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The Underground Guizhou
Preface

Since the remote ages, Guizhou has been isolated by the mountains; it does not
have vast fertile farmlands, and therefore in the traditional agricultural societies,
it did not have huge productivity, neither large-scale warfare and large-scale
trade activities; as the result, no unified empires have been formed based on
Guizhou. Moreover, the ethnic groups scattered in this area, mostly had no their
own writing systems. They did not have their own written history, and under the
cultural background guided by the historic and literary records of the Han tradition,
Guizhou was scorned and mocked by the idioms such as “Yelang zid2 (the King
of Yelang thought his state to be the strongest —— be blinded by ignorance and
self-conceit)” , “Qranli ji giong (the Guizhou donkey has exhausted his tricks —
the dodges are used up)” and so on, and has been marginalized and stunted for
long periods.

Actually this is a very old land. In March 2015, many media (including the Sc/ence
magazine) released a surprising message: the topic group lead by Zhu Maoyan,
the chief scientist of the 973 Project of the Nanjing Institute of Geology and
Palaeontology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, gathered a piece of sponge
body grade fossil dated as 600 million years old in Guizhou, which is the earliest
reliable sponge fossil in the world known to date and about 60 to 70 million
years earlier than the date thought by some researchers as the earliest sponge
emerged [Yin, Z. et al., 2015. ‘A sponge grade body fossil with cellular resolution
dating 60 Myr before the Cambrian.” 2¥AS 112 (12):E1453-60; also see http:/
www.sciencemag.org/news/2015/12/top—10-images—-2015]. Perhaps, in the dark
and hostile living environment of the Precambrian era, it was this land which bred
the lives of the earliest animals?

Moreover, the people on this land also have a long history. In 2008, Professors
Li Hui and Jin Li published the paper Reconstructing the Phylogenesis of Fast Asians
in Scientitic Amerrcan Complex Chinese Fditron, putting forward that the early human
beings were entering China by two routes: “one branch was entering Yangzhou
Region via Vietnam” and “the other was entering Liangzhou Region via
Myanmar” , both of which bore the Haplogroup O2 of Y chromosome, which can
be traced back to the old—aged Man—Khmer ethnic group, which “might be the
origin of the human beings of the entire East Asia, and now it is mainly distributed
in northeastern India to the north of Malay Peninsula, the northernmost branch
of which are the Lai people living in the border area of Guangxi, Yunnan and
Guizhou----+ the distribution of the Mén—Khmer in the ancient times would be much
wider, including most of the Yunnan and Guizhou Provinces, the Haplogroup O2
of Y chromosome popularly seen in which is very probably left by them (Li and
Jin Li. 2008. Reconstructing the Phylogenesis of East Asrans. Scientific American Complex
Chinese Edrtion 78:38)." Maybe, the hard and adventurous journey of the people in
the Neolithic Age, was started from this land to other areas of China?



Heine, a great German poet, has said, “Jeder
einzelne Mensch ist schon eine Welt, die mit
ihm geboren wird und mit ihm stirbt, unter
jedem Grabstein liegt eine Weltgeschichte
(Every individual human being is, after all,
a world in its own right that is born with that
person and dies with that person; underneath
every tombstone lies a world history).” | think,
the areas lacking sufficient textual records
in Han Chinese script, especially Guizhou,
are needing more physical records hidden in
the soil, the barrows and graves, the ruined
settlements and the abandoned common
utensils, to tell the people their long—forgotten
histories and the stories “born with and dies
with” their inhabitants and owners.

