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H. FHiE % i for example,for instance, here is a small example,let me give you an example,

one example can be more illuminating, such as, sometimes, an illustration may help you clearly
understand, let me illustrate it for you 28 #8720 5] . 33 #1124 (brief example) F1%¢
{4 (extended example)  WARATE FF o 55 — Br, AT AT & Mg AT ) F £ 2 F LA E AR 38 i 0L
SUEVERRE IR SR Rt . DR G R R A R T 20 E B kG, R
Je AR B 52 O IR L e BORE O3 4 3 S 4 99 o B ek, 52 (] R A OO A AR A I A A
X ot ) 32 40 Y o B TR R LR L 1R RE A B B U 2

(1) There are superstitions attached to numbers;even those ancient Greeks believed that
all numbers and their multiples had some mystical significance.

(2)Those numbers between 1 and 13 were in particular to have a powerful influence over
the affairs of men.

(3) For example. it is commonly said that luck, good or bad, comes in threes; if an
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accident happens,two more of the same kind may be expected soon afterwards. The arrival of
a letter will be followed by two others within a certain period.

(4) Another belief involving the number three has it that it is unlucky to light three
cigarettes from the one match. If this happens,the bad luck that goes with the deed falls upon
the person whose cigarette was the last to be lit. The ill omen linked to the lighting of three
things from one match or candle goes back to at least the 17th century and probably earlier. It
was believed that three candles alight at the same time would be sure to bring bad luck;one,
two,or four,were permissible,but never just three.

(5)Seven was another significant number, usually regarded as a bringer of good luck. The
ancient astrologers believed that the universe was governed by seven planets; students of
Shakespeare will recall that the life of man was divided into seven ages. Seven horseshoes
nailed to a house will protect it from all evil.

(6)Nine is usually thought of as a lucky number because it is the product of three times
three. It was much used by the Anglo Saxons in their charms for healing.

(7) Another belief was that great changes occurred every 7th and 9th of a man's life.
Consequently, the age of 63(the product of nine and seven)was thought to be a very perilous
time for him. If he survived his 63rd year he might hope to live to a ripe old age.

(8)Thirteen,as we well know,is regarded with great awe and fear. The common belief is
that this derives from the fact that there were 13 people at Christ's Last Supper. This being
the eve of his betrayal,it is not difficult to understand the significance given to the number by
the early Christians.

(9)In more modern times 13 is an especially unlucky number of a dinner party, for example.
Hotels will avoid numbering a floor the 13th;the progression is from 12 to 14,and no room is given
the number 13. Many home owners will use 12 1/2 instead of 13 as their house number.

(10)Yet oddly enough,to be born on the 13th of the month is not regarded with any fear
at all, which just shows how irrational we are in our superstitious beliefs.

: [Analys:s] i L : et
X2 2003 @%ﬁ%mﬁﬁ TEXT B» ’P%Afﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬁf“; o
iluﬁu AR E E ‘There are $uperstmons attached to numbers; e
even those ancient Greeks beheved that all numbers and their multiples had‘_
some mystical significance, $ T 3 4 3 DA 3E % (4 461 f Bt % 4L AR, 0 o i
£ Fi (scan) . AR, KT SCEE G54 N BIE VL . DAL R R B
F BRSBTS R &%%%1‘5% BAT s B JE — "T“%ﬂ?
BE }imﬁﬁ ﬁﬁiﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ “‘f"ﬁ% E%,ﬁﬁ@”d\jﬁ ; i
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[ Multiple Choice |

l. According to the passage, which of the following groups of numbers will certainly
bring good luck to people?
A.3 and 7. B. 3 and 9. C.7 and 9. D. 3 and 13.

2. The ill luck associated with 13 is supposed to have its origin in
A. legend B. religion C. popular belief D. certain customs

3. What is the author’s attitude towards people's superstitious beliefs?

A. He is mildly critical, B. He is strongly critical.
C. He is in favour of them. D. His attitude is not clear.
[Keys ]

LW, EFMEREEC, mB T “good luck” & i 25 i /N Bt. BB EIEH
F0F ik #] “ Seven was another significant number, usually regarded as a bringer of good
luck” (7 253 4b—A A Fe ok B LI BT . BB R 4732 ) s 5 /X Bt 32 31 Nine is usually thought
of as lucky number” (9 iAW B INF B — 1T FB 8 F) . 6k C B IEFHEE,

[REE] BUBUIHERY] 3 W ks, TREMHEE AB.D X =ik,

TR, FHEEE B, fi1T°13 is supposed to have its origin in” g ] & &
JUBt:“The common belief is that this derives from the fact that there were 13 people at
Christ’s Last Supper” (i A N 2R IR FH SR WG HE E+ =M AX PN, A
FW] 13 MRZ WK R T F B8 WL B R IEMER

[ARBE] ] LA Bh % UM

L.ISEM, EMERZE A, MXELSWEAN, 2 XRE —aMx/E—4a, 3860 F. H
Hifxfg — A S AEE S . “ Yet oddly enough,to be born on the 13th of the month is not
regarded with any fear at all, which just shows how irrational we are in our superstitious
beliefs” (SATIAEH ar M 2, 7E+ = H H4E — S WAL AT, XEH BR BRI EGEE
LR Z M) . B, aTHERR C.D BT, A.B Y X 51 7E T 2 2 15 A0 b R ] 7, f 2 s 5
H R . BT 400, HA X — QJ%@HYE%E‘J%EJE T AN 38 i Ok — PSR O, A 2
JEF MR NIRRT R MR, B S ERSRAKT. MARIEFMEE.

