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Abstract

Mankind and nature are a community of shared life. Mankind’s footprints of
marching forward are followed by a vicious circle that is reflected by consumption
of plenty of resources, damage to ecological system, environmental pollution and
aggravated poverty. It is necessary for mankind to respect, go with and protect the
nature. Especially for China, reducing energy consumption and abating pollution
has become an urgent and necessary issue to be prioritized. In terms of ecological
environment, the country encounters a particularly outstanding issue of unbalanced
and insufficient development, as well as severe situation regarding sustainable
development. It is still a long way and hard work for China to protect ecological
environment.

The new vision of development featuring innovative, coordinated, green,
open and shared development was identified at the Fifth Plenary Session of the 18"
CPC Central Committee, convened in 2015. And “applying a new vision of
development and developing a modernized economy” was proposed in the report
delivered by Comrade Xi Jinping at the 19™ National Congress of the Communist
Party of China on October 18, 2017. That means the new vision is the main
embodiment of China’s development idea, orientation and focus within a long
period ahead of us. In order to better implement the new vision of development
and measure the achievements made in the development, it is necessary to develop
a set of complete indicator system beyond GDP and make innovations in the
indicator system that measures the process of sustainable development so as to
measure the quality and benefit of social and economic growth in an all-round
manner.

Based on the above background, this study, which focuses on the sustainable
development indicator system, has the following distinctive characteristics and

typical highlights
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First, the theoretical explorations for the new indicator of “Beyond GDP”
both at home and abroad are reviewed and summarized. The necessity of
conducting sustainable development evaluation in China is discussed from the
perspectives of both theory and practice. And a set of new indicator system that
measures China’s sustainable development is built in a pioneering way.

Second, comprehensive and systematic data analysis and verification is made
on the sustainable development of China, its regions and 100 large-and medium-
sized cities. Rankings are given on these cities. And the conclusions that are of
important guiding significance to practice are drawn.

Third, an international comparative research was conducted on the indicator
system. With New York, Paris, Barcelona, Saint Paul, Singapore, Hong Kong
and other international cities as references, this study tries to find out the
differences between Chinese cities and other developed cities in the world in terms
of urban sustainable development so as to provide an international reference for
Chinese cities to obtain a better sustainable development.

Fourth, suggestions are made on how China pursues closer cooperation with
other members of the international community in facilitating and implementing the
“new development agenda” of the UN in combination with the vision of green
development proposed at the Fifth Plenary Session of the 18" CPC Central
Committee, essence of the report delivered at the 19 National Congress of the
Communist Party of China and the UN’s post — 2015 sustainable development
goals. Also, a series of policy-making suggestions are proposed on China’s
promotion of ecological civilization building and realization of sustainable

governance.

Keywords: Sustainable Development; Indicator; Ecological Civilization
Building
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