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Situated on an exclusive residential street, in Mermaid Beach, Queensland, Australia,
ALBATROSS RESIDENCE is successful as an oasis that captures beachfront vistas and

access, while maintaining a private yet expansive pool and entertaining core. The house was
designed by BGD Architects to accommodate a growing family, multiple guests, and frequent
entertaining, while the interiors were designed by Edge Design and Interiors. Entry to the
residence is via a recycled timber colonnade and gatehouse that grants covered access to

both wings of the house. A glazed hallway wraps the central courtyard on both the ground and
first floor, allowing scenic circulation past the main amenities and providing aesthetic flow
through the timber stair. Louvered glazing has been utilized throughout the home to control
ventilation by natural breezes. The internal and external palette of finishes, including natural
timbers and stone, creates a trapical, modern, and comfortable ambience. External finishes of
recycled timber, natural stone, and copper were chosen to allow the property to further develop
character over time. Tall mature trees matching the scale of the house are intentionally located
about the property to frame the beachfront, main entrance, and internal courtyard. Lighting of
the landscape at night creates drama within the timber battens and palm fronds, backed by the

ambient aqua glow of the swimming pool.
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The owners of ARAMOANA live on a farm in Hawkes Bay, on the east coast of New Zealand’'s North

Island and wanted a place near the beach where family could come together on weekends and vacations.
Southern Hawkes Bay is a comfortable 45-minute drive from the owner’s home, but the coastal
environment couldn’t be more different. The hilly terrain is as dramatic as the surf beach, and according
to architect Brent Hulena of Hulena Architects, it's quite a desolate area with only a handful of houses.

The brief was for a five-bedroom house, which could also accommodate the clients’ children and
grandchildren, including a large living area where all the family could congregate. With this in mind, the
concrete [block], steel, and glass house is designed in an L-shape. One wing, facing the water, comprises
a 49-foot [15-meter) open-plan kitchen, dining, and living area. Beyond the kitchen door are two
bedrooms and a library. The shorter side of the 'L features another two bedrooms, one of which is used as

a bunkroom that doubles as a second living area for grandchildren.
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As the region can experience extreme winds, the architects designed two outdoor areas,
one leading from the living areas to the beach on the east, the other to the west. The
western courtyard is nat only protected from the wind, but also benefits from views
through the generous glazing on either side of the kitchen and living areas through to
the beach beyond. To strengthen the link between the indoors and outdoors, all the
rooms open onto outdoor areas. When it comes to alfresco dining, bifolding windows
were incorporated in the kitchen, enabling easy entertaining to the eastern terrace.

A fireplace in the western courtyard allows for comfortable evening dining. As the house

is used year-round, Hulena felt it was important to create comfortable outdoor spaces.

While the outdoors and indoors are blurred in this home, the living spaces are
pivotal to the design. There's nothing better than just lying on the lounges and
gazing out to the beach,” Hulena believes. He also included aluminum louvers

above the glass doors in the living areas, as well as over the outdoor terrace,

to control sunlight. Phatagraphy: Kallan Ma