[ABE] “His attitude is not clear” 3 P 26 7 7 75 BF A0 B 1y LA AT L) gk HERS: .

..._g«}’ Sample 2

(1) In an article, some Chinese scholars are described as being * tantalized by the
mysterious dragon bone hieroglyphics”. Tantalized is one of many English words that have
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their origins in myths and legends of the past(in this case, Greek and Roman ones). The
meaning of the verb tantalize is a very particular one: “ To promise or show something
desirable to a person and then take it away;to tease by arousing hope.”Many (but not all)
English dictionaries give you a brief indication of a word’s origins in brackets before or after
the explanation of the meaning. For tantalize the following explanation is given:[ >>Tantalus].
This means that you should look up the name Tantalus to find out the word's origins.and if you
do,you will find out that in Greek mythology, Tantalus was a king who was punished in the
lower world with eternal hunger and thirst; he was put up to his chin in water that always
moved away when he tried to drink it and with fruit on branches above him placed just a little
bit out of his reach. Can you see why his name was changed into a verb meaning“to tease or
torment by arousing desire”?

(2) Another example is the word siren,familiar to us as the mechanical device that makes such
an alarming sound when police cars, ambulances, or fire engines approach. This word also has its
origins in Greek mythology. The traveler Odysseus(Ulysses to the Romans) made his men plug their
ears so that they wouldn't hear the dangerous voices of the sirens, creatures who were half bird and
half woman and who lured sailors to their deaths on sharp rocks. So the word came to be associated
both with a loud sound and with danger!

(3)When someone speaks of a“jovial mood”or a“herculean effort”, he or she is using words
with origins in mythology. Look these words up to find their meaning and relationship to myths.

(4)Many common words, such as the names for the days of the week and the months of
the year,also come from mythology. Wednesday derives from the ancient Norse king of the
gods, Woden,and Thursday was originally Thor's day,in honour of Thor,the god of thunder. As
a matter of fact,all the planets,except the one we live on,bear names that come from Roman
mythology. including the planet that is farthest away from the sun and for that reason was
called after the Roman god of the dead. This god has also given his name to one of the
chemical elements. Several other elements have names that come from mythology, too.

(5) 1t seems that myths and legends live on in the English language.
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4. The purpose of the first sentence in Paragraph One is
A. to describe the work of some Chinese scholars
B. to arouse readers’ interest in hieroglyphics
C. to lead readers onto the main theme
D. to link the preceding part to the present one

. We learn from the passage,all English dictionaries include

ol

A. legends B. mythology C. word origins D. word definitions
6. The example of tantalize is to show
A. how the word came into existence
B. how Tantalus was punished in the lower world
C. how all English dictionaries show word origins
D. how the meaning of the word changed over the years
7. According to the passage,which of the following does NOT have origins in myths or
legends?
A. Jovial, B. Wednesday. C. Earth, D. March.
8. Which of the following can best serve as the title of the passage?
A. Greek and Roman Mythology in Language,
B. Mythological Origins of English Words.
C. Historical Changes in Word Meanings.
D. Mythology and Common Words.

4,C 5.D 6.A 7.C 8B

[ Explanations ]

4. BB, EMERREC. RIEETHEEMNIE B, AME _APabsR T
tantalize —1d] , 5 — /0] Z J5 i) BT A N & #8 Bl 52 tantalize $F 17 i B 40 87, AT WL B A) 251 3¢
H AR P FIR tantalize 194347, 51 R X P IE 8, X RS TFR TR, 8 C HIEHE
F. AXHAAENRAPEEE" M REXFE . HABSHELY L. BRFIXMWHEHKZ
— R R TR R (X R B R R IR S, R HE R ST HERE A LB,
REMEARSET.RA LKL,

[RBE] R TS5 00 25 1 02 08 % P ) 3 00 3350 40 3 1 b A K.

