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Looking China is a cultural program sponsored by Huilin Founda-
tion and hosted by AICCC. It has been successfully run for seven
rounds since 2011. The program aims to showcase the contrasting sim-
plicity and glamour, the antiquity and fashion of China through the
unique perspectives of young international filmmakers. They would
make a 10-minute short documentaries of Chinese culture with the
one-on-one help from a Chinese volunteer as a way to enhance the in-
ternational influence and attractiveness of Chinese culture and to
strengthen the cross-cultural communication, exchange and cooperation

among the younger generations in China and abroad.
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A bright future of the world depends on the young generation.
To create better opportunities and growing environment for them is the
university’s important responsibility. As the Chinese saying goes, “for a
young man to develop well, tens of thousands of books are to be read and
tens of thousands of miles are to be traveled”. In other words, the purpose
of education for the young students cannot be achieved simply by study-
ing in the library or classroom, they should travel throughout their coun-
tries and the world to broaden their horizons. The other saying is “seeing is
believing”, which means the young generation needs to observe and ex-
plore the world with their own eyes.

Already held for 7 consecutive years since 2011 to 2017 and gaining
wide attention worldwide nowadays, “Looking China Youth Film Project”
is precisely such kind of program that highlights “traveling” and “seeing”.
Within an approximately 17 days schedule, participants from all over the
world get to observe Chinese cities and the lives and families of the people
from their own perspectives and mindsets, learning about certain aspects
of China from the Chinese individuals and families. While it may not be a
long time, I believe many of the young people will gain precious memories

that would last a lifetime. More importantly, during the 17 days, the young
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foreign and Chinese participants get to know each other, becoming
friends, and eventually growing a bond in friendship which may very well
last for a lifetime. For the foreign students who come from different coun-
tries or from different schools of certain country, this is a platform to get to
know each other and get connected, which will facilitate better under-
standing of themselves, others, their own country and other countries,
which is equally important.

“Impressions of Reform and Opening Up: Looking China Youth
Film Project” is part of the Looking China program series. 40 years after
China’s economic reform now, China has undergone enormous changes
in terms of economy, culture, society, ecology, and so on. Looking China
has just picked 63 documentaries from our collection that best reflect such
changes in tributes to the 40 anniversary of the reform from a cultural
standpoint and through young foreigners’ perspectives. These works
showcase the excellent achievements of the young foreign filmmakers
from their cultural exchange experience in China and reflect the increasing
popularity and influence of Looking China. By virtue of this program and
these films, we hope to invite these young people to get to experience and
share China’s developments, help to promote the cultural exchanges and
people-to-people bonds between China and other countries, and to ex-
plore the possibilities of how to jointly build a new cultural order for the
world.

As the initiator and sponsor of “Looking China Youth Film Project”,
Beijing Normal University has always been committed to the extensive
communication of Chinese and foreign cultures and international cooper-
ation in related areas, receiving on an annual basis over 4,000 foreign stu-
dents from over 100 countries and sending over 3,000 faculty members and
students abroad for exchange and study programs. The school has always
laid stress on and actively taken partin the country’s economic and cultur-
aldevelopment. In recent years, led by Director Huang Huilin, the Acade-
my for International Communication of Chinese Culture of Beijing Normal
University haslaunched a variety of cultural exchange projects and events,
including “Looking China Youth Film Project”, which have served a force-
ful role in promoting communication, exchange and cooperation in the ed-

ucation and culture sectors among many countries and related regions.

Taking this opportunity, I'd like to thank Professor Huang Huilin,
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founder of the Looking China Project, and her team, who have done great
work with their creativity and efforts. May the program continue its role in
promoting the mutual understanding between college students from
China and all over the world and further promoting the friendships be-
tween all countries and peoples in the world. I'd like to extend my sincere
wishes for even greater success of the program. I hope that the young par-
ticipants will share with their families and friends what they have seen and
experienced in China, introducing Chinese culture and sharing their mar-
velous documentaries when they have returned home. Welcome back to

China and Beijing Normal University any time!
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From 1978 to 2018, tremendous changes have taken place in the 40
years of China’s “Reform and Opening Up”. The hardworking Chinese
people, led by the Communist Party of China, united and continuing to
strive with their diligence, bravery, and wisdom, have set foot on a success-
ful path of Socialism with Chinese characteristics and built a legend of ad-
vancement for the modern China. Now we would like to share the stories
of China’s development with more people in a preferable way and pro-

vide an opportunity for the reader to see the great achievements of China.

