s ability to communicate is based on
A) the student’s level of education
B) an encyclopedia
~(3) tapes of different subjects
D) an educational toy
2. 2XL is designed and produced for
A) the children only
~.B) both children and adults
- C) students who have difficulty in study
D) teachers who can use it in class

3. If a student gives the wrong answer to a question, 2XL
. 2 .



will
“A)-ctorrect and comfort him
B) laugh at him
C) ask him to try again
D) feel bored
4. Which of the following questions is 'Enpossible for 2XL to
ask? T
A) Do you love to talk with me?
B) Which of these five sports do you like best?
-C) Please tell me something about this game, will you?
D) You are a skilled football player, aren’t you?
5. According to the passage, 2XL cannot
A) speak B)-hear C) sing D) snore

Passage B

Life on earth depends on the sun. Day after day we see
its light and feel its warmth, but we do not often consider
their origin. Yet there are many remarkable things about
the sun. One is its distance from the earth, even if it could
be made, it would take several hundred years even in the
fastest rocket.

The sun is a large star. The planet carth is very small
in comparison. One hundred and nine globes the size of the
earth would be needed to stretch from one side of the sun to

the other. The sun makes us feel hot, even at a distance of

.3.



ninety-three million miles. This is not surprising. The tem-
perature on the sun is about ten thousand degrees Fahren-
heit. But we receive only a small part of this heat. The total
heat of the sun could melt a column of ice two and a quarter
miles thick and ninety-three million miles high in one sec-
ond.
The brightness of the sun is equally astonishing. The

sun gives such a bright light that 1,575,000, 000,000,000,
000, 000 wax candles would be needed to give an equal light.
This very long row of figures gives us some idea of the bril-
liance of the sun. As we said earlier, we receive only a very
small part of the sun’s heat. We also receive only a very
small part of its light. This is sufficient for the growth of
trees and plants, and for the existence of living creatures on
earth. To much heat and light would destroy the balance of
life. The hcat and light from the sun come in just the right
quantities for life on earth.
6. The sun is .

A) the largest globe

B) the largest star

C) a large heavenly body

D) a large planet
7. The diameter of the sun is

A) two hundred and eighteen times as big as that of the

- earth
B) ninety-three million miles

.-4'



9.

10.

C) one hundred and nine times as large as that of the

earth
D) 1,575, 000,000, 600, 000, 000,000 times as large as

that of a candle

. Which of the {ollowing is true?

A) Man only can get to the sun by the fastest rocket.
B) The heat we receive from the sun can melt a column
of ice two and a quarter miles thick and ninety-three
million miles high in one second,
C) Nothing can decribe the brightness of the sun.
D) The distance from the sun to the earth is 93 million
"~ miles.

The balance of life on earth would be destroyed if

_A) the temperature on the sun should be ten thousand

degrees Centigrade

B) the earth should receive a small part of the sun’s
heat

C) we should receive only a very small part of the sun’s
light

D) the heat and light from the sun should come in just
the right quantities for us on earth

Which sentence best summarizes the main idea of this

passage?

A) Life on earth depends on the sun.

B) Too much heat and light from the sun would destroy

'5.



the balance of life.

C) The heat and light from the sun come in just the
right quantities for life on earth.

D) Compared with the sun, the planet earth is very
small,

Passage C

Every culture and every country in the world celebrates
New Year, but not everyone does it the same way. The
countries of the America and Europe welcome the new year
on January first. This practice began with the Romans.
Julius Caesar changed the date of the new year from the first
day of March to the first day of January. In the Middle
East, New Year is when spring begins. People in China and
Vietnam celebrate in on Tet, which is the first day of their
ca\lell_cﬁir based on the moon. Tet usually comes between
January 21 and February 19. Rosh Hashana, which is the
Jewish New Year, comes at the end of summer. The Hindus
in India celebrate the first day of each season, so they have
four New Years.