5. MM, EMERE D, BT 9 #“English dictionaries” & i B &5 — B & I 4 .
“Many (but not all) English dictionaries give you a brief indication of a word's origins in
brackets before or after the explanation of the meaning” (FEiF £ (FHIEL ) FiEF M HH , —
A~ v SCHY R T 25 HOE R A — N ES . S B A T XN R TR . AT
FI A f) 3% 3O i 2 4 L 90) 75 A B, (EL R IE I A i 2 SRR 48 s T 1) UL, 91 90 R R 9 4 4% A A A
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A AN 22 A T s AR B S HEBR AVBLC =N EET,
LREE] R AT ARG # R R A

6T, EWMERZE A, BT+ K “tantalize” & L 3| 5 — Bt . “ This means
that... Can you see why his name was changed into a verb meaning‘to tease or torment by
arousing desire’? "(GX F 7R eeeee BLAEVRRESE B R AT 4 il Y 25 578 B T Bhinal 325 DL e i 4
e X ST IS BN TR TN 7) 445 o HE BT AT R L A LA tantalize SR 1R R T3 B 2 A K2 A
R B Sf 1 4 4 5 SCHE R R T A B K A 1) 2 0 AT B B e B — B IRAE D I BT
“hT UL E R R B I H R R % 0 ok i B0 A A O A i B HERR . C
T 55 56 DU ) 9 2 (AN B A ) 38 i n] LR AE 45 5 o 1] 245 IR U7 F J L HEBR .

CARBE] DU A BT A 40 1 HE BT R R B s Bk £ B .

TR, (EHE SRR C. mEIUE MBS = B, BB A “As a matter of fact,
all the planets,except the one we live on, bear names that come from Roman mythology,
wTCREE TR AT B BR T FAT AR I 3 BR b, HR R LA B S A b %
ceee) i COHIEMIE R . A T B PEIUFE SCHE A 55 = BOA S U B vh ] LB ff b 4% 2% %8, if
VeI D W W, F 56 U B B 55— 4] : Many common words, such as the names for the days of the
week and the months of the year,also come from mythology (422 & W g9 844 , 1 — R /9 B
FRI—FM A B mERERE FHIERF . March B—FEHE=41H. . hlkw &, &
152 IS R

[REE] WBAERFEEA.

8. X8, FHEREDB. ENEEN.EEWMRE LN, FREH—13HES]
IR E ME YA B X — F 5 : “Tantalized is one of many English words that have their
origins in myths and legends of the past(in this case,Greek and Roman ones)”. 2ZJ5 A
“tantalize” J Bl AT IEAN VLA . 55 ZBOW “siren” X AR A #E B R AT TR BT,
B RCEIERIES A T IR B M 1E A — L83 53], “jovial mood” “herculean effort”*the
names for the days of the week and the months of the year”2¢, d el #EH AEH XA
H BR3P S B AVF 2 B A O IR T #S MIE X — 3 52, B AR M MESS 1 A X
) FE A,

[REE] 3 B 8E OB 3 80 A sl 3 R , 6B SCH UHEH IR B E B 3 . LA ST 6L 41
E5 — Be 8] i) &% 0> 1) » “a word’s origins”, S SCHE [ S LI mythology , AT LA #E# 1 #2
EXEER.

e SEITER

(1)Do you realize that every time you take a step.,the bones in your hip are subjected to
forces bétween four and five times your body weight? When you are running. this force is
wereased further still. What happens if through disease a hip-joint ceases to be able to resist
such forces? ¥or many years hip-joints and other body joints have been replaceable either
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partially or completely. It is after all a simple ball and socket joint; it has certain loads
imposed on it;it needs reliability over a defined life;it must contain materials suitable for the
working environment. Any engineer will recognize these as characteristic of a typical
engineering problem,which doctors and engineers have worked together to solve.in order to
bring a fresh lease of life to people who would otherwise be disabled.

(2) This typifies the way in which engineers work to help people and create a better
quality of life. The fact that this country has the most efficient agricultural industry in the world
is another good example. Mechanical engineers have worked with farmers and biologists to
produce fertilizers, machinery and harvesting systems. This team effort has now produced
crops uniformly waist high or less so that they are better suited to mechanical harvesting.
Similar advances with other crops have released people from hard and boring jobs for more
creative work, whilst machines harvest crops more efficiently with less waste. Providing more
food for the rapidly increasing population is yet another role for the mechanical engineer.

[Analysis |

X2 2009 4EEIEL PUFE TEXT A. 5l 67 5293 T80 Y 1k
f. #12008 TEXT B —#f, 4 3CPABIF I 3k , 32 8 /A e 76 6 7 o (8]
“This typifies the way in which engineers work to help people and

create a better quality of life”. Z2XPBRMEM I T, —PREE
. Ao B AR I O 8 5E A7 9, 10 B BH X 5 — BL B T LR
“"E‘i%‘ﬁﬂ g5 e 12‘

E%I‘XT%—‘& Bﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂ*ﬁ%ﬁ;@o

[ Multiple Choice ]

9. According to the passage,when would most weight be imposed on hip-joints?

A. When one is walking. B. When one is running.
C. When one is standing. D. When one is lying down
10. Engineers regard the replacement of hip-joints as a(n) problem.
A. mechanical B. medical C. health D. agricultural

11. According to the passage, how do engineers contribute to increasing efficiency of
the agricultural industry?
A. By working with farmers. B. By working in teams.
C. By growing crops of the same height. D. By making agricultural machinery.
12. According to the context,“This team effort”in Paragraph Two refers to
A. mechanical engineers B. doctors and engineers

C. biologists,doctors and farmers D. farmers, biologists and engineers