*Looking China Youth Film Project” has successfully run 7 rounds
since 2011. A total of 405 young foreigners from 49 countries have been
invited to the program, who went to 20 provinces of China and made
404 Looking China short documentaries. In 2018, featuring the theme,
“Ecology, Biology, Lifeology”, 100 new documentaries are expected to
come out through April to July from 12 Chinese provinces.

Looking China invites young foreign filmmakers to make 10-min
documentaries from their own perspective with the assistance of their

Chinese partners. The program attaches great importance to the young
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foreign participant’s personal experience about Chinese culture, and
urges them to observe and experience the life in China with their cam-
eras, and to discover and tell Chinese stories from their own stand-
points. From the young foreigners’ arrival to the moment of farewell,
from strangers to friends, from misunderstandings to understandings,
from cooperation to success, there’s always a lot more to share and re-
member behind the stories of the short films. Even after the program,
the friendships between the young foreign and Chinese participants, the
faculties and students, the schools connected by the program still con-
tinue to grow. Looking China has become an iconic program for young
people around the world to experience and promote Chinese culture,
which, overcoming the barriers between different countries and peoples
in good faith of cultural respect and interpersonal communication, aims
to build a bridge of friendship full of vigor and hope between young for-
eign and Chinese people.

The current global economy is slowing down, hence the growth of
the ideological trend of “de-globalization”, and we are facing more
problems in common than ever. In the spirit of openness and reciproci-
ty, mutual learning and benefiting, countries should carry out more cul-
tural exchange, gain more public support, and seek more international
cooperation, in order to share advantages and achieve joint develop-
ment.

Cultural communication between different countries calls for feasi-
ble, mutually acceptable and efficient approaches. As for how to trans-
late the good will of communication into practical operation schemes,
theories and policies into practices in real life, and how to enter into the
life of a living individual from the macro-cultural phenomenon of a peo-
ple, Looking China has had some useful experience to share, and will
not stop exploring further together with our young foreign friends in
the future.

The various wonders that China has achieved in the four decades
since “Reform and Opening Up” are not only something the Chinese
people themselves take pride in, but have also lent experience to the
whole world when it comes to peace and development, and have
caught the curiosity and attention of people all over the world, includ-

ing the young people’s.
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Since 2014, in order to better introduce Looking China to young for-
eigners, we launched Looking China book series. As part of the series,
“Impressions of Reform and Opening Up: Looking China Youth Film
Project” consists of a selection of 63 Looking China documentaries that
best reflect the enormous changes of China in terms of economy, cul-
ture, society, ecology, and so on in the 40 years of “Reform and Opening
Up”. The main contents of the book include: overview of the short films
posters synopsis of each film, and the keyword of each participant. The
book covers the stories of Looking China in the past years with rich im-
ages and words, reflecting the joint efforts by Looking China and the
young foreign participants in our cultural communication undertakings,
and sharing and exploring the valuable experience and efficient models
regarding the reach and influence of contemporary Chinese culture.

The world belongs to the youth. May Looking China continue to

promote the communications among youths from different countries.



H >k CONTENTS

N 2855 oo 001
1. {47+ &%) Dalian Structures (2014) - wvooiveee 003
2. <<rlf_f1>>Tasting(2014) ssvmesvenmrssnises 005
B ((ﬁﬁ%ii’?‘ﬁ?"’ﬁIHatemisCity(EOlS) e R T O )4
4. (ZUHIIE) Very Good Paint (2016) v v erereee 009
5. (FEAZERIHEF_)Fields of Hope(2016) v wevreveeme 011
6. <ﬁ£‘9¢]§[$>>Di5—c0nnected[2017] R | &
7. CTCAML AZEpIEE Y HHEE) The Rocket of UVA—The 4th Human Eye(2017)
STRUCTURES e
e 8. {f&H + Bt )Rewind+Forward(2017) -woeer 017
(RISLIEE L)L) Tunnel 2(2017) -rovervvvreen 019
10.  {{¥. k3£ )The Soul of the Living Sparkle(2017) -+ wveevns 021
11. KK FHIE ) Connection(2017) --vevveveeenes 023
12. (FEFFIEL L) The End of the Tunnel(2017) «-reoevovis 025
13. (ZEFAE )Rush Cycle(2017) wwvvvvcens 027
14. {KET.JF)Animus Artificis(2017) o eveereeeve 029
15. {T.[F£)The Worker(2017) ---«svvvieener 031
532 o 33
1. (%2 U )Pleasant Hobby(2013) wwvvecverens 035
2. (T TdLRD)Biking Beijing(2014) -rrooreei 037
3. (G5#E - B ) Choosing Beifing(2014)  —-vvovvveees 039
4. (I 1FF )Beijing Memory(2014) «-weeeveevereee 041
5. (KRR ) Tianjin Driver(2014) oo oeeevve 043
6. {TAEFEFIE)Working in Dalian(2014) ----wveorevrve 045
7. (FEF-- PLooking for...(2015) - weeecvecene 047
8. (IREAIZE)New Home(2015) «ovovvevvns 049
9. (?ﬁﬁ»YuanYuan{Z{llﬁl T LCTTIRTEEENI | .3 |
10. {FKE—1ZF )1 Have a Dream(2015) -+-wrrvrereee 053
11. (ﬂ[ﬁ]ﬁﬂﬂ@ﬂ%'ﬂ[l?)ﬁheMoonFairyﬂfYangshuo(ZUIﬁ) wesesenias (055
12. (#7FE5 )Yang Yanxuan(2016) «--wevvvs 057
13. (F1% - 55°) Old Habits Die Hard(2016) «----weeoeoe 059