In all of these cultures, there is a practice of making
noise. People made noise in ancient times to drive away the
evil spirits from the home. Today, making noise is more of
a custom than a rehglous rntual Many people do it with fire-

works. In Japan, people go from house to house making
L K



‘noise with drums and bamboo sticks. Young people in Den-
mark throw broken pieces of pottery against the sides of
friends’ houses.

In the United States, many people stay up until mid-
niéht‘ on New Year’s Eve to watch the clock pass from one
year ‘0 the next. Friends often gather together at a party on
New Year’s Eve, and when the new year comes, all ring
bells, toot horns, blow whistles, sing and kiss each other.
A fzvorite Scottish song which everyone sings together is
“Auld Lang Syne”. The words tell of old friends and good
times. Black-eyed peas, which are eaten immediately after
midnigzht, are a favorite food. -They are supposed to bring
good luck to the person who eats them as his or her first

food in the new year.

Not:s ,
D Tet: (WEFFE
@ religious ritual ; S2# (L
@ fireworks. ¥, B4
@ pottery: M58
W) stay up: ﬁ&yﬂ@
®) toot horn, 4
11. celebrate New Year most often.

A) Americans B) Europeans

C) Jewish - D) Hindus
12. The Europeans celcbrated their New Year before Julius
Caesar on

o« 7.



13.

14.

15.

A) March the first B) January the first

C) when spring begins D) Tet

Which of the following is in common in celebrating the
New Year among all the cultures mentioned?

A) They celebrate their New Year once a year.

B) They celebrate their New Year on the same date.
C) They make noise in celebrating their New Year.

D) They sing a lot of songs.

Black-eyed peas are eaten in to bring goodu. v
luck to the eaters.

A) the United States B) Denmark
C) all European countries D) Scotland
The reading is mainly about

A) the ways people celebrate New Year
B) making noise to celebrate New Year
C) eating habit in celebrating New Year

D) the songs in use of celebrating New Year

Passage D

As she walked round the huge department store, Edith

reflected how difficult it was to choose a suitable Christmas

present for her father. She wished that he was as easy to

please as her mother, who was always delighted with per-
fume.

Besides, shopping at this time of the year was a most
> 8 -



disagreeable experience: people trod on your taes, poke you
with their elbows and almost knocked you over in their
haste to get to a bargain ahead of you.

Partly to have a rest, Edith paused in front of a counter
where some attractive ties were on display. “They are real
silk,” the assistant assured her, trying to tempt her.
“Worth double the price. ” But Edith knew from past experi-
ence that her choice of ties hardly ever pleased her father.

She moved on reluctantly and then quite by chance,

DR
stopped where a small crowd of men had gathered round a
counter. She found some goed quality pipes on sale — and
the prices were very reasonable. Edith did not hesitate for
long: although her father only smoked a pipe occasionally,
she knew that this was a present which was bound to please
him.

When she got home, with her small but well-chosen
present concealed in her handbag, her parents were already
at table having supper. Her mother was in an especially
cheerful mood. “Your father has at last decided to stop

smoking. ” she informed her daughter.

Notes:
@ trod: (tread Bt £R)R, B
@ poke: B &

@ tempt; gl% vﬁﬁ&

@ to be bound to do sth; EHMEERT; —F@ERODEES
® conceal: BHE
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Edith’s father _

A) did not like presents

B) never got presents

C) preferred perfume

D) was difficult to choose a present for

The assistant spoke to Edith because she seemed

A) attractive V B) tired
C) interested in ties D) in need of comfort

Edith decided to buy a pipe instead of a tie because

A) she rarely bought the right tie for her father
B) her father preferred a pipe to a tie
C) the pipe was cheaper

D) she disliked buying ties

Edith

A) put her present on the table

B) kept her present out of sight

C) opened her handbag

D) revealed her present

Edith’s present was

A) very suitable for her father

B) not good enough for her father

C) of no use to her father

D) too good for her father
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