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History &

Section A Braveheart
Section B The Patriot
Section C Pearl Harbor

[ Preface ]

We live in an age of information and mass media. Serving as a blessing, film is
one of the greatest tools that we have at our disposal, which is an especially powerful
medium in providing visual representations of abstract and distant historical concepts.

This unit highlights three historical concepts predominantly: Braveheart introduces
us a heroic figure during the Wars of Scottish Independence between England and
Scotland in the 13th and 14th centuries; The Patriot focuses on the story happening on

the eve of American Independence War in the 1770s; as the movie name indicates,
Pearl Harbor is a film of epic and romance focusing on the attack on Pearl Harbor in
World War [I.

 Unit Goals |

To have a basic knowledge about British history;
To have a deep understanding of the causes of the American War of Independence;
To be able to appraise the historical impact of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
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Every man dies. Not every man really lives.
—William Wallace

—
-

g | . Warm-up Questions

1. How did England get its name?
2. When did the present United Kingdom come into being?
3. Do you know anything about William Wallace?

-

E |l . Basics about the Movie

Genre: epic, history, war
Director: Mel Gibson
Starring: Mel Gibson
Sophie Marceau
Patrick McGoohan
Release Year: 1995
Running Time: 178 minutes

Country: the United States

-
—

% lll. Synopsis

Mel Gibson’s Braveheart is a full-throated, red-blooded battle epic about William
Wallace, the legendary Scottish warrior who led his nation into battle aganst the English in

the years around 1300s.
The movie begins from the year 1280 when the king of Britain, King Edward
“Longshanks” , invades and conquers Scotland following the death of Alexander [l of




Scotland, who leaves no heir to the throne. Young
William Wallace is a commoner and is taken abroad
for education after the death of his father and brother.

Years later, the England king grants his noblemen
land and privileges in Scotland, which arouses the local
people’s resistance, especially Prima Nocte. At the same time, the grown Wallace returns
home and falls in love with his childhood friend Murron and they marry secretly. His
newly-wedded wife is finally captured and publicly executed after her second attempt at
defying the King’s order. The furious Wallace leads his clan to slaughter the English
garrison in his hometown.

Wallace rebels against England, and as his legend spreads, hundreds of Scots from the
surrounding clans join him. Longshanks sends his son Prince Edward to stop Wallace by
any every possible means. Wallace has a great victory at the Battle of Stirling Bridge and
then destroys the city of York and kills the king’s nephew. Robert the Bruce, the son of
nobleman Robert the Elder and a contender for the Scottish crown, offers a false coalition
with Wallace and his intention is detected by Wallace. Longshanks sends his son’s wife
Isabella of France on a negotiation mission and at the same time prepares for an abrupt
attack.

Isabella is entranced by Wallace and warns him of the incoming invasion. Wallace
appeals to the Scottish nobility to take up their arms and fight for their lost land.
Longshanks confronts Wallace in the battle and wins the upper hand due to the betrayal of
two Scottish traitors. Robert the Bruce stops Wallace from pursuing Langshanks and brings
him to a safety place. Later, Wallace continues his guerrilla war against England for seven

years, during which Wallace develops a romance with Isabella.

Wallace is set up and captured when he has a
meeting with Robert. When Robert learns that his
father, together with other nobles has handed over
Wallace to the English, he breaks with his father.
. Isabella can also do nothing to save Wallace;
. | however, she confides to the dying Longshanks that
she 1s pregnant with Wallace’s child.

Wallace is tried in public in London. He refuses to submit to the King or beg for
mercy and is mercilessly beheaded. Later, Robert leads the army to continue their battle
against England and they eventually win freedom for Scots.

L -
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g [V. Culture Links

B 1. A Brief History of the United Kingdom

The earliest Britain inhabitants are said to be Mediterranean people who, during the
prehistoric period, migrated through the English Channel and settled down. At about 2500
BC, Beaker folk came and they left Britain a mysterious scenic spot—Stonehenge.
Subsequently, Britain was invaded by the Celts, the Romans, the Anglo-Saxons, the
Vikings and the Normans and later was transformed from an absolute monarchy to a
constitutional monarchy.

