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Author’s Preface 1 New Knowledge and
its Methods

—With Chinese Characteristics

Recently Prof. Jianjiang Wang has made an unprecedented attempt to erect
humanities, ( aesthetics included) and social sciences with the aid of Chinese
characteristics. Two basic notions ( characteristics) that he employs in this en-
deavor are “zhuyi” and “Bie-modern.”

Why is his work important for China as well as for the international intellec-
tual community? Well, because he has started to ponder upon issues that,
while originating either in China or in the West, they overcome the usual borde-
rline between the two cultures. As such they often reveal themselves as pivotal
for the future of humanities and social sciences on both sides of the cultural di-
vide. Today China has joined the United States as the key culture and economy
in the world. Neither India nor Russia possess the cultural capital that is needed
to bridge the gap between the East and the West; while United States have al-
ready in the sixties and seventies of the previous century appropriated and taken
over global mass culture, then Russia has rather than conquer cultural contem-
poraneity perpetuated bourgeois classical culture of the decades before and after
the Great War. Similarly to countries such as France, Spain, United States or
Brazil, China too has today or recently discovered the pleasures of globaliza-

tion, with the Chinese remaining to a large extent a shy nation that hides that
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what another nation would be proud of. (In this respect, China resembles—
but for different reasons—Germany. . . )

Why has this happened? —Because, obviously, the Chinese nation has
been surprised over the course of such events and of the instantaneous overco-
ming of what were previously considered to be distant and unfamiliar countries ,
where people not only didn’t speak Chinese but did not even recognize which
language it was.

Prof. Wang has articulated a novel and specific viewpoint, and has in this
way discovered something new; there, where many others, from the West or
the East, have seen nothing but an infinite desert of sameness: either East or
West, but both looking alike. I wish to claim that Prof. Wang’s choice of the no-
tion of Zhuyi is such a productive and far-reaching notion. Not perhaps so much
due to its actual empirical value, or due to his original and far reaching inter-
pretation of this notion, as by resembling what he sees as a Western key
term. Instead he employs it as a concept or a tool allowing an integral (or per-
haps even dialectical ) connection between the East ( Zhuyi) and the West
( —ism) .

The similarity between the two notions became possible for something new
is usually discovered when we look at known things with fresh (or distant or un-
accustomed ) eyes. Thus Prof. Wang suggests that Zhuyi be employed and further
conceptualized within the contemporary society and knowledge. But it soon turns
out that there is no perfect similarity between Zhuyi and Western “isms” . At
the same time it is true that an “ism” may designate a theory or cultural phe-
nomenon that arises out of specific broad circumstances. Those circumstances
engender similar specific circumstances, all of them forming an uninterrupted
surface of the symbolic. It will take decades for a certain notion to be translated
and linguistically assimilated by the students emerging from another culture
formed by the masses who all could be characterized by the way in which—ex-
pressed in psychoanalytical terms— *“they organize their enjoyment. ”

What about Bie-modern? I do not hold it in equally high esteem as

Zhuyi. My main criticism would be that the notion is—as yet—still in a develo-
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ping stage. It may attain something resembling Zhuyi, but it may need to be

deepened and refined. it’s ontologized culture need to be understood gradually.

With Zhuyi Prof. Wang has touched upon a very important issue related to
the present influence and connection between the humanities from East and
West. Most of what follows in this publication deals precisely with this topic. 1
therefore warmly support future development of Prof. Wang special theory and
wish him further development of its key notions. As is shown in the articles pub-
lished in this volume, the notions under consideration carry big potential and it
is only to be hoped that this latter will soon be developed further. It is only in
this way that we may hope for a swift conceptual bridge-building between the two

sides of the coin—one that we usually call Earth.

