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FOREWORD

~ The discovery of large quantities of Chinese pottery and
porcelain not only in Southeast Asia but also around the
shores of the Indian Ocean bears witness to the extent of
China’s maritime trade since the T'ang Dynasty. The presence
of Chinese ceramics in an archaeological site, moreover,
often provides :he only positive means of dating it, indeed
one prominent archaeologist, Sir Mortimer Wheeler, went
50 far as to say that, so far as the Middle Ages are con-
cerned, «the history of East Africa is written in Chinese
porcelain.”’

The importance of this export trade is now becoming
much more widely recognised. At the same time, collectors
and museum curators no longer despise these rougher wares,
but are coming to appeciate their sturdy strength, their
freshes and vigour, which persisted in the products of the
kilns of South China during periods when the finer imperial
and domestic wares of Ching-te-chen were in a state of
decay,

Mr. Han Wai Toon was one of the fixst in Singapore
10 realise the historical importance of these export wares
and to study them. An amateur with scholarly learnings,
Mr. Han’s own collection, which he so readily displays for
his friends and visitors under the trees of his famous ram-
butan grove, is witness to his taste and enthusiasm. He has
also read widely in the Chinese sources.

It is a great pleasure to me to write these few words
in appreciation of this book, the first of what he intends

to be a series of studies on the problems fo the wares
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exported to the Nan-hai. It will surely be read with great
interest by the growing number of scholars and collectors
interested in this fascinating branch of the history of Chi-

nese ceramics.
Michael Sullivan

Art Museum,
University of Malaya in Singapore.
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