It is believed that between 1500 and 500 BC Celtic tribes migrated from Central Europe
and France to Britain and settled down with the indigenous inhabitants. The Romans tried
to invade Britain in 55 BC under Julius Caesar, but weren’t successful until 43 AD, during
the reign of Emperor Claudius [ ( 52954k —{tt). The Roman rule of Britain ended in 410
AD.

After the Romans left, three Germanic tribes—the Anglos, the Saxons, and the Jutes
ruled Britain. They enslaved, killed or drove the Celts to the mountains. They established
7 kingdoms, ruling over all England from about 500 to 850 AD, which were later known as
the Anglo-Saxon heptarchy (-t [ ). The country got its name England, “the land of the
Anglos”.

At the end of the 8th century, the seven kingdoms got united under Alfred the Great
(Pl /R 3 5 % K7 ) in resisting the attacks from the Vikings. Wars continued and powers
shifted during the next 130 years.

The Normans conquered Britain in 1066 when Duke William of Normandy challenged
the successor of Edward the Confessor, Harold, and killed him at the battle of Hastings.
The Norman Conquest is the last invasion of Britain from the alien nations.

After the Normans, Britain witnessed the rule of the House of Anjou ( % %ji F #,
1154—1485) , also known as the House of Plantagenet( 46 £+ 1 ,1154—1399) , during
which period the Magna Carta ({ K% %)) was signed under the rule of King John in
1215. The Magna Carta granted the townspeople freedom of trade and self-government and
compelled the king to rule by law. Therefore, it is regarded as the foundation of the British
constitutionalism.

The Hundred Years” War(1337—1453) between England and France and the Wars of
the Roses( 1455—1485) between two noble families broke out during the 14th century and

i
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the 15th centuries. After the House of York( #7Z F#f) and the House of Lancaster( 2%
Wr¥F %) , England began its rule of the Tudors ( %4 £ % ,1485—1603 ) .

Britain began the Reformation during the reign of the second monarch of the House of
Tudor, Henry Vll. He declared a break with the Roman Catholic Church and announced
himself to be the Supreme Head of the Church of England (also called the Anglican Church).

The reign of the Stuarts ( 3 [ JF. 4% F 5 ,1603—1649 ,1660—1714 ) was interrupted as
a result of the Civil Wars. Britain was a republic without a king or queen during the

interval and the monarchy was restored with the Glorious Revolution. In 1689, The Bill of
Rights ({#{F|i%:%8) ) was passed and the power of the monarch was limited.

Britain experienced the first Industrial Revolution from 1760 to 1840 during the House
of Hanover ( i i# & F %, 1714—1901 ). As a result of it, Britain became the most
advanced industrial country in the world. Under the reign of Queen Victoria, Britain’s
prosperity reached its climax and its colonies were worldwide.

The Windsors ( i ¥ F ], 1917—) L began to reign at the beginning of the 20th
century and witnessed the decline in influence after World War | and World War [[. In
the 20th century, the United States took the place of the United Kingdom as the strongest

and richest country in the world. ?
B 2. England and Scotland

The full name of Britain is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
or the UK for short. England and Scotland are two components of the UK, and the other
two are Wales and Northern Ireland, but in history Scotland was once an independent
country.

A tribe of the Celts called Scots came to the northern part of Britain and established a
country called Scotland. In 843 AD, the Kingdom of Scotland came into being and it
remained an independent sovereign state for hundreds of years. Wars broke out frequently
between the Kingdom of England and the Kingdom of Scotland in the 13th and 14th
centuries. During the Wars of Scottish Independence ( 1296—1328 ), William Wallace
emerged as the principal leader of the resistance to English rule and became a Scottish hero.
In 1603, the two countries shared the same ruler but still remained interdependent. It was

not until 1707 that the Kingdom of Scotland agreed to enter into a political union with the

O RS ST R B R BHRRE S 8, I R TG BE A TR E (K, 1917 SEECHELA .
2 All the dynasties and the monarchs in Britain since 1066 are listed in the end of the book. Please refer to Appendix
for further references.
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Kingdom of England to create a new Kingdom of Great Britain.

