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Preface

This book describes the work of RILEM Technical Committee-119 TCE on the "Avoid-
ance of Thermal Cracking in Concrete at Early Ages which was performed between 1989 and
1997. It also includes important results presented at the International Symposium on Ther-
mal Cracking in Concrete at Early Ages between October 10th and 12th, 1994 in Munich.

The avoidance of cracking of young concrete is one of the main problems of concrete
technology. The aim of the work of the members of the RILEM TC 119 and many civil engi-
neers and scientists all over the world was to replace earlier methods, based purely on field
experience, by modern concepts for the prediction of stresses in concrete at early ages and
the factors influencing them.

The book should be a basis for further research. Furthermore-and this is even more im-
portant-it should serve as a basis for the avoidance of thermal cracking by the engineers who
have to design and construct mass or medium sized concrete structures and by those who
have to select the concrete materials and design the concrete mix.

As Chairman of RILEM TC 119, I would like to thank the authors of the sections of this
book and all others who have contributed to this work, They passed on their experience gen-
erously. Mr. J. -L. Bostvironnois assisted me in most of this editorial work. I would like to

take this opportunity to thank him.

Rupert Springenschmid
Munich, March 1998
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