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Originated in China, Chinese zodiac is the essence of Chinese ancients’
worship of animals, totem worship and the early astronomy. Chinese zodiac
at least can be traced back to the Spring and Autumn Period before Qin
Dynasty.

Guizhou is a province of multi-nationalities with their long history.
The culture of ethnic groups is deep rooted, prominently featured and
resourceful. Recently, we have found that zodiac culture in various types
of cultural relics, specimens and intangible cultural heritage is very rich in
contents and full of local and national characteristics when we researched
and collected the cultural relics and materials collected by Multicolor Art
and Costume Museum.

Mr.Wu Zhengguang, the consultant of Museum, who is the expert in
the study of zodiac culture in various types of cultural relics in Guizhou
Province, thinks it’s necessary to exploit and sort out. Therefore, based on
the cultural relics and materials in Multicolor Art and Costume Museum and
combined with the research findings by Mr. Wu Zhnegguang and Ms. Chen
Yuegiao, we decide to talk about Chinese zodiac with words and pictures in
respect of the relevant cultural relics and folk culture of the various regions,
times and ethnic group.

Chinese zodiac culture in in Guizhou Province This book is based
on, extending to the relevant cultural relics and folk culture of the various
regions, times and ethnic group in Guizhou Province, and the book
illustrates Chinese zodiac in text with pictures.

Thanks to Mr. Liang Taihe, Li Baozhong, Lou Qing, Yang De, Chen
Wanhong, Xie Zhigiang, Xu Meiling, Jian Jiakui and Liu Enyuan and so on.
They provided with some photographs of precious unearthed cultural relics
and copies of cliff pictures.

This book is one of the series of books Collections of Multicolor Art

and Costume edited by Multicolor Art and Costume Museum.

The Author

On National Day of 2016
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Preface

The topic of Chinese zodiac permeates into Chinese life at every moment
and at every place. Horizontally speaking, the culture of Chinese zodiac is
closely related to every aspects of everyday life. Vertically speaking, it inherits
and continues in the long history. At a micro level, it is involved in a person’s
everyday life. Therefore, the culture of Chinese zodiac is both a household
living customs and national culture from ancient times to the present and a
unique national wisdom and national art in the world.

Chinese zodiac culture is a special and systematic culture in which the
twelve animals, rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, goat, monkey,
rooster, dog and pig are matched with the Twelve Earthly Branches. With
the development and evolution of history, the culture of Chinese zodiac is
amalgamated with the culture of Five Elements and forms the folk belief
and customs conception, that is, they are mutually generated and restricted.
In addition, the relationship between Chinese zodiac culture and the Five
Elements culture is used to record the birth time, space, orientation, fortune
and future marriage match.

Chinese zodiac culture is the specific representation of Chinese
traditional and philosophical view of unity of heaven and mankind and
cognition. The contents and forms are related with the view of nature on
human and nature, the world view on human and society, and the view of

harmony on human and his mind and body. Therefore, Chinese zodiac culture



not only contains formless conception, mode of thinking and aesthetic quality,
but also reflects different and diversified social customs, habits and objects.
Specifically speaking, everyone is correlated with Chinese zodiac since birth,
like at which period of the day and in which year of animal he is born. And
his fortune seems to be destined at that time. In China, the happiness and
development of marriage are closely related with the couple’ s birth year and
time which mutually affect. In short, marriage and death, building location
selection and house building, important events, trip and so on are related with
Chinese zodiac and share thick and thin together.

Chinese zodiac culture and customs are not only widely accepted and
practiced in Han people’s life, but are very unique in ethnic groups’ life as
well. For example, Chinese Yao people in white pants generally prefer to start
building house and get married on day of dragon, ox or rooster. They hold the
idea that dragon, the Savior of everything, taking charge of the heaven and the
earth, is the symbol of good luck; ox, honest, dignified in moral and devoted,
never minds gain and loss; rooster is mysterious and gains more respect.
Funeral and ox-cutting ceremony of Yao people is usually arranged at the
hours of dragon, rooster or monkey on lucky days. Fair day of Yao people is
classified into dog day, monkey day and rooster day. Therefore, it can be easily
found that the selected fortunate day, time, objects and events are all related
with Chinese zodiac culture.

The collections in Multicolor Art and Costume Museum as main
studying objects, Talking about Chinese Zodiac by Multicolor Art and
Costume Museum co-authored by Chen Yuegiao, Zhang Chun and Wu
Zhengguang presents Chinese Zodiac culture and customs, behavior and
aesthetic images of the life of ethnic groups in Guizhou province from the
angle of Chinese Zodiac Culture. This book illustrates the diverse Chinese
zodiac art of Guizhou ethnic groups’ culture in the form of “talking about” ,
which is relaxing and casual. No matter it is in forms of “talking” or
“illustrating” , this book manages to present the specialty of Chinese zodiac
culture, abundance of Chinese zodiac art and diversity of Chinese zodiac

aesthetic appreciation of ethnic groups’ life systematically and cheerfully by
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explaining profound theories in simple language with profound accumulation.

The form “Talking” of this book is very flexible, which can be long or short,
old or new, deep or shallow, contemporary or historical, macroscopical or
microscopical and visible or invisible. In a word, no matter in which approach,
this book manages to present the special styles, features and glamour of
Chinese zodiac culture of ethnic groups. This book is a valuable work for the
cultural communication and academic research both at home and abroad. |

express my heartfelt congratulations by writing the preface for the book.

Jia Jingsheng

Professor, Ph.D. Supervisor of Tsinghua University
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Chen Yueqiao, born in 1980 and graduated from Southwest University, is a
librarian of Museum of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Guizhou Minzu University.
She founded a non-profitable museum for commonweal: Multicolor Art and National
Costume Museum of Guizhou. She has been devoting herself into the research of
national culture in minority concentrated regions. Her representative works are “A
study on Paper Dyed Embroidery Technique of Buyi Nationality” and “ A Study on

Worship Culture of Cattle in Guizhou” .
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Zhang Chun, dean of English Department of SFL of Guizhou University of
Finance and Economics, born in 1979, graduated from Guizhou Normal University.
She has been to California State University of USA as a visiting scholar and studied
in Nanyang Technological University of Singapore. Interested in teaching
and researching of English language and cultures, she has published over
ten papers in journals, co-authored two books, taken charge of and participated in

several subject researches.
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Wu Zhengguang, a researcher, Miao nationality in Fenghuang, Hunan Province.
He graduated from History Department of Zhongyang Minzu College in 1963. He
has ever served as the director of Guizhou Provincial Cultural Relics Bureau and the
curator of Guizhou Provincial Museum. His representative works are “ Bridges in
Guizhou" ., “Miao Culture in Langdeshangzhai” . “ Architectural Culture in Qingyan
Ancient Town” |, “Cultivation in Field----A Study on Guizhou National Cultural
Heritage” ., “ A Study on Culture and Customs of Miao Nationality” , “Ten Times
Visiting Impressions upon Dong Village” . “Customs of Guizhou National Wedding

Ceremony ” .“ Zhenyuan - Country Architecture - Chinese Heritage” and “ Guizhou

Volume - Chinese Ancient Villages” etc..
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