These remains and artifacts need learnt and
talented finders who can dig their values and
recover the daily lives, anecdotes, practices
and rules of the ancient people as they were
from the statuses of these silent witnesses.
Therefare, we have friends dedicated to the
archaeological cause work in the places far
from the cities and expose them in the wind
and dew; years after years, they separate
themselves from their families and stay on the
archaeological fieldwork sites with hard living
conditions without caring about the seasons
and weathers; they do not have physical
entertainments but spiritual happiness. The
valuable remains and artifacts are discovered,
but their connotations and importance are still
waiting for the deciphering of the scholars
good at writing and narrating; therefore,
we planned the publishing of this book; our
authors organized the descriptions of their
archaeological achievements into three parts,
which are the features, burials and artifacts,
and titled them by the verses of the S#4ying
(Book of Poetry): “Yuan ju yuan chu (Here
we are residing and there we stay)” , “Sh/

”

b7 letn (To the happy land we are going)
and “Zhwozhuo gi hua (How rich the flowers,
all gleaming bright)” , respectively; their
descriptions and narrations are not only
cautious and precise but also exciting and
vivid, not only introduce the situations, values,
connotations of their discoveries but also
depict the process of discovering. This good
subject made the Guizhou Education Press
change its usual attitude of waiting for the
authors to send writing proposals but positively
participate in the designing and planning of the
publishing of this book. Under the joint efforts
of the colleagues mentioned above, we have
the chance to enjoy this book with contents
and illustrations meeting the demands of both
connoisseurs and amateurs.

In his lecture titled as e Storveet/er on the Nobel
Prize winning ceremony, Mo Yan, the Chinese
writer and the laureate of the Nobel Prize in
Literature, recalled the scene of he moving his-
mother's grave, “when we dug up the grave,
we saw that the coffin had rotted away and
that her body had merged with the damp earth
around it. So we dug up some of that soil, a
symbolic act, and took it to the new gravesite.
That was when | grasped the knowledge that
my mother had become part of the earth, and
that when | spoke to mother earth, | was really
speaking to my mother.”

Likewise, the generations and generations
of the Guizhou people are also the parts of
the earth in this land, and each discovery of
the archaeologists and each paper written by
them, are the impressive expression to our
ancestors.

Now, let us open this book with respecting
feelings.

Gu Jiu
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Brief Introduction

The script of 7he Underground Guizhou consisted of the
essays written by more than ten archaeologists; their
subjects are diversified, writing styles are different and
the formats are not uniform. To compile them into a public
reading with both interestingness and scholarship is a hard
work indeed. By the basic contents, these 33 essays are
first sorted into three parts, which are features, burials and
cultural relics, to present the archaeological discoveries
and achievements of Guizhou Province in recent years.
However, to suitably stitch these essays together into
a book, we need a “thread” going through from the
beginning to the end. This “thread” should not be felt
boring by the audiences because it is professional and
serious, neither be flighty to meet some unsound tastes
and lose its historic heaviness. Because of my favorite to
the poetry, | choose poetry as the “thread” to knit the
essays and parts of the entire book in order to increase its
readability and temper some poetics to the professional
and strict archaeological essays. Therefore, | choose the
verses from Hsi Muren's poem Hrstory Museum as the
guidelines of these three parts, and that from the pre-
Qin poems in the Book of Poetry matching their subjects
as their titles. The historic heaviness possessed by these
verses themselves is exactly what this book tries to present
to our audiences.

“Yuan ju yuan chu?

Yuan sang qi ma,

Yu yir qiu zhi?

Yu lrn zhi xia

(Here we are residing and there we stay?
Anon we soon lose our high—mettled steeds;
the forest's gloom makes our steps go astray;
each thicket of trees our searching misleads).”
Where are we living and where are we going? In the
early stage of the development of the human societies,
the inhabitance was a key factor for the surviving and
procreating, and the seeking and modifying of the
inhabitance by the human beings were long and hard.
During the elapsing of time and vicissitudes of the world,
the remains left by the human activities are always
fragmentary, scattering and sporadic. Through the
excavations of these remains, we can approach the scenes
of the social lives in the remote ancient times which have
not been recorded in the historic literature. From the
descriptions of prehistoric cave sites, archaeology of the
Yelang State, the remains of the s/ (hereditary headmen
of the minority people) system and other sites in this part,
we can learn the trajectory of the ancient Guizhou people
leaving the caves, walking to the flatland, settling down
nearby the water sources, constructing their comfortable
dwellings and managing their living environments, and
other development and progresses.