On Sept. 18, 2014, the Scotland held a
national referendum to decide whether to break the
307-year union and go it alone as an independent
nation or to stick with the United Kingdom. The
poll revealed that 55% of Scottish people chose to
stay with the UK; the referendum ended with
Scotland still being a member of the UK.

i V. Exercises

~ Multiple Choices; Choose the besr answer from the four choices given,
1. Braveheart is an epic war film directed and starred by a world-famous
Mel Gibson.
A. Briton B. Scot C. Australian D. American
2. What is the direct reason for William Wallace’s rebel against England?
A. The death of his father and brother. B. The education he received.
C. The cruelty of the English king. D. The death of his wife.
3. Which of the following sentences is not taken from Braveheart?
A. Use your brain before the sword.
B. Fear can hold you prisoner; hope can set you free.
C. Every man dies. Not every man really lives.
D. Your heart is free. Have the courage to follow it.
g 4. Which of the following words cannot be used to describe Robert the Bruce?
1‘ A. Ambitious. B. Treacherous. C. Well-to-do. D. Helpful.
1 f,} 5. Which of the following never invaded England?
‘:{) A. The Vikings. B. The Germany.
C. The Romans. D. The Anglo-Saxons.
{{ 6. Which of the following statements about Scotland is NOT true?
W A. Of all the four districts in the UK, Scotland is the second largest in terms of
land, only second to England.
oy B. Scotland is famous for its kilts, bagpipes and brandy.

2

Scotland has been a sovereign country since 1714.

D. Scotland lost its chance of being an independent country in 2014 referendum.

§ B3
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7. The House of Anjou was also called in history.
A. the House of York B. the House of Lancaster
C. the House of Hanover D. the House of Plantagenet
8. is regarded as the foundation of the British constitutionalism.
A. The Magna Carta B. The Norman Conquest
C. The Bill of Rights D. The Reformation

Blank-filling. Fill in the blanks with the missing information.
1. Braveheart is an epic directed by , who also stars the protagonist, a
warrior and hero.

2. In the movie Braveheart refers to , who rises up and leads his country

men to fight against and finally sacrifices his own life.
3. England was invaded by many foreign invaders in history, such as ;
, and
4. The rights of the king was first limited by under the reign of ;
and it was further restrained by after the Glorious Revolution.
5. Scotland used to be an independent country during the year to . In

recent years, the Scottish government and the United Kingdom government reached an

agreement and more than 4, 300, 000 voters participated in the referendum in

Translate & Appreciate; Translaie the classic lines from the movie into Chinese and
share your \‘(Hulr n"\.‘(r!IlJr‘/f’L-.

1. Your heart is free. Have the courage to follow it.

2. Men don't follow titles. They follow courage.

3. Freedom is the best, I tell thee true, of all things to be won. Then never live \

within the bond of slavery, my son. 'q

=
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4. Fight, and you may die. Run, and you’ll live at least a while. And dying in your
beds many years from now. Would you be willing to trade? All the days from this
day to that, for one chance, just one chance, to come back here and tell our
enemies that they may take our lives, but they’ll never take our Freedom!

Freedom—

~ Voice Y inion: Read the following reviews about Braveheart and voice veou
Voice Your Opinion: R 1 [ i / /

opinions on this movie after you finish watching ii

" )

Braveheart received much criticism from certain History Buffs upon its release. They
said that the filmmakers portrayed Scotsman William Wallace as a brave, heroic, good
man. History Buffs, however, said that he was just as vicious as the English and spared no
one. Well, thank you for that, Mr. History Teacher(s). If I wanted to learn about history
I wouldn’t be going to see a movie starring Mel Gibson, with the tagline “Every man dies.

y

Not every man really lives,” would 1?7 I enjoyed every inch of Braveheart, and if I wanted a
history lesson, I'd go to see Gods and Generals, which turned out to be a horrible film—
which just goes to show that historical accuracy can sometimes break a film and not make it.