001



EI]’%{-’:I‘E senwsiasmseeminis  0G]

o R
i
H
& S

1.  {ZE)The Blossoming(2014) oo 063 R
2. CSUP{E) Mr. Ma(2015)  evveees 065

3. (ATHLEINEE YWhere Life Is (2015)  woovovevveos 067

4. ({3 L JLHE 499 ) The Heroes of 499 (2015) v 069

5.  {F1 % E £ )Beautiful Village(2016) <o 071

6 (HE IRoots (2016)  «-revevmevenne 073

/. @fh}}:_{%i)&)ngq from Kansu(2016) -ocveeiens 075

8 <<7(ff.7j(,?_f',fﬁf>>Meizh0u [sland{( 2016) +--eoerecvenes 077

9 (D Yuan(2016) -cvveeeveen 079 lszmiﬁ‘
10. «LE-:-'IE;@..ﬁ:?gEfl_rl;frE»TheManWh{)Didn'tNamehi:;DOg(ZUlb} siip sy 09 1 e
11, (PREEHER TR B PEZE) Your World, My Xi*an(2016) - oroeeeevee 084

12. (([jgifﬁﬁ‘f{':f?‘ffﬁm»Tana_The Girl from Kangbashi( 2016) s 086

13. (#2735 7K DRiver Songs(2016) - wvreve v 088

14. «L‘fjflﬁj%%'»EaﬁtGateVﬂlage(ZO'léi S RCEESTRTTRTSTTTI | |

15. {M7K2Z 1] )The Hermit on the Mountain(2017) - -oovve 092

16. ((fib‘?iﬁ%i:»[)esertCombater(2017) s ()94

17. {—E& (] “F” ) The King of Ice(2017) v vevreveianes 096

18. (7K+ % )Water Bonds(2017) «ooeeviiee (98

19. (FEBE/LHE YThe Road in the Cliff(2017) v vovevie 101

20. «%[[_I}TeaMuuntain5{2[}17} vesmmsannnenasae 103

q] % e ﬂ: v venernnenneenns 107

1 (i’.fﬁ‘?»&iewnityinShanghai('lﬂ]B»}  RCLLTT (1

2. (ALHLPKBERZ% )Rink Rats Beijing(2014)  «--rvvovveeves 110

3. {(ZARFELES[H)Artistin China(2015) v 112

4. (FF ZiE)To Teach a Child(2015) oo 114

5. (AT 11 )Fifth Day, Fifth Month(2015)  «eveeevecs 116

6. (fﬁ.ﬁﬁi%))BirdﬂfParadise(2015) cessssiee e 118

7.  CEAHJE )Everlasting Longing(2015)  «-eevveevve e 120

8. (CK—Hi==4N4-IAH)A Bowl of Lanzhou Beef Noodles(2015) ---rereees 122
9. (B A, 7K—TF7)The Girl Across the Stream(2015) - cccvreeeve 124
10. DAL )My Love—Li Sister(2016)  «-vervveeveiens 126

11. «{E:‘Ji_J'iﬁ%ﬂﬂ(i)HuaDengSketchesQ[]lé) Sl .

12. A4 IE )Taste of Shenzhen(2016) - ove v e 131

13.  {F1ZEDImprints(2016)  weveeervs 133

14. (FL+3E-32) Thrth-Kindness-Beauty(2017) v 13

LN

15. R AZE)The Changing Face of Sichuan Opera(2015) - -ooveveees 137

002



LS LIRS
'ml:lﬁlllll il
bl =)

i
W i




