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NOTE ON CONVERSION RATES OF CUSTOMS RETURNS.

Since the Customs Returns are perforce recorded in two currencies (i.e.,
Customs Gold Units for foreign imports and Standard Dollars for exports), official
rates of exchange are retained for purposes of conversion. Ignoring, however, the
exchange control of certain specified exports from unoccupied ports, those desirous
of striking an approximate balance of trade in a foreign currency, e.g., U.S. Dollars,
may do so by converting the Customs Gold Unit values of imports into U.S. Dollars
using the actual equivalent shown under Note (3) on page iv, and by converting
the Standard Dollar values for exports into the same currency at the open market
rates shown (in brackets) under Note (5) on the same page.

It should also be noted that the Standard Dollar valuations of imports as
shown throughout the Introductory Survey, the Annual Report, and Returns for
the year 1938 are converted from the declared Gold Unit valuation at the average
official daily rate for duty-paying purposes, based on the average official daily rates
for foreign exchange of Pence Sterling 144, U.S, $0.30, Japanese Yen 1.03, etc,,
and not on the average daily open market rates for 'I'.'I'. abroad,

Similarly, it should be borne in mind that the Standard Dollar valuations of
exports are also converted into Gold Units at the same official equivalents.
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EQUIVALENTS OF FOREIGN CURRENCIES, ETC., 1938,

() MMEREFTREMENMAMMREDS SO » —AXAW
(1) The gold content of the Customs Gorp UNIT has been fixed by the Government at 60, 1866 centigrammes
of pure gold.

(D BANBWENERRAMEM I T ReMRT 2RI AN Fi—

(2) The following are the fived equivalents of the CusToms Goro UniT in existing gold currencies, calculated
on the basis of pure gold content:—

% & ($4) . Pence Sterling . 19,7265 % W . Belgas . . - . 2,877
2@ - . . GodDollar . . . 040® AR, A *E, R Swedish, Damsh. und} 1.492%
H&. . .. GodYen. . . . 0.8025* S MM Norwegian Kroner :
#MME . . French Francs . . .10.20977* % MW . Singapore Dollar . . . 0.705%
L Reichmarks . . . 1.679 Mk . . Rupees . . . .. 1,096
N . . . Guilder . - . . 0.995% WY . . Zoty . . . g 3.5656
&KW . . . . TahanLire . . . 7 600% AWM . Crechoslovak Crvwm P |6 200"
w4+ MK . SwissFranes . . . 2.073*

CHAANMZHAMMOFHIR L HWITAZERNMSSER

* Contingent on actual exchange outturn in gold currencies.

EIEM ~ LB BMERNM - AFEAFHAINZTFHRNRNMBa rHMR LS
Mz MMM NI S W2 —

(3) The following were the actwal equivalents (average) of the Customs Gorp Usit foe the year 1938
and constitute the basis for valustion purposes in the Customs Trade Returns:—

% %R -+) . Pence Sterling . 1344 MM . . Freach Franes . . . ., 23.71142
2® . . . US Dollar . . 0.67896 MW . . Guilders . . . e 1.23443
AM . . . Japanese Yen. . . 2.36858 WEW . . . Hongkong Dollln ... 2.18461

(M) RM — + torBRMAeWBSMMMEHNE 2 CHETHEESNMe W — &
AW =E A

() The equivalent of the GoLo Unit during 1938, expressed in Standard Dollars at the Government's
average official daily rate for duty-paying purpnses, was $2.300.

EER - tUEBEMARGEAENABRTORNSAN o 6MEM %D
o F—

(5) The equivalents of the Staxnarn Doviar, based on the Government's average afficial daily rates of
exchange, were, during 1938, as follows:— -

EWMOR L) . Pence Sterling . 144 (10,F) B % . . . Reichmark . . 0 75(0.51958)
®m . . - US. Dollar . 0.30(0.21011) aw . . Guilder . . 0.53681 (0.37961)
nm -+ . Japanese Yen . 1.03(0.73192) Wi . . . Rupee . . . 0.80648 (0.57003)
W . . French Francs 10,31 (7 15424) = Hongkong Dollar 0,95 (0.68401)

niﬁzn*ﬁ#nﬂﬁtlrﬁﬂ?&ﬂ’ﬁﬁzlﬂ
Raten appearing in beackets arc those bused on the sverage daily open marker rates for T.T. abroad.
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Comparative Tables of Equivalents of Foreign Currencies, etc., for the
Years 1936 and 1937.