Gibson plays William Wallace, a Scot who decides to revolt against the England after
his wife was killed by a pack of the thieving scoundrels! The film is LOOSELY based on his
life—since no one really knows much about Wallace other than what he did; free Scotland
from the English for a while ( when I say “for a while”, it is because their “free-e-e-
edom!” only lasted for a while... ), so much of the story is made up. But as [ said, I'm
not looking for a history lesson when I go to see a movie like this.

This is a first director outing for Gibson, who not only gives us one of his best—if not
the best—performance of his career, other than those great Lethal Weapon movies! He
handles the direction very well for an actor-turned-director. He doesn’t try anything
memorable—no fancy camera sweeps to make us motion sick—but he directs the film like
the old epics, one of many great things about the film.

The cinematography is excellent. I can’t think of another film that is quite so beautiful
to behold. It is truly wonderful to watch the surroundings fly by the screen, purely

unadulterated.
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As for Gibson’s Scottish accent... well... he speaks surprisingly well with a Scottish
accent, and doesn’t sound like an American-Australian phony ( Isn’t he an Aussie?).
There is a great supporting cast in this film, as well, with a man in a rubber nose that you
might not be able to place at first glance...

James Horner's magnificent score is truly marvelous to behold. He mixes Scottish
bagpipes and emotion into a little bundle, which makes you feel emotional. It plays during
the film at just the right moments and makes it easier to feel elated or depressed.

All in all, I think that Braveheart stands as one of the best films | have ever seen. It
is an epic in all sense of the word; I don’t care how historically incorrect it is. If I wanted
a history lesson, I wouldn’t be going to see a film like this.

Key points

(2

Braveheart is quite simply, one of the best and most successful movies ever created
and a huge part of that success comes from the efforts extended by Mel Gibson, as he wore
three different hats for this masterpiece, those being producer, director and star. The one
oddity about this movie for me was that I pretty much wore out my VHS copy of it and had,
a couple years ago, purchased the DVD but only just recently took the opportunity to watch
it again and no matter how many times you watch this movie, it is still a stunning,
compelling and extraordinarily intriguing film that draws you into the life of William
Wallace despite already knowing how it's going to end.

The one thing that drives this movie is the spirit that Mel Gibson puts into his
character of William Wallace and it is no surprise that Braveheart won five Academy
Awards, including Best Picture of 1995 and Best Director for Mel Gibson. The only true
surprise is that he wasn’t among the top five nominated for or won the Best Actor award.

High praise also goes to the long list of supporting actors and actresses that starred in
this superb film! The most notable was the performance by Sophie Marceau, one of the
most beautiful women on the planet. Patrick McGoohan was absolutely incredible in the
role of the villain Longshanks, King Edward I, delivering a memorable performance.

One of the most notable performances in this film, among the many, was the work done

A
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by James Horner who was responsible for the score. As is normally the case when his name
appears in the credits, everything about the score, from the first reel to the last, is incredibly
well blended into the movie and serves extremely well in enhancing the experience of the movie.

The Premise :

As the old saying goes, is it Hollywood or History? The truth is, of course it’s a bit of
history, put together Hollywood style to make one of the best films ever presented to the
audience. The truth behind it is that we'll never know as recorded history from this era is
circumspect as best. Where a huge portion of the credit for this film lays is in the hands of
Randall Wallace, a descendant of William Wallace’s.

As this historic film opens, we see a young William Wallace in Scotland as he’s
learning the harsh lessons of life in his era. After his family is killed in battle he’s fortunate
enough to have his Uncle Argyle ( played brilliantly by Brian Cox) take him under his
wing! Several years later he returns home to find that his countrymen are still suffering
under the yoke of English oppression but he didn’t come home for that. He came home for
Murron MacClannough ( Catherine McCormack ), seeking her hand in marriage.
Unfortunate events unfold from there and William loses the love of his life and goes on a
rampage not only to avenge his love but to free his country...

What follows from there is not only one of the best films of the nineties but one of the
best films of all times. I highly recommend Braveheart to any and all who are interested in
seeing what true movie making is about |

Key points:

Think about the following questions “How do you like the movie Braveheart?” “ What
is the acceptable treatment of history in movies?” before putting down your own reviews of
the movie.

Your opinion ;

10