Aleg Erjavec
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Author’s Preface 2 Bie-modern is not only
Social Form Theory but also Philosophical
Methodology

The Bie-modern theory, which I proposed in 2014, has aroused a heated
discussion among the famous and well known scholars at home and abroad,
which also promoted the construction of Bie-modern theory effectively. All of
these articles, which I included in this volume, written by Ale¥ Erjavec, Keaton
Wynn, Ernest Zenko, Rok Bené¢in, Guo Yaxiong and me, are published in
three respective international conferences. Different cultural backgrounds and
thinking ways enlightened the brilliant sparkles of ideas.

The reason why Bie-modern theory has aroused interests of foreign scholars
is that, firstly, they based on the Chinese social formation and came from the
reality of China rather than from the theories of West. That can make it easier
for European and American scholars to see the reality through the abstract theo-
ry. Secondly, the theory of Bie-modern is not only a description of social forms,
but also a point of penetration in studying China’s problems. Although it is not
large, it can help us move deeper into research rather than viewing it. With the
rise of China, Western world needs to accurately understand the reality of China
and grasp its pulse, so as to communicate with it more smoothly on the aspect of
culture. The establishment of China’s theory, the formation of a market of ideas
in the background of globalization, and the discussion with European and Amer-

ican scholars and others, are certainly the mission of current Chinese humanist



2 & Author’s Preface 2 Bie-modern is not --- Methodology

scholars.

Bie-modern theory is not only a summary of reality, but also an ontology
and methodology. Because of Bie which means, distinct, or doubtful, there is a
dichotomy between subject and object, and a difference between existence and
consciousness, with the separation of spirit and material. Because of Bie, there
is unity between human beings and nature. The so-called Tao gave birth to the
One; the One gave birth successively to two things, three things, up to ten
thousand, which certainly take Bie as its initial guidance. Any existence is
based on the identity and difference. The emphasis on difference and individual-
ity is essentially safeguarding the subjectivity. Thus “Bie” has been shifted
from philosophical ontology and epistemology to philosophical axiology, and
formed its principle or advocacy, and got the power to know and transform the
world. “Bie” | as a philosophical method, manifested itself as a thinking way of
seeking difference, which led to an omnipresence of individuality and a surging
creation.

“Bie”, as a philosophical notion, not only acts as an active value orienta-
tion, but also as a natural difference following natural law, that is a kind of
modernization of Chinese traditional philosophy. The difference, which follows
the natural law, without being concealed or publicized, is the reappearance of
nature. But its personality and style which are revealed naturally, give us a bril-
liant open world with spiritual realm.

Mr. Ales Erjavec, the famous aesthetician, wrote three articles to discuss
with me. He highly appraised this notion of zhuyi, and expected the contempo-
rary Chinese philosophy to be one side of the philosophical quadrangle. Howev-
er, he remains unsure whether contemporary Chinese philosophy could be one
side of the quadrangle in the near future. This uncertainty, which comes from
the experience of philosophers in the former Eastern-European countries, re-
minds Chinese scholars to construct the one side of this sacred quadrangle more
conscientiously and carefully.

2017 is an important year in the development of Bie-modern theory. During

this year, Georgia Southwestern State University in USA took the lead in setting
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up a center for Chinese Bie-modern Studies (CCBMS) in the world, and held
“Art: Pre-modern, Modern, and Postmodern, Bie-modern International Confer-
ence” . The European academic journals and websites opened a column with
the name of “Chinese zhuyi and Western Ism” to discuss the Bie-modern theo-
ry. In this year also, the publication of my theoretical work Bie-modern: Space
Encounters and Times Spans in China, made the Bie-modern theory face the
public in a comprehensive and systematic way for the first time.

There are also many Chinese and American scholars who discussed with me
about the Bie-modern theory , especially some American scholars and art histo-
rians, wrote articles about this theory after the American Bie-modern Interna-
tional Conference in October 2017. However, for the limitation of space in this
book, I can only include articles written by six European, American and Chi-
nese scholars, who have discussed with me about Bie-modern theory before Oc-
tober. Therefore, this book will focus on academic dialogue on the three inter-
national conferences, and other more discussions may be published in subse-

quent volumes.

Wang Jianjiang
2017, Winter.
Shanghai
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