BHWEPRFARSHEBAFREZR RN - AKX
The gold content of the CusToms (GoLp UNIT has been fixed by the Government at 60.1866 centigrammes
of pure gold.

BBV IR AN FTIRSMET A EZRTIR T
The following ure the fixed equivalents of the Customs GorLp UNIT in existing gold currencies, calculated
on the basis of pure gold content:—

%K &(ML) . PenceSterling . . 19.7265% o % Belgas . . . . . 2.877¢
x4 . . . GoldDallar . . 0.40° e N ; R Swedish, Danish, -nd} 1.492%
A%. . . . GoldYen. . . . 0.,8025% MEAN . Norwegian Kroner ]
ek . . TFrench Franes. .  10.20977* WM . . . Austrien Shillings. . 2.843
®%. . . . Reichmarks . . . 1.679 MMM . . Singapore Dollar . 0.705*
MW . . . Guilder . . . . 0.995* Rk . .. Rupees . . . . . 1.096*
FEMW. . . . Twalian Lire . 7.600% A L 5 Zloty . . 3.5656
WHMAF . Swiss Franes . . 2.073% #7Imw . . C:nchoslnvnk Cfovmn 16.201%

HBEMZHAREUATHEMN AgeMTr2ZHARMBETHESR

L4 Cnnlu!]ent on actual exchange outturn in gold :urun:iu.

KM - PR R FARERATFAERTHRMAGSMET Nt sHRWR RO T —-
The following were the actual equivalents of the Customs Gorp Unir, based on the average exchange value
of the following currencies, for the years 1936 and 1937:—

S hEe = k. Z+hig WA
1936, 1937. 1936, 1937,

x5 (M 1) i 7 NE J
Pence Sterling . ......... S 323 324 French Francs .......... 11.27438 16.53680
= 1 |
US. Dollar .............. 0.67149 0.66555 Guilders ... ............ 1.05576 | 1.20483
il W |
Japanese Yen ... ..... S i 2.31289 2.31661 Hongkong Dollars . ... .. 2.11489 ‘ 2.17247

WO RS EBMER AT I RBFYTRARRM -+ RS — Sl MY
MAGF =t aMM S AL —R

The equivalent of the GoLo Unir, in which the Values of Imports are stated, was, at the average exchange
for 1936, $2.260; 1937, $2 271,

40 B 15 £ T 0 0 A B0 0 B RN 36 3 AR o 0 0 B R 1 e 3 D IR A T R A W —
w4 FRMBMEH O T —

The equivalent of the STANDARD DOLLAR, in which the Values of Exports are stated, was, at the average
sight exchange on London, New York, Yokohama, Paris, Berlin, Batavia, Calcutta, and Hongkong respectively,
us follows. —

B Sk r E ‘ = ki
tose, © | wE CTRET | T

% % (9 1) LA !
Pence Stetling .. ..... ... | 14} 14,5 Reichmark ..... ... i 0.7321 0.7233
Y 0% | :
U8 Dollar ... cocanesi s 0.29712 0.29305 Guilder ... ........ ] 0.46181 | 0.53050
1 - @9 t )
Japancse Yen .. ......... .. 1.02342 1.062002 RUPEE.. ccreeies nasmiesmonie ' 0.79106 0.78631
iE B W
French Francs .. ........ » 4.97051 7.28129 Hongkong Dollar. ,.... .. 0,03581 0.95656
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EQUIVALENTS OF CHINESE STANDARD (METRIC) AND OTHER SYSTEMS

OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

Svaxpann (Mermic) Systes,

LR ARG R l

L
Orwen Sysrems.

% & WEIGHT.
ol LU 3] e L
1 Hectogramme (100 grammes) . | 2.645547 Tacls b\~ RPIRRPTRRIN
® F (1 & 0 i3 FOF S M)
1 Kilogramme (10 Hectoges.) ... .1 1.6534668 Catties. 1 Catty (16 Toels) .
MW 2 i) fud (7 i)
1 anul(lw Kifogrs) .. ......| 1.6534668 Piculs, 1 Picul (100 Catties) .. ...
L (s @am W (e W
1 "Imme 3.215074 Qunces (Troy). 10unce (Troy) .. . .. .oovvnnn
L % W (% W) & (% e
1 Hectogramme .. . ........ ' 3 527396 Ounces (Avdp ). 1 Ounce (Avdp.) .- ....0..

2 R \
1 Kilogramme . .

2 M4 2 m
1 Metric Tun (10 Quintals)

o
-1 2.2046223 Pounds.

WOl XN
1 Pound (16 Ounces Avdp.). ...
o WP A M I‘ u)
0984206 "Ton | Ton (2,240 Pounds) ...

% & CAPACITY MEASURE.*

weNAN 2w

|
‘ Staxoanp (MeTRIC) System.

L

| 0.3779%4 Hectogramme.
>

.| 0.6047899 Kilogramme.

2 M
-| 0.6047899 Quintal.

~ R
0.31103S Hectogramme,
& W
0.283495 Hectogramme.

2 n
0.4535924 Kilogramme.

: 2
-1 1.016047 Metric Tons.

! 2 %
.| 4 545963 Litrex.

! & Jr
3.7854345 Litres.
a i

.| 1.803907 Litres.

| 2
-1 2.54 Centimetres.

@& R
0.3048 Metre

a R
' 0.9143992 Metre.

| ¥R
.| 6.4516 Sq. Centimetres.

HaRr
.| 0.092903 Sq. Metre,

# R
| 0896126 Sq. Metre.

! x Ko R
.| 0.00235973 Cubic Metre.
|

2 o w8
TSN T ey | 0.2199754 lmp:r':ll()l\lon 1 Imperial Gallon .
2 1 % % (K M) AT
VLI o s 026417M7U5-A.Liqm404]km< S.A. Liquid Gallon .........
i T B A& utn
FRBOOP cav-sciliewairsiies .A‘ﬂssllilsm(]lplnm)‘ 1 Shé (Japaness)
# % LINEAL MEASURE.
& % % ® o
1 Centimetre . .....oovien.nn .| 03937 Jnch, Pinch ......
2 R (W 2 3 xR %N
1 Metre (100 Centimetres) . ....| 3.280843 Feer. LPOOE . o < wvmanmesioncs oiee mms
2R = -
TMetre ... ooniiannnnns Il.(Wl‘JYuds. TRR o ¥ o e e Y ST
@ & SQUARE MEASURE.
* 7 | = At [ Th:
1 5q. Centimetre ...... ... ; 0-155 Sq. Inch 18q.Tnch avovoviiniiannnen,
Hos KK ) % h R
1 Sq. Metre (10,000 Sq_ Cenumetres)| 10.7639 Sq. Feet.
98 R %
18 Metre .oooonoaoo | 1.19599 Sy, Yards,
A # @ @& TIMBER MEASUREMENT.
¥ WK ®H AR % N AR
1 Cublc Metre ... ..........| 423 777 Supesficial Feet BM. | 1 Superficial Foot BM. ... ..
ANl M T FHNAMAT S RERG - HAELRUBFR LR
* Wines, eiv-© 12 Hottles (= 24 Half-botiles) or 17 Reputed Quarts (= 24 Reputed Pints) are sccepied us equal 1o 9 Litres.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES.

All statistical information in regard to China’s trade as controlled by the Customs has,
since the reorganisation and centralisation of Returns work in 1932, been compiled in
Shanghai at the Statistical Department of the Inspectorate General of Customs, which receives
the Statistical Copies of all Customs declaration forms for Tmports, Exports, etc.

The ““ Annual Returns of Foreign "I'rade” include commodities for which the Statistical
Copies of Customs declarations have been received by the Statistical Department during any
one calendar year arranged under commodity headings (Returns numbers and Tariff Code
numbers), Statistical Copies for commodities passed by the Customs in distant ports during
the last days of the year are not received until the beginning of the next, and consequently
are included in the subsequent year.

CLASSIFICATION AND SCOPE OF RETURNS.

The tables in all Customs publications relating to the foreign trade of China are
arranged in accordance with the classification of articles in the ““ Guides to the Import and
Export Tariffs and Classification of Returns,”

The following classes of goods arriving in this country are not included in the Import
statistics: (@) Commodities passed duty free for Embassies, Legations, Consulates, and Foreign
Armies and Navies; (b) Personal effects and parcels brought in by passengers for private use,
with the exception of any dutiable contents thereof which are included under the statistical
classification concerned; (¢) Transhipments from abroad; (d) Commodities entered into Bond
(N.B.— Included as Imports if ultimately withdrawn from Bond for import); (¢) Chinese
Government Stores.

The following classes of commodities leaving this country are not included in Export
statistics: (@) Personal cffects and parcels taken by passengers for private use, with the
exception of any dutiable contents thereof which are included under the statistical classification
concerned; (b) Shipments abroad ex Bond; (¢) Transhipments abroad.

Statistics of the trade with the Leased Territories are included as foreign trade—
statistical treatment following duty treatment.

METHOD OF COMPILING.

Imports are only recorded in the statistics upon completion of all Customs formalities
and release, and therefore not on immediate arrival in the country or upon entry into Bond.
Bonded merchandise is not recorded in the statistics until withdrawal for import. Exports
are not considered as exported until shipment has actually taken place.

Import Values arc cxpressed in Gold Units (import duties being levied in such
currency). The values on Import declaration forms (or on Applications for Withdrawal from
Bond for Import) are given in Gold Units, the statistical valuation being the c.if. value
exclusive of Import Duty; the Gold Unit amounts being the actual equivalent of the foreign
exchange concerned at the rate of the day of handing in such forms to the Customs.

In the case of Imports the small figures {(in black type) immediately below the net total
value for each Tariff Code number, Returns number, and group heading represent the
official Standard Dollar equivalents of Gold Units,

Export Values are expressed in Standard Dollars (export duties being levied in such
currency). ‘The values on the Export declaration forms are given in Standard Dollars, the
statistical valuation being the f.o.b. value exclusive of Export Duty.



( xi )

In the case of Exports the small figures (in black type) immediately below the net total
valuc for each Tariff Code number, Returns number, and group heading represent the official
Gold Unit equivalents of Standard Dollars.

It should be noted that the conversion figures, given in the Annual Returns, for
Gold Units to Standard Dollars, and vice versa, arc based on the monthly average rates as
given in the ' Monthly Returns of Foreign Trade.” They represent only the cumulative
sums of the monthly figures, no further conversion being made.

Countries of Origin and Destination : Imports are classified as received from the
place or country as declared by the Importer and verified by the Chinese Consular Invoice
and other relative documents. Exports are credited to the country of declared destination;
" optional ” cargo to the country first indicated.

Bullion and Coin : Special Treasure tables are given for imports and exports of
Bullion and Coin, which are excluded from the totals in the trade tebles.

Parcel Post: Imports and Exports by Parcel Post are credited to the general trade
tables according to their respective statistical classification wherever possible.

Where figures appear in small type preceded by a minus (—) sign they represent an
excess of re-exports over imports or excess of reimports over exports, as the case may be.

The term “n.o.r.”" stands for “ not otherwise recorded.”

Statistics of trade with Austria during the first quarter of 1938 have been incorporated
with those for Germany.

The Statistical Department issues the following statistical publications:—

MONTHLY.

‘ Monthly Returns of the Foreign 'I'rade of China.” —China’s Trade with Foreign
Countries by Returns Numbers, with Tables of Total Value of Trade, Treasure,
and Shipping, and Withdrawals from Bond.

** Shanghai Monthly Returns of Foreign Trade.” —Trade of Shanghai with Foreign
Countries by Returns Numbers, with Tables of Total Value of Trade, Treasure,
and Shipping.

ANNUAL.
*The Trade of China,”” Volumes I-1V:
Vol. I: Part 1. —Report, with General Tables of Customs Revenue, Value of Trade,
‘T'reasure, and Shipping.
Part 2—China’s Trade with each Foreign Country by Returns Numbers.
Vol. II: Analysis of Foreign Imports.  Each Returns Number subdivided according
to the Tariff Code Numbers as itemised in the *“ Guide to the Import Tariff
and Classification of Returns.”
Vol. I11: Analysis of Foreign Exports. — Each Returns Number subdivided according

to the Tariff Code Numbess as itemised in the ** Guide to the Export Tariff
and Classification of Returns.””

Vol. 1V: Domestic Trade. -Interport Movements of Chiaese Produce carricd by
steamers (excluding similar movements by junk, rail, and road).

** T'he Shanghai Annual Returns of Foreign T'rade.” —~Analysis of Imports and Exports
by Taritf Code Numbers.
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