“Shi jrang qu ru,
Shi br letu.
Letu Letu!

Yuan de wo suo

(We swear to leave you
To the happy land we are going;

O Happy land! Happy land!

Therein our proper place we'll reside).”

The “Letu (happy land)” was the fine wish to the
afterworld the people to go after death. “To the happy
land” matches the content of this part about the burials.
The “happy land” in the netherworld was the imitation
of the residences of the deceased people when they were
alive, and moreover, the happy abode constructed for the
deceased people to continue their lives in this world. The
burials reflected not only the funeral customs and burial
systems, but also in some sense released the messages
about the politics, economy, manner, belief and other
aspects in the development of the societies. The efforts
of the archaeological wark are all hoping to reveal the
social statuses through the excavations of the burials and
researches on the burial types and regulations. The burials
described in this part belonged to different times, ethnic
groups and geographical environments, all of which have
their peculiar features, and we believe that they can leave
deep impressions in the mind of our audiences.

“Tao zhr yaoyao.
zhuozhuo gi hua.

Ll zr yu gur,

Y7 gi shijia

(Graceful and young the peach tree stands;
How rich its flowers, all gleaming bright!
This bride to her new home repairs;
Chamber and house she'll order right).”

“Zhuozhuo gi hua (how rich its flowers, all gleaming
bright)” was originally the metaphor to describe the
beautifulness of the bride, and it is adopted as the title of
this part of this book to express the feelings the cultural
relics give to the archaeologists. These cultural relics,
coarse and plain or elaborate and rare, are the carriers
of the history and culture, bearing rich historic sediments,
profound cultural connotations and sentimental genes,
every piece of which has its unique historic significance and
connotative aesthetics. The cultural relics described in this
part are made in different times and of various materials,
and having diversified usages, but all of them are the static
witnesses of the steps of the progress of the civilization.
To appreciate, understand and decipher them, we should
pay attention to their historic backgrounds to the maximum
limit and restore their historic and developmental contexts;
we may appreciate them as still objects and artworks and
moreover as the symbols of the profound history.

Just as the explanation given by the editors to the title
of this book: the meaning of “underground” can be
extended as “past, historic, dust-immersed” . May 7he
Underground Guizhou be like what we wish: respond to
concerns of the people to the archaeological cause of
Guizhou Province and open a small window for the public
to understand the Guizhou Archaeology.

When | finish this writing, it has been dusk; | look outward,
and what | see are the crescent moon hanging low across
the window, and the stars twinkling.

| think, tomorrow is a sunshiny day.
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Part One
Here We Are Residing and There We Stay

At the very beginning
- Only the moon over the mountain
And the very cold and very dark cave in the memory

Now that I ought to greet you along the path
Let us settle down in the fertile place

1 will learn to divine the future on the tortoise shells and bones l
And burn all the love and belief
into
The pottery with colorful wave and cloud patterns .

These verses in Hsi Muren's poem e History Museum, | think, are the most poetic
explanation to the “Yuan ju yuan chu (here we are residing and there we stay).”
The verses “Yuan ju yuan chu? Yuan sang gi ma,; Yu yi giu zhi? Yi lin zhi xia (Here
we are residing and there we stay? Anon we soon lose our high-mettled steeds;
the forest's gloom makes our steps go astray; each thicket of trees our searching
misleads)” are quoted from the poem “J7 gu (Beating the drum)” in the Ode of
Ber of the Book of Poetry. The archaeologists seek for the traces and fragments of
the remote history left in the centuries, and fit them together to recall the memory
of the human beings to their pasts elapsed away for a long time. The ancient
people spent their long-lasting early ages in the caves, and hardily explored for
the progresses ===+ they walked out of the caves and went to the flatlands, and
settled down nearby the water sources. In the calm days, they were hunting,
a/thermg, holding wedding and funeral ceremonies, burning pottery wares and
fm:ging bronzes; in the war’-!:ldden years, they were bundmg fortrr cations